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By Ibtisam Awadat ;_.*/•. ii 

S&r Staff Writer' 

that some catfishhhd recently died as a 
JWgit of the malnutrition very quickly became head-. 

news. Tiw stOTy wa? published on tbefront page 
of-ot»‘daily newspapers. • 

The ^Ministry of Water and fcrigadon (MW1) was 
^npelJ^ to ore die cat5sh,.after feepubticatian of 
wat our water contained extensive anxxfeis 
°* JrP 6 “d <fcaid larva—4he main food for the 

c attish 

innovative method was said to have camp. 
worn Israel. The Israelis, we arc told, breed catfish in 


waier reserviois to get rid of plants, weeds and other 
organic materia!. 

. “What's next, I wonder. If the fish couldn't sur¬ 
vive in our water, what are the chances of humnn 
survival!” said one citizen, sarcastically. 

Despite the assurances received from the Ministry 
■ that our water is now free from chemicals, officials 
still have a lot of explaining to do. Although the new 
government claims to be ready for all the coming 
challenges, they still can't explain why fish (fie in 
clean water! 

Minister of Water Hani Mulqi even drank a glass 
of water from the Zai Water Treatment Plant, during 



assured 
water was back 


a tour for the local and 
the press that the pumping of 
under control. 

The explanation for the passing away of the fish 
was also provided by Mulqi. "It's completely natu¬ 
ral, and it doesn't prove that there is something 
wrong in the water,” he said. “The ministry is 
observing the rest of the fish, on a daily basis." be 
added. Unfortunately, it seems that no one at Minis¬ 
try can stop the suicidal tendencies of the fish! 

Mulqi added that the shortage of larva and the 


Continued on page 2 





's political, economic 

and cultural weekly 





Snppldment en franfais du Star is** Y* 


Esclaves en 
Jordanie 

page 12 

Fin de voyage pour 
les gitans 

page 13 



Food, glorious food 

page 8 

Taiwan today 

page 9 

Football roundup 

page 14 

The shortest man in 
Jordan? 

page 16 


A irfM A N , 8 — 14 OCTOBER 1 998, VOLUME 9, NUMBER 1 8, 3 5 0 FILS 


41 * "■ ■ ■■ m 


JUc 


-Turkish tensions 


critical mass 


03 


By Ghassan Jofaa and news 
agencies 

THE LONG running, political 
dispute between Syria and Tur- 
key reached. critical. mass last 
week. The tension was marked 
by the mass settlement of Turk¬ 
ish troops on the border with 
Syria, a move which Turkey 
said was necessary to curb the 
cross-border aftarkc by die 
Kurdish Labor Party (PKK) 
rebels. 

Ankara accuses is southern 
neighbor of providing refuge to 
the PKK rebels, and to. then- 
leader Abdullah Ocalan,. who 
have been.fighting since 1984 
to gain more , autonomy for the 
Kurdish population in southeast 
Turkey. Tbdtey also accused 
Lebanon of sheltering the EKK 
rebels in the parts under Syrian 
control 

Syrig has denied the chvge. 
and in turn, accused Turkey, of 
forming a military alliance with 
Israel that threatens Arab secur¬ 
ity. It views the latest escala¬ 
tion as a joint Israeti-Turirish 
plot to undermine its 
sovereignty. 

Arab countries, together with 
Iran, have been supportive of 


Syrian fears against the 1996 
Iaraeh-Turldsb military accord, 
■which could derail die Middle 
East peace ptoceia and . trigger 
instability in the. region. The 
25th anniversary of the 1973 
, Arab-Israeli 'war. which passed 
last week, did not help matters: 

■ IsradiPrime Minister Benja¬ 
min Netanyahu said last month 
' that ‘ Israel would not get' 

- involved in the crisis. Lebanon, 
on the other side, maste d that■ 
there have been;iio PKK bases 
on their .land for 18 months - 
now, and called Tprkey’s 
charges “unjustifiable" mid 

■ disturbing." 

Both. Turkey and Syria woe 
also at odds over the sharing of 
water from the Euphrates River. 

. Damascus has often condemned. 
Turkish plans to bajM dams on' 
the river, winch is considered to 
be. a fcey source of water for 
Syria. ■, 

- ■ The majority of Arab nations 
have called an both countries to 
end their dispute, and: resolve 
die. conflict peacefully, Egyp¬ 
tian. President Hosni Mubarak 
held intensive talks with leaders 
from both countries, dnring the 

' past week, in an attempt -to 



The war of words 'continues between Syria and Turkey 


defuse due crisis. Whilst the Syr¬ 
ian leadership has accepted the 
intervention with an open-mind, 
Ttaridsh President Suleyman 
Demirel said drat the only real 
resolution to the crisis would 
come’about when Syria publicly 
renounced its support far terror¬ 
ism. Mr Mubarak appeared to 
have made little headway in his 


bid to persuade the two coun¬ 
tries to -lower the tension and 
avert a military conflict. 

“Any Turiosh.miBtary strike 
against Syria would provoke a 
never-ending cycle of reactions 
and counter-reactions ” Muba¬ 
rak was quoted by the Htiyat 


newspaper. 

Syrian/ Foreign 


Minister 



Farouq A1 Share' said earlier 
that his government was puz¬ 
zled at die timing of the Turkish 
accusations, as nothing had 
changed on die issue of the 
PKK, and be linked the escala¬ 
tion to die Turkish military 
cooperation with Israel. 

Turkish Rime Minister 
Mesut Yilmaz said later he was 
giving Syria a final warning to 
stop what he called its support 
for the PKK rebels, and urged 
his Syrian counterpart to reply 
immediately. 

• Around 10,000 Turkish sol¬ 
diers crossed into northern Iraq 
last week. The move set a prece¬ 
dent, and warned the Syrians 
that a similar fate awaited them 
if they failed to eradicate their 
PKK guerrilla bases. The Turk¬ 
ish army has been relatively suc¬ 
cessful in fighting the rebels and 
forcing them back into the Iraqi 
territory. 

The Egyptian President was 
handed a list of six Turkish 
demands for Syria, winch 
included closing PKK camps, 
ceasing support to the rebels, an 
immediate surrender of Ocalan, 
stopping rebel excursions across 
the border, and for Syria to rec¬ 
ognize T urkish sovereignty in 
tile Hatay province. Syria has 
made a historical claim fra- this 
area of land, largely due to its 
sizable Arab population. 

Jordanian officials have 
expressed concern about the 
deteriorating relations between 
Syria and Turkey. HRH Crown 
Prince Hassan, the Regent, 
urged Mr Demirel to find a 
peaceful solution, and to clear 
up the crisis using .diplomatic 
channels. The Regent also con¬ 
veyed His Majesty King Huss¬ 
ein’s deep concern to Mr Demi- 
rel who wished for good 
neighborly relations between the 
two Muslim countries. 

Fra- his part, Mr Demirel said 
Turkey will no longer be silent 
on the PKK terrorist operations, 
adding that the world must real¬ 
ize the high human toll of “their 
terrorist operations against the 
Turkish people." 

On Tuesday, the Lower 
House issued a statement urging 
both Syria and Turkey to pursue 
the diplomatic means, and to 
avoid, any military confronta¬ 
tion. It praised Ionian's stance, 
which called for maximum 
cooperation and solidarity 


Continued on page 2 


Albright seeks 
modest progress 
in Mideast talks 


By Thomas W. Lippman 
JERICHO—Like the legen¬ 
dary Ohio State football coach 
Woody Hayes, whose grind-it- 
out style of play was known as 
“three yards and a cloud of 
dust,” Secretary of State Made¬ 
leine Albright is looking for 
incremental gains as she prods 
and pushes the leaders of Israel 
and the Palestinians towards a 
new agreement. 

In meetings with Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu in Jerusalem, and 
with Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat in this sun-baked town 
Tuesday afternoon, she dog¬ 
gedly pursued a modest objec¬ 
tive: agreement on enough of 
the remaining points of differ¬ 
ence to make a deal possible at 
a Washington summit later this 
month. 

She may yet succeed—she 
is scheduled to met with the 
two leaders together in Gaza 
on Wednesday morning—-but 
neither she nor her spokesman, 
James Rubin, reported 
progress on any specific issue. 

“I certainly drink she was 
encouraged that both leaders 
are getting down to business,'' 
Rubin said. “But we'll have to 
see whether the right mood, 
the right atmospherics and the 
goodwill that she experienced 
is enough to begin to make 
concrete agreements on the 
various pieces of this puzzle 
that we have to put together." 
He said “dozens" of issues 
remain to be resolved. 

In a sign of how difficult 
that could be, Netanyahu’s 
office Tuesday announced that 
Israel will push forward with 
plans to replace mobile homes 
with permanent structures for 
Jewish settlers living in the 
divided West Bank city of 
Hebron. Albright, who has 
called for a “time-out" on 
Israeli settlement-building in 
the West Bank, declined to 
comment on the latest settler 
project in Hebron. 

Albright described Tues¬ 
day’s talks as “very useful," 
but she also said after meeting 
both leaders, using the same 
words, that "time is not on our 
side. If we do not move 
quickly, we may find ourselves 
without a process of peace¬ 
making, without an agreement 



Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu (L) and Pales¬ 
tinian President Yasser Arafat shake hands as they are 
joined by United States Secretary of State Madeleine Alb¬ 
right at the start of tri-lateral talks in the Israeli Civil 
Administration headquarters along the border with the 
Gaza Strip October 7. Israel set expectations low ahead of 
the meeting; saying Palestinians had yet to deliver on the 


key issue of Israeli security. 


Reuters 


and without the hope of achiev¬ 
ing an Israeli-Palestinian 
peace." 

With that comment, Albright 
showed how the horizons of 
Middle East peacemaking have 
narrowed. Three years ago. it 
appeared that Israel and the 
Palestinians had in fact 
achieved peace, and the Clin¬ 
ton administration was pursu¬ 
ing the prospect of a compre¬ 
hensive regional accord that 
would include Syria and Leba¬ 
non, putting an end to the 
Arab-Lsraeli conflict 

Now Albright is trying to 
nudge Israel and the Palestin¬ 
ians toward implementation of 
agreements previously reached, 
focusing not on grand visions 
of regional comity but on 
incremental changes in dug-in 
positions. Albright promised 
on her first trip to Israel as Sec¬ 
retary of State 13 months ago, 
not to keep returning just to 
"tread water," but little has 
changed since then except for a 
general hardening of attitudes. 

The US goal now is to per¬ 
suade both sides to accept a 
US-drafted plan calling for 
Israel to withdraw from a fur¬ 


ther 13 percent of the West 
Bank, which Israel captured in 
the 1967 war. In exchange, the 
Palestinians would be expected 
to redouble their efforts to 
combat terrorism. If such an 
agreement is concluded at the 
upcoming Washington meet¬ 
ing, the United States would 
press both sides to engage seri¬ 
ously in “final-status” talks on 
the most sensitive issues divid¬ 
ing them, such as the future of 
Jerusalem and the return of 
Palestinian refugees. 

Under the Oslo agreement 
between Israel and tlx: Pales¬ 
tine Liberation Organization, 
those final-status talks axe due 
to conclude on May 4, which is 
why Albright stressed the need 
for haste. She also called on 
both sides to refrain'from “uni¬ 
lateral acts”—a euphemism for 
construction of Jewish settle¬ 
ments on land claimed by the 
Palestinians—and “unilateral 
statements,” about what they 
might do if that deadline is not 
met, a reference to Arafat's 
post threats to declare an inde¬ 
pendent Palestinian state if the 
May 4 deadline passes without 
a final agreement.® 



The happiest ship on earth 


Aboard the Disney magic 


Hercules at EMs Presley, one 


By Scott Kraft 

ABOARD THE DISNEY MAGIC—Like 
'many parents, my wife, Betsy, and I have 
found that family vacations fall roughly 
into two categories: a stimulating trip for 
us accompanied by gru m b lin g children, or 
a fun time for die kids drat leaves' ns 
exhausted and dreamingaf home. 

Disney’s new cruise ship, the Disney 
Magic, seemed the perfect compromise. 

Unfortunately, that view wasn't shared 
by my wife, who is ordinarily among the 
most adventurous of travelers. Neither of 
ns had ever taken a cruise, and the very 
idea struck Betsy as vacation torture. 
Stack on a boat? Wife "Under fee Sea” 
playing around fee clock? 

: The ship certainly seemed to offer 
plenty of sniff to do;'feree pools, four res¬ 
taurants, a cafeteria, an ESPN Skybox, 
four nightclubs, musicals and movies. In 
addition, both fee three-night and four- 


night cruises out of Florida featured day¬ 
long stops in Nassau and Castaway Cay, 
Disney's own private island. (The longer 
sailing adds a day at sea.) 

But fee prospect of being cooped up 
with 2,000 people on a ship—even an 
S5,GOG-ton one powered by five 16- 
cytinder diesel engines and Disney's finest 
pixie dust—sounded like jail 

My curiosity prevailed, and we booked 
a three-night cruise. 

So on a recent muggy Friday morning, 
we headed out of Orlando airport on n bus. 
In just under an hour, we arrived at Port 
Canaveral and got our first glimpse of fee 
Disney Mqpc. 

The ship is a truly magnificent sight It 
bears an unseating resemblance to the 
Titanic, and that’s no accident. The design 
recalls fee era of grand old ocean linen, 
wife two large red smokestacks (only one 
is used for exhaust), a long and narrow 


black hull and large round portholes. 

Then there are the Disney touches: the 
giant Mickey Mouse symbol on the 
smokestacks: a 20-foot-tall statue of 
Goofy hanging off die aft deck, seeming 
to paint the finishing touches on the gold 
trim; and a grand horn that announces 
departures and arrivals with blasts of die 
first seven notes of “When You Wish 
Upon a Star." 

Disney insisted fear fee lifeboats, which 
international maritime law dictates be 
orange, instead be painted gold—to match 
the ship's color scheme. Disney won an 
exemption; the boats are gold. 

Hearing the hall fined wife Disney 
tunes, I worried about what we were get¬ 
ting ourselves into. It has been several 
years since I last visited a Disney theme 
park, but I still catch myself humming fee 
dreaded “It's a Small World." 

I checked in while Betsy, Kate, 9, and 


Kevin, 7, posed for photographs with Dis¬ 
ney characters who roamed fee terminal. 

We boarded shortly after noon, stepping 
into the ship’s three-story atrium lobby, 
wife its sweeping staircase anchored by a 
made-for-photographing statue of Mickey 
at a ship's wheel. The drip’s interior, from 
stem to stem, is tasteful and luxurious, 
wife fine carpeting and teak trim, and lira 
walls are covered with framed artists' 
sketches of scenes and characters from 
Disney features. 

Our midship stateroom had a queen bed 
and a sitting area wife a sofa/twin bed and 
a second twin that dropped from the ceil¬ 
ing to create bunk beds. Disney says 73 
percent of its staterooms have outside 
views, and well more than half of those 
have private verandas, as did ours. 

We booked fee fifth priciest out of 12 
cabin categories, paying $2,178 (including 
air fare}. But that was half fee going rate 
because Disney slashed prices for the 
many passenger; who, like us, had been 
bumped twice by ship construction delays. 
(No one at Disney knew we were aboard 
to write about fee cruise for the Los 
Angeles Times, which paid our expenses.) 


Continued on page 2 
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Marrying foreign women 

What do the spouses think 


Lubna Khader 
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RAMZJ IS A LITTLE clever 10 
year-old kid, who happens io live in 
two different cultures: he was bom 
in America, but today lives in Jor¬ 
dan. Ramzi’s father is a well-known 
Jordanian economist, and his 
mother is an American teacher. 

“My son quickly adapted to the 
two environments, here and Amer¬ 
ica.’' said Dr Yousef Mansour, the 
father. 

“When we came to Jordan he 
couldn't speak Arabic very well, so 
we put him in an Arabic school to 
learn the language and interact with 
his environment.” added Dr Man- 
sour added, who met his wife at the 
University of Oklahoma, USA, 
whilst studying. After a brief court¬ 
ship. they decided to get married. 

“1 never intended to return to the 
Kingdom, but during one of our vis¬ 
its with my wife [Brenda], we liked 
the place so much” added Dr Man- 
sour. “That’s why we finally 
decided to return for good.” 

His father and mother welcomed 
his return after 20 years of living in 
the States. 

“i didn't face any trouble here, 
because my husband's family are 
well educated.” Brenda said, adding 
(hat Jordanians like foreigners and 


treat them welL “My husband's sup¬ 
port also proved a tower of 
strength.*’ 

“My family accepted Brenda 
right from the start. This took a lot 
off my shoulders, because at first I 
used to be away from home for a 
long rime. Mansour told The Star 
that he now lives apart from his 
family, as this gives his wife a lot 
more room to be independent. 

Both husband and wife*-have 
working careers, so they are out dur¬ 
ing the day and only meet up in'the 
evenings, where they catch upi. on 
social relations like visiting 'rela¬ 
tives and close friends.: They have 
many friends who have married a 
partner from abroad.. ’ *.-•* 

“We like to meet each' 'other 
because we are living under the 
same conditions,” Brenda com¬ 
mented. She added that she never 
feels lonely, and visits her parents 
in the States every year. 

Meanwhile, their only son, 
Ramzi, feels very comfortable and 
has quickly integrated into the Jor¬ 
danian environment. 

“I like computer games very 
much and share (hem with my 
aunt's children,” said Ramzi inno¬ 
cently. who now speaks both Arabic 
and English fluently. 

A second Jordanian family, a 
Russian mother and an Arabic 


father, are experiencing similar 
.conditions. 

“We met in Russia when we were 
studying at the same university," 
said Oha Bseiso, a creative artist 
who turned her house into a fine 
exhibition hail for handicrafts. 

"I like to paint on glass and make 
sculptures, especially ones which 
have a Palestinian flavor,” Mrs 
Bseiso says. She added that her 
family is the most important thing. 
Her son Mahdi is a creative student 
who has received many prizes. 

“He was the first person to create 
a computer site, introducing Jordan 
to the world in different languages. 
He is currently staying in the 
United States, after passing difficult 
exams, and he has won a scholar¬ 
ship. My daughter Dallia, has 
musical interests and has been clas¬ 
sified as one of the best piano 
players in the Kingdom,” the proud 
mother added. 

The interaction between the 
members of this family is smooth. 
“My mother talks to me sometimes 
in Russian, and I answer in Arabic,” 
Dallia says. “The mixture of lan¬ 
guage has not affected me. On the 
contrary. 1 can now speak French, 
Russian, English, as well as 
Arabic." 

However, some foreign women 
lamented that even after spending a 


long time in the country, they were 
still considered as foreigners. “Jor¬ 
danian society believes that foreign 
women are not serious, and are not 
responsible for their families,” said 
Paula Nabeel. an Italian who has 
been married to a Jordanian for the 
last 29 years. 

Sbe still faces problems because 
of her religion. “People still won¬ 
der wby I'm still a Christian. My 
husband is a Muslim, but we live 
together and each respects the 
other’s religion.” Paula added. 

She has three children. “It was 
very difficult to raise them in two 
different cultures, and with two dif¬ 
ferent languages. Sometimes, I see 
things from ray point of view, 
whilst the children see it differ¬ 
ently” Mrs Nabeel added. 

Meanwhile, Dr Ezat Al Nawajah 
met his wife. Dr Anna, like the pre¬ 
vious couples, when they were stud-, 
ying in Russia. Dr Anna said she 
likes Jordan. Her only complaint 
however, is that the weather is too 
hoL From experience, she believes 
that women can combine a good 
career with being a good mother. 

“We respect all religions. I am a - 
Christian, while ray husband is a 
Muslim.” However, she said there is 
still a need for 'greater Integration, 
which can only be achieved through 
greater cultural int&raction.H 


Syrian-Turkish tensions 
reach critical mass 


Continued from page. 1 

all countries in the 


among 

region- . 

Analysts say that the Turkish 


make a bid for independence, 
undermining Ankara's influ- 


__ Ankara's 

ence over the region. The US 
said- earlier that any military 
action would expose die whole 


army leaders want to bring bade - 0Q to »™e risk of a 
th* rtmntrv's nride in foe ,___ 


the country’s pride in the 
regi on , after their rejection.from 
tbe European .Union. Analysts 
view the Turkish military activ¬ 
ity as exaggerated, and can see 
a space for diplomatic dialogue. 
“The problem has .. arisen 
because there is a power strug¬ 
gle between the hard-liners m 
the T urkish Army, and the gov-, 
eminent,” one political analyst 
was quoted as saying. 

Most foreign observers think 
the Turkish decision to sum up 
pressure on Syria stems from 
fears that the Kbrds will soon 


much larger conflict’ 

Turkey has expressed con¬ 
cern over the peace accord, 
which was signed in Washing¬ 
ton last month, by the two 
Kurdish factions who tun north¬ 
ern Iraq. Ankara thinks that 
such an accord is the first step 
towards an independent Kurdi¬ 
stan. The next few weeks will 
be decisive, and it is hoped that 
both. Syria .and Turkey will 
come to their senses, and that 
the escalation remains in words 
onlyJi 


Extraordinary session is a legal 
possibility, politicians argue 


Continued from page 1 


King TalaL” Kharabsheh added. 
“The conditions then ware dif¬ 


ferent from -what they are now. 
Then medical reports suggested 
that King Talal couldn't assume 
his authorities," said Dr Abdallah 
Naqrash, a Political Science pro¬ 
fessor at the University of Jor¬ 
dan. Following the reports, “a 
custody council” was framed as 
HM Kong Hussein wasn’t able to 
assume his constitutional posi¬ 
tion because be was below the 
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Murder in Zai! 


Continued from page 1 


bad omen for 


algae is the main reason behind 
the death of these poor crea¬ 
tures. However, this method 
was criticized by Lower House 
deputy, Salameh Al Hiari. rap¬ 
porteur of the Water and Agri¬ 
culture Committee. "As far as I 
know, this type of fish needs to 
eat algae and larva for a period 
of six hours a day. The water in 
Zai is not resident in the reser¬ 
voirs, which means that thre is 
not enough algae in the water 
for the catfish, as it is con¬ 
stantly moving through the 
pipes to the consumers, ” he 
added. 

However. Al Hiari would not 
care to provide any alterna¬ 
tives. On the contrary, he 
refused to comment on Mulqi’s 
declaration that the water crisis 
was over. 

“I sympathize with those 
innocent creatures, whose bad 
destiny threw them in the Zai,” 
Rashed Shreefj.au Amman citi¬ 
zen, said. < This , is a bad start 
for the new ministry, and it’s 


certainly a 
Jordanians.” 

A group of university stu¬ 
dents found the fish issue an 
amusing subject for jokes. “I 
think the fish are very loyal to 
their homeland, Israel. That's 
wby they died of homesick¬ 
ness. It’s a matter of patriot¬ 
ism,” a student commented. 
Meanwhile, one official mock¬ 
ingly told The Star, ‘T think that 
all the fish living in Zai are 
females, so how about import¬ 
ing some male fish to have 
some social balance there!” 

It seems that water in Jordan 
is drinkable. The problem is 
convincing the catfish, who are 
skeptical of the government’s 
declarations! The Star recom¬ 
mends that some government 
officials should spend a day 
swimming in the Zai. Not only 
would it be good exercise for 
them, it would be a great public 
relations exercise as well Mind 
you, watch out for those home^ -j 
sick catfish! 


World Health Organization report 


AMMAN (Petra)—A report provided by the World 
Health Organization (WHO) affirmed the soond 
procedures of the Health Ministry in receiving, stor¬ 
ing. riisTrihufing and inf ra) a rin g the diphtheria and 
tetanus vaccines. A health scare occurred last week 
when around 300 school children were hospitalized 
complaining of nausea and dinrin««, after being 
vaccinated for diphtheria and tetanus in die course 
of a nationwide inoculation campaign. In all, 23,744 
students were inoculated in the immunization cam¬ 
paign. During a press conference held on Tuesday, 
the Minister of Health Na’el Ajlouni, presented to 
journalists two copies of the WHO report, in Arabic 


and FnptifiH, prep are d by WHO expert Al Gbaretn 
Al Huwari The investigation was earned, out to 
determine the real cause behind the incident 
Ajlouni also distributed a copy of a report from 
Cyprus, which highlighted a similar case. There, 48 
out of 140 students were hospitalized after receiving 
die same, vaccine. The same symptoms were suf¬ 
fered, and the victims were hospitalized for three 
days. Ajkxmi said the vaccines in Cyprus were man¬ 
ufactured in Switzerland, unlike the vaccines used in 
Jordan, which were manufac tured by a Hungarian 
company and donated by the UN Children Fund 
(UNICEF)* 


age of 18,” Dr Naqradi told-77ie 
Star. Meanwhile, if a., third- 
extraordinary -session is con¬ 
vened, there would be two alter- 
' natives for mwnhen; of ParHa - 
. meet. Either to extend the [fear 
months] period mentioned in the 
Constitution ar handover the 
power of holding and dissolving 
the parliamentary sessions to His 
Royal Highness Gown Prince 
Hassan, the Regent. 

“Concenringtbe powers dele¬ 
gated to the Regent, this isn’t 
detailed in the constitution, so 
we dop’t have a clear idea an 
this issue,” Naqrash explained. ~ 

"The days following die 
•recovery-of HGs Majesty, and his 
return to the Kingdom, will be 
happy ones for,the Jordanian 
people, who will bold mass cele¬ 
brations,'' said Dr Naqrash. The 
King is expected to be in the 
Kingdom before die end of- the 
four-month period. 

Parliament will be convened 
two weeks after the return of the 
King. This is to allow all Jorda- 
. mans-the chanty to ex pres s their 
feelings of love 1 and support 
towards their leader^ ; . 


For the 
Record 


Regent meets with Martinez 
AMMAN (Petra)—His Royal 
Highn ess Crown Prince Hassan, 
the Regent, met the President of 

the Trpwnarinnal P arliamentar y 

Umoa-QPU), Migud Martinez, on 
Monday. Martinez is cuneady on 
a regional tourof the Middle East. 
The talks focused on the European 
efforts to unlock the staled peace 
process. The Regent stressed the 
need to mobilize-every effort, to 
if«rh a breakthrough in foe stalled 
peace talks, with a view to estab¬ 
lishing a just and comprehensive 


all people in . the region. Prince' 
H pypm and Martinez also dis¬ 
cussed steps to establish a podia- - 
mentary council to fight Tsdamo- 
phobia’—a .proposal pin forward 
by the Regent Prihce Hassan 
underfilled the need to combs; das 
phenomenon at all levels, byhigh- 
lighting the true Islam and its tokr- , 
ant principles. The talks also cov- 
ercd cementing Jordan's relations 
wife Europe in cultural, political 
and economic fields.. Martinez 
appreciated fee Jordanian efforts 
to realize peace in fee region, and 
for greater cooperation wife EU 
member states. . 


Unionists praise the 
Government 

Amman (Petra)—Labour union¬ 
ists hailed on Monday fee Govern¬ 
ment’s latest steps to organize fee 
Jordanian labor' market fight 
unemployment and alleviate pov¬ 
erty. The chairman of fee Federa¬ 
tion of Jcsdan's Labor Unions, 
Mazes Ma’artah, observed feat 
those Seeking work should be 
given all the cooperation that they 
require. -Prime- .Minister Fayez 
Tarawnetr announced last week 
new measures to deal with unem- 
pkjymem, especially the matter 


relating to illegal aliens in Jordan. 

Chr'fte otfwhaivt l feechpi pn«n nf 
the Bank Employees, Haidar 
Rashid, called fra activating Arti¬ 
cle 52 of fee current Labor Law, 
fear limits the minimum wage for 
wodoas. . . 


Aboard the Disney Magic 


Confirmed from page 1 


Although Disney says its 
staterooms are 30 percent larger 
than fee industry average, at 268 
square feet, ours still seemed 
small for four people. But it did 
have two separate bathroom 
spaces, one wife'a toilet and 
sink and fee other with a bath/ 




'Sysfe 1 ’' ■Sv'rij 




ft- ■■ .■ 




FASTLINK’S 
HALF PRICE SALE 


shower and sink—a smart idea non, from 8:30 ajn. until mid- 
for families. night (and 1 am one night), I 

In fee stateroom we found an was inclined to agree. . • " . . 

18-page “Personal Navigator.” It Betsy and I discovered 
listed shopping, entertainment another bright side to beingcon- 
and restaurant options, along fined to a cruise ship—itgave us 
wife an hour-by-hour break- die peace of mind to let our kids 
down of children's activities, roam beyond our right. White j jgorgeefas aid-festive Garibbeatt- 
MastEfring this "document ate up we sipped strawberry daiqiiiris 1 style restaurdnt. TbeTpina cola- 
a couple of precious hours over on deck, Kate and Kevin luxuri- 
fee first two days. I sure wished ated in kid heaven, munching on 
I had had it during the flight to free pizza at Pinocchio’s, 


to packed bouses. The ship has 
no casino, but adults could gam¬ 
ble in Nassam and the ship 
didn’t leave port until 3 am. 

We had heard all about cruise 
ship dining—even giziahdy. Our 
ieatiHg-began-.ar PtabtCayv a 
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Orlando, or even during rite bus dogs and hamburgers at Pluto's 
ride over. and ice cream at Scoops^ 

The public address system Disney Magic (and, coming 
began its announcements wife next year, the Disney Wonder) is 
the words: "Good afternoon, hanking on travelers’ willing- 
ladies and gentlemen, boys and ness to pay handsomely for this 
girls!” We headed for the storied experience. Appealing to a 
centerpiece of the Disney Magic broad range of ages may hold 
kids’ programs-^he Oceaneerfee key. Kids ages 13 to-17 
Gub, for ages 3 to 8, and the tacked the tecus-only cliib, 
Oceaneer Lab, for ages 9 to 12. Common Grounds. The young- 
Kare and Kevin fell instantlyest children, those under 3, 
in love wife their respective seemed delighted with the musi- 
clubs. Each received a bar-coded cal shows and Mickey-sloped 
wristband, and we were issued a wading pool, 
pager so that the counselors Although one wing of the ship 
could contact us. was devoted to entertainment for' 

“This,” Kate declared, “is a adults, rally fee dub Offbeat, 
cool ship.” and its very talented quartet of 

Looking ai the hours of opera- comedians, consistently played 


das: recommended by our serv- 
ecs Rob, from Australia, aid 
Maria, from Sweden^ were ter¬ 
rific. The food was so-so, .but 
fee service was energetic and 
unfailingly fneriffly/. 

Passengers axe rotated-among - 
three main restnnranc for flamer 
but keeprfee same servers at 
each new dining room. The kids 
loved fear menu—a folder 
marked “Top Secret” feat' was 
kept by the waiters and returned 
each evening wife a new array 
cf puzzles and games. 

The,next night, we passed on 
taking our table atLurniere’s, a 
French restaurant where jadaas 
are required for men (and col¬ 
lared shim are a good idea for 
children). Instead, Kate and 
Kevin ate wife their fellow 
Oceaneers in the cafeteria, and 



That's a Savings of JD131! 


Don’t miss out on Fastlink's 50% Blow Out Sate, from October 6th - 31st, 
and get 50% off a Motorola dT60 mobile phone, connection fee. first 
month's: subscription, caller LD., call waiting and detailed billing. This 
offer is also valid on selected phones and accessories, only from Fastfink. 


Visit the Fastfink Booth at the MEXC0M Exhibit at the Amman 
international Exhibit, Marj al Hammam, from October 6th-Sth 
where this offer is also available. 


For more information call us at 

Amman - 586 3750 . Tayebat Village - 477 0770 . Atjafea - G 3 202 2557 . 
Jrtid - 02 251 691 . or dial 111 on your r.cbi!e. 


Pfansa Note: A J 0100 deposit Is required. Prices wtiec: ft 1 C*, ssmrjzse sales tax. otter 
not applicable to Sadlq and Corporate subscription Jcrtimr. cssra-s trpfi present proof 
of their rational identity number. Non-residents must prasaf prof of the-r residency. 



- Betsy and I dined at Palo, a res¬ 
taurant on board only for 
gtoivp^ips. 

Getting a reservation at Palo 
had tested our patience. Book¬ 
ings had to be made in person; 
■when we arrived before fee ship 
i .-sebanL we joined a-qaeue-jof 70 
passengers that riiaked through 
-the-restaurant to a table where 
the maitre d' sat, godfather-like, 
granting favors. 

Fortunately, fee Italian food, 
prepared by a Sicilian chef and 
served , by chatty young Italian 
waiters, was exquisite: pasta 
shells wife shaved Parmesan, 
marinated eggplant wife goat 
cheese, succulent sea bass on 
risotto and a good wine list The 
experience was more than worth 
the $S».,pec person cover 
charge—and we didn’t even 
have to pay a baby-sitter. 

. Our-last dinner, at Animator's 
Palate, was a remarkable show 
in itself.' As the meal begins, 
everything in the dining room is 
black and white, from the draw¬ 
ings of Disney scenes on tire 
walls to tablecloths and waiter 
vests that look as if blade, paint 
has been spattered on them. As 
fee meal progresses, the room 
slowly comes to life with color. 

. It was, i ndee d , magical. 

After dinner, we had our 
choice of more entertainment. 
Each evening offered a new per¬ 
formance or a family musical 
wife Disney themes and Broad- 
wayAquality actors in fee 1,040- 
seat theater. , 

One evening, we joined fruni- 
lies at Studio Sea for karaoke 
night and later hung out at the 
ESPN Skybox, loomed high in 
the unused smokestack, watch, 
iug baseball games and a golf 
tournament on the two big- 
screen and six small-screen 
TVs. 

. The Magic’s Iasi port of call. 
Castaway Cay, is a 3-by-2-milc 
island that Disney acquired and 
turned into a resort exclusively 
for its cruise ship passengers. It 
has separate family, teen and 
adult beaches with hundreds of 
umbrellas- and lounge chairs, a 
wkte lagoon, several bars, a 
ham, and bike and walking 
paths. 

We -rented soorkeling equip¬ 
ment, at the steep cost of $93 for 
the four of us. .The snoricelmg 
was not the best in fee Bahamas, 
but it .was good enough for 
be ginu ers like 
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us. After two 
hours, we lined-op fra a buffet 
lunch of barbecued ribs, fish and 
hamburgers. Later we rented 
kayaks ($6 for half an hour) and 
raised the lagoon, enjoying fee 
gptefebreeze. 

We were disappointed Vhen 
the advertised "day" at Casta¬ 
way Cay ended at 3 pjn. and we 
wrerhustled.back. After spend: 
jpg 18 hours theprevious day in 
Nassau, only b boms at the 
beautiful lithe ..island left us 
wratingmore. 

Early fee next morning—and 
too soon fra us—we were b aefr 
at Port Canaveral, clearing cus¬ 
toms and boarding buses bound 
for the Orlando airport. J 



■r 


LA Times-Washington Post 

' Newsservice 

































JORDAN 





Cases of corruption 



^ _—:—■ ~ . ixaso. jimcn xcveaiea mac me Ant*-- 

^omippOB Directorate ,foond 51 new cases ^irregularities in 
*** include cases of sax evasion and fas- 

S«y. The Minister said toat 37 people had been sem to item*-' 
pnweodnt He.sad two companies tried- to evade its respoo- 
sittoies of .paymg taxes. One had overdoes of-up to JD3 
rottoom and toe other JI)T million. ■ 7\ 

Foreign lab or - 

■ T ^ ere a« * milBon foreagn wortiere in Jordan, Munster of 

Interior Nayef AJ Qadi saidear- .: ■ • 

lier this weak. This is iwWd a 
revelation."Hie'said they iDchide' 

400-000 Egyptians, 130000 Syri¬ 
ans, and between. 120000 and 
160.000 Iraqis. The Minister 
said - that foreign workexs now 
have two. weeks t which can be 
extended to a month) to pot their ~ 
papers in order. The' implication 
is that, if they don’t, there will be 
.mass deportations!'As a result, tip 
to 56,000 workers flocked to the 
concerned zninistnes, Iasi' week to' 

rectify their legal status in die _ 

country, whilst this week, 60000 AlOodi- /- 
workerecantefonvard. ■ 

ShbeOatoot 

■ Leith Shbeilat is expocted.tp be-.freed today; Thursday 8. 
October, after serving a prison sentence of eigibt months. Shbei- 
lat was incarcerated Hast February frrr allege dly ’iacMu g 'tfac 
Ma’an demonstrations in support of Iraq. ■ 


■ Minister of Information Naser Judah «fti that die Jonjaraaa 

families of prisoners in Israeli jails will 'be able to visit tbeir 
sons in. Ashkaton prison on 20 October. Mr Jucfeii said the 
Israeli government has allowed two tefetfves from each family 
ID visit their SOUS. Mr Omar A3 Rffoi, J rarlsnian Amha<ggtfto r m 
Tel Aviv, said the Jordanian Embassy woold cover the 
expenses for die visits. There at®: currently 14 Jordanian 
inmates in Israeli prisons. - .V . ’ 

Gang canght • . . . ! 

■ WeQ informed somces in the PubSc Security Dept, said they 
recently arrested a gang involved in. forging official identity 
documents like passports and car lice&ses, according mAdDicr- 
tour. The gang.operated from tbeSyrian border. Newspaper 
reports suggested that toe gang was supported by one of the Pat 
esrinian o^c^cm groups bKed ni Syna. The resources say 
the gang mcluded rour members^ one of whom rented a car 
from one of the tourism offices in Amman, as weO as. an office 
in Amman for the forgery business. -When it was time id pay 
rent for the office, thcinadfled aiid the Owner called the police. 
After further investigation, it was' found (battoemembos of die 
gang had also stolen cars,ebanged- toear number plates, and 
shipped toem bad: to Syria.- ' 

Cabinet c qBdennp Sjyrian stetepeat - 

■ AMMAN. (Betra^Tbecabioe^^md^mii^the recent state¬ 

ments from the Syrian Minister of Defense, which were often-. 
sive to Jordan sad foe Jordanian people. During the session, 
which /wios presided - by Prime Munster Fayez Tarawpeh, toe 
crfnnet condemned toe stBtentents of Syrian Minister - of 
Defense ■ Mustafa Talas, regarding the Jordanian role in toe 
October 1973 war. Tabs’s st a tements said that Jordan had pre¬ 
vented the Saudi Army from reaching toe battle field. Nasser 
Judah, tbc Information Minister, reiterated that Jordan.had 
helped toe Santo forces to pass through Jordan. The cabmet 
rejected all toe allegations gainst Jordan, and hoped tbrtfhtiire 
statements of this nature would cease.. • : ; . 

Journalists 

■ The issue of the lawsuits against 
journalists is again under the spot¬ 
light this week. They are being 
taken up by the rapporteur of the 
Public, liberties Commiiiee of the 
Lower House, Mo h a mma d..: A1 .. 

Azaiydeh. He has already' sent a-- 
memo to Prime Minister Fayez Al.. 

Tarawneh suggesting that more than 
50 (rases against. journalists be 
dropped A memo was also sent by 
the rapporteur to the Justice Minisr -- .. 
terJawaai AlSbooL . . Axpxydeh ^ . 

French food experts hi Jordan • 

■ Food'indusfcry experts from fiance presented woriring papers 
raj food manufacturing, packaging sod storingduring awork- 
shop held at toe Higher Council of Science and Technology 


gjes in manufacturing and storing meats, liquids and, o ther fo od 
products. The French experts are part of a. delegationi currently 
on a visit to Jordan. Members of the delegation, wt» represent 
the FreaHi Associatio n of Food Industries, are specialized m- 
tois field, and will be assisting Jordanian industrialists to launch 
joint ventures in the food industry. Jordanian industrialists and 
experts from universities and research centers took pan m toe 
wratahop entitled ‘Food Manufacturing in Jordan* hdd by toe 
Jordanian University in cooperation with toe French Embassy 
in Amman .The participants deliveredlectines 
u>-date methods of food packaging and storing. Food industries 
amount to. 15 per cent of Jordan’s total rndnstoti produce For 
his port , toe Ftench Ambassador said fianoe has toe second 

largest food exports in tite world. v.:"' 
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Manama (Petra)—Her Royal 
Highness - Princess - Basma 
called for an anaiial Arab 
report on human develop- 
m ea t, mmiar to that of the 
UN.. Development , Fund 
(UNDP). 

'• JSodt & report mold serve 
as an effective tool when tak¬ 
ing drid^OKiitHddsd decs- 
sransatttelngbestleveL 
An Arab report of this kind 
would help Arab countries to 
work out strategies, involving 
all sectors of the society. The 
Princess added that coordma- 
tioa . amongst Arab countries 
knot only a strategic opfidn, 
bot-a vital cfanert in enhanc¬ 
ing h uman development in 
Arab countries. 

: The 1998 UNDP report 


brought to tight the various 
types of world consumption, 
and tbeir impact on I nmia n 
development The Princess 
noted that the twentieth cen¬ 
tury has seen an unprece¬ 
dented expansion in world 
consumption, rising sixfold 
compared to consumption 
rates in 1950. 

. The Arab countries have 
accomplished tangible 

progress in the area of human 
development over the past 
three HeraAy . This fare been 
dearty illustrated by the 
reduction in rhiUl mortality 
rates, expanding vaccine and 
inoentatinn programs, and the 
reduction in malnntrition 

a mong rhBHrow M 



Qwara Ceramics 

The fine art of pottery 


ByGbassan Joha 

Special toThe Star 

WHEN you enter toe show 
room of toe new Qwara Ceram 
ics factory, you will immedi 
ately notice the splendor of the 
colorful. pottery. Even if you 
are not looking to buy a tea set 
or some tablewear to decorate 
the bouse, your hands will not 
leave the showroom empty. 

Boto the factory and the 
showroom were opened on 4 
October, and display the hew 
production line of ceramics. 
The center is port'of the Queen 
Alia Fund (QAF) for Social 
Development and was founded 
m August 1995, with toe assis¬ 
tance of USAid in Amm an. 

' . The inauguration was mate; 
by Yoshio Yabe, the represen 
tative of Japan's International 
Cooperation Agency (J1CA) 
and Wasif Azar, 
chairman of. the 
QAF .: Ceramic 
X>epartment Offi- 
..dais from . the 
“USAid and the 
Japanese Embassy 
were , also among 
toe audience. 

Japan ' has 
donated •... US$ 

200,000 worth of 
equipment to toe 
center, m order to 
upgrade the qual¬ 
ity and quantity of 
ceramic produc¬ 
tions. The aim is 
to mass produce 
ceramics, as well 
as improve the 
manual skills of toe artists. 

■ In bis" opening speech, Mr 
Azar paid tribute to all the 
supervisors at the center, 
showing bis appreciation of 
their unique style of pottery, 
which for the first time, is 
being made by talented Jorda¬ 
nian pottens. • 

. He praised the idea of toe 
factory as a step towards mini¬ 
mizing the higb rates of unem¬ 
ployment in the . country. Mr 
Yabe thanked the QAF for 
depending on Japanese expert 
assistance, provided under toe 
scheme of Qfficial Develop¬ 
ment Assistance (ODA) from 
the Japanese government 

The donated equipment for 
the ceramic factory consists of 
a derailing extruder fan, an 
automatic roller machine, an' 
auto-claycutting, machine, 
and a vacuum agitator, and sup- 
~ piemen CS- Ovens and other 
appliances, were also obtained 
.by grants from the USAid, 

,. Historically, pottery dates 
.back to the middle ages. to. toe 
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■ Majeed Asfour in Al Rai addressed a very important 
issue in Jordanian society—the high birth rate. If Jordani¬ 
ans go on producing children at their current rate, then the 
issues of poverty and unemployment will be even hairier to 
eradicate. The increased birth rate could veiy well turn into 
a never ending issue. The government social funds will not 
be able, for instance, to provide for the ever increasing 
number of beneficiaries. 

Asfour says this problem will cost the public budget 
large sums of money, just like the bread subsidy program. 
He adds that, in this day and age, a big family is no longer 
considered healthy. On the contrary, they are seen as a bur¬ 
den. a load on the shoulders of their parents, and an obsta¬ 
cle to public development. 

The columnist says we should not be talking about con¬ 
trolling child birth, but we should consider limiting it, to be 
able to deal with our development problems. Planners and 
officials should tackle the issue of limiting child birth and 
unemployment simultaneously, because they are parallel. 
Advertising on its own will not serve this purpose. We have 
to teach people that having 12 children—without any con¬ 
cern for potential physical deformity or mental retardation 
—is an irresponsible act, which will lead to more unem¬ 
ployment and poverty. 

Casino Jericho! 

■ In his column in Shihan. Fakhri Qawar praises the cou¬ 
rage of one Palestinian citizen, who criticized the the PNA 
on live television. The episode happened during “Open 
Day", a phone-in program hosted by Ahmed Qurai’, the 
speaker of the Palestinian Legislative Council. 

The caller asked Qurai’ about toe Casino in Jericho, and 
wondered if toe PNA was thinking next of building a “nud¬ 
ist beach” in Gaza, “which is also against our religion and 
values.” Qurai’ and toe hosts of the program were flabber¬ 
gasted at such a question. 

The Palestinian official claimed it was not his decision to 
open the casino, but was up to toe PLC. The producers of 
the program were so angry with this particular caller, that 
they cut him off and did not give him a chance to reply. 
Qawar commends and supports the opinion of toe Palestin¬ 
ian caller. Palestine, he says, doesn't need a casino, it needs 
to regain its independence and dignity. 

Qawar drew toe readers attention to a very important era 
in the history of Vietnam, and wonders if the rebels would 
have conquered a superpower like the USA if they thought 
about opening up casinos instead of concentrating on their 
struggle for freedom. The columnist says toe Palestinians 
too should concentrate on their struggle, and should not 
give in to the attempts of the PNA to “crush any sign of 
Palestinian resistance.” 






early stages of humanity. 
Although Qwara ceramics are 
produced from imported mate¬ 
rials, Jordan is rich with raw 
materials. Speaking unoffi¬ 
cially after his speech, Mr 
Azar called on the Japanese 
officials to help the QAF to 
extract raw materials from Jor¬ 
dan, as this would reduce the 
production ‘ costs of toe 
pottery. 

However, toe benefits of 
importing materials is that 
they can guarantee large 
inventories, which maintain 
the high quantity and quality 
of the pottery. 

Designing requires full, 
awareness of both quality and 
shape. Wandering around the 
showroom (set in toe 300 sqa- 
ure meter complex) you come 
across a fine display of ceram¬ 
ics, proudly made by toe 
bands of 47 porters. Moreover, 
the elegance of the produced 
ceramics stimulates the visi¬ 
tor's curiosity to ask about the 
process of making pottery. . 


After combining 
clay with water, 
they leave toe 
mixture for a max¬ 
imum of two 
weeks to dry. 
Shaping and deco¬ 
rating the pot, 
doesn't take more 


than two hours. 


shape by an auto¬ 
matic press, and is 
then moulded by 
toe artist into toe desired 
shape. The moment toe pot 
dries, the artist can decorate 
using a wide range of beauti¬ 
ful colors, which blend 
together with toe greyish pot 
There are two types of 
ceramics, earthemware and 
stoneware. The former is 
made of slightly porous 
opaque clay, fired at low heat, 
whilst the latter is fired at high 
heat, is well vitrified and is 
the most common. 

Qwara ceramics use toe fin¬ 
est quality clay; it is durable, 
and free of impurities and 
lead. The displayed vessels in 
the showroom range from tea 
sets to table-wares, and from 
ashtrays to flower vases. 

Hie Qwara center operates 
as the sole producers of custo¬ 
mized and commercial 
ceramic promotional items in 
Jordan, incorporating Arab 
and Islamic heritage in most 


of their artwork. The factory 
now has a production capacity 
of about 1500 pieces per day. 

Ramzi Abu Ghazalch, toe 
marketing manager of the 
QAF. told The Star that, “The 
Qwara showroom has devel¬ 
oped human resources, gener¬ 
ated quality’ jobs, and most of 
all. provided desired products 
at a competitive price.” 

The ceramics arc now on 
public display. The Qwara 
showroom is located in the 
Muga-Bilein area, opposite to 
toe Crown Hotel, on toe JTV 
road. ■ 


Al Bustan Palace 
Intercontinental (Muscat) 
wins top magazine award 

THE AL BUSTAN Palace InterContinental fMuscatl was voted 
the Best Business Hotel in the World, according to readers of the 
prestigious UK magazine Cond Nasi Traveller. 

The AI Bustan Palace Intercontinental (Muscat) was voted 
number one in a poll of 26.000 readers. The award was collected 
by the Hotel's regional vice president and general manager, Issa 
Al Hajry. at a recent ceremony in London. 

Cond Nasi Traveller said of toe Al Bustan Palace Inter¬ 
Continental lMuscat) that, “Although it is a business hotel, it 
doesn't have that ‘corporate’ feel, because of its exciting location, 
amazing service and delicious food.’’ 

Cond Nasi Traveller went on to place the hotel second in its list 
of 100 ‘best of toe best', with a 96 percent satisfaction score. 

The Amstel InterContinental (Amsterdam) was ranked sixth in 
Cond Nasi Traveller's Best Overseas Business hotels category. 
The hotel came 34th on the magazine’s top 100 list, with a satis¬ 
faction score of 88.7 percent 

The hotels qualified for the awards only when a set number of 
nominations had been received. The 13 categories for nominations 
included overseas holiday hotels. UK holiday hotel, overseas 
business hotels, countries, islands, airlines, cruise lines, overseas 
cities. UK cities, airport, car rental and spa resorts/hotels.H 
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AMMAN (Story—It’s a 
new academic year for uni¬ 
versity students. . Earlier 
this week students at pubGc 
universities—numbering 
tens of thousands—-flocked 
to. their ’ lecture-halls to 
start what many say will be 
an innovative year in the 
world of academia. Despite 
talk of increasing fees for 
credit hours—something 
that arises every year—the 
feeling so far is robust 
This is especially so for 
those who are going'to uni¬ 
versity for the first time. At 
the University of Jordan, 
for instance, a mood of ela¬ 
tion can be detected. This 
year alone, there are 5,000 
new undergraduates on the 
lists, in addition to the 
3,000 students who are 
registered for higher 
degrees. AH in dH, the Uni¬ 
versity has 24,000 students 
in attendance. 



AkJaber Shopping 
Center - Mecca Street 
Td; 5828163,5821656, 
Mefafletfft-32125 



Last Day Oct. 8 

0 

HOTEL 

INTER-CONTINENTAL 

JORDAN 


86 1SHBH01H0 • ISTJUaOODIO 86 



























































.1 fam.wk 


_J 


<*»— "-~;~*r —.'.-v-'■ •'■ ' 


23 

B h 

n - 




4 THE STAR 


0 


N 


I 


0 


N 


8 OCTOBER 1998 


TT 


i' * 


Lurie's NewsCartoon 


! 


I 


w. 


EE 

3 - 


- CM 
7tl 
St 
pr 

* pi. 
an 

* pa 
( Gi 


i an 

I 

I re 
i » 
J ", 

. Pi 
io 

‘ K> 
a I 


D 

el 

of 

af 

ag 

th 


ex 

m 

vi 

CT 

01 

th 

‘i 

vv 

iz 

re 

ta 

or 

S' 

h 

A 


1 

fl 

3 



The fight for Kosovo 

Can Nato move to 




i i 


stop the 





What to 
expect? 


Latent addition to the Moscow Mausoleum 


Our Say. . . 


Averting a catastrophe 

THE SYRIAN-Turkish tension is adding a dangerous dimension to an already 
hazardous Middle East political scene. Ankara’s repeated threats to Damascus 
- of an imminent military action should not be taken lightly by the Arab world. 

A military conflict between the two Muslim countries is unpredictable and 
may easily develop into a regional black hole, not uolike the Gulf Crisis, if it is 
not contained swiftly. 

Turkey's allegations and claims need to be examined closely. The feet 
that Turkey and Israel have been developing a close military and political al¬ 
liance in the past few years is enough to point to an illicit Israeli connection to 
the current confli ct Syria’s pivotal role in the now-debunked Middle East 
: peace process is already known. Ankara’s dubious relations with the Likud-led 
government of Benjamin Netanyahu have angered the Arabs and are viewed as 
hostile and menacing. While Turkey insists that its special closeness to Israel 
should not worry the Arab world, the timing of this latest crisis calls for a clos¬ 
er examination of the Turkish-Israeli alliance. 

There are a n umb er of factors to be considered in the context of the troubled 
Syrian-Turkish relations. One has to do with historic Syrian cl aims to territory 
now under Turkish rule. Another deals with allegations that Syria is offering lo¬ 
gistical support to the Kurdish workers Party (PKK) fighters who have been 
engaged in a struggle against the Ankar a government over Kurdish indepen¬ 
dence. And a third and more important element in the present tension has to do 
wife Turkey's control of water sharing rights of the Euphrates, which crosses 
into both Syria and Iraq. It would be naive to believe that Israel is an innocent 
party to the present conflict. 

_ On one hand, Tel Aviv is concerned about Syria's military strength and its 
special ties wife Iran, which supports the Hizbollah fighters in their struggle to 
liberate Israeli-occupied South Lebanon. Islamic Iran is considered a major 
threat to Israel and as an unfriendly neighbor to secular Turkey. On the other 
hand, the Netanyahu government has shut the door before any peaceful settle¬ 
ment to occupied Golan Heights within the context of the ailing Middle East 
peace process. This mosaic of conflicts and parties makes fee Syrian-Turkish 
crisis a more serious one than it appears. 

The Egyptian mediation in fee conflict is the most important one at this stage. 
President Mubarak, who previously criticized the Turkish-Israeli alliance, has 
rushed to contain the crisis. But if Turkey’s hostile stance develops into a mili¬ 
tary adventure, then Egypt and the other Arab countries must come to Syria’s 
aid. Wife fee bitter memories of fee Gulf crisis still flesh in our minds, dia¬ 
logue and political wisdom must endure to avert a looming catastropheJH 


A. Union Jack flag 
flies in front of the 
Greta Hall of the 
People at the western 
end of Tiananmen 
Square (back¬ 

ground), as soldiers 
from the People's 
Liberation Army , 
carrying red flags, 
line up for a welcom¬ 
ing ceremony for 
British Prime Minis¬ 
ter Tony Blair, 6 
October. Blair 

arrived in China for 
a six-day visit, just 
hours after Beijing 
signed a key interna¬ 
tional convention at 
Bte United Nations , 
guaranteeing politi¬ 
cal freedoms. 
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! By Star Staff Writer 

■ SECTARIAN wars in the 
; Bulkans have become emi- 
! nent after the break-up of 
I the Yugoslav Federal Union 
’ early in 1992. 

First, it was the Bosnians 
who fought for four years to 
gain (what some -prefer to 
call it) a trilateral state in 
1995. to be built on the 
debris of their heavy human 
causalities. 

Now. e thni c Albanians -in 
Kosovo are having their turn, 
and it seems that they are 
heading for a similar fate. 

Hundreds have been killed 
in wide ethnic cleansing mas¬ 
sacres—before the eyes of 
the international comma - 

niiy—after the Albanian sep¬ 
aratists became determined 
last February to fight Serbian 
domination over their terri¬ 
tory. Up until now, over 
300.000 people have been 
driven from their homes in 
Kosovo. 

The NATO military forces 
have been working for 
months on plans to intervene 
in Kosovo, and many poten¬ 
tial targets have been drawn 
□p to compel the Serb forces 
to retreat from their province. 
Yet. as of now. this NATO 
objective has been conspi- 
cous by its absence. 

The Serbians installed an 
interim government in 
Kosovo last week, a step they 
claim was taken “to normal¬ 
ize the situation in the rebel¬ 
lious province.” 

This declaration was 
unprecedented. It came in the 
wake of the UN Security 
Council discussion of a 
report made by UN Secre¬ 
tary General Kofi "Annan on 
whether the Serbs are com¬ 
plying with demands to stop 
their assault in the province. 



Western leaders made a 
final decision on whether to 
override Russian and Chinese 
objections, and to start air 
raids against the Serbian 
forces. Both Russia and 
China have flatly rejected 
using force to end fee con¬ 
flict. 

“Military interventions is 
an illogical move to end such 
an internal matter,” a top 
Chinese diplomat said. 

Russian Prime Minister 
Yevgeny Primakov urged 
both Britain and fee United 
States not to repeat past mis¬ 
takes, stressing feat problems 
in Kosovo cannot be solved 
by using an outside force. 

Mr Primakov also reas¬ 
sured fee Russian position 
for opposing any military 
action without asking the UN 
first. Last month, the ‘Duma’ 
(Russian Parliament), reaf¬ 
firmed that any unlawful use 
of force would be considered 
as aggression. 

The Duma said it would 
review relations with NATO 
if fee West went ahead with 
its threats of air strikes. Two 
top Russian officials. 

Defence Minister Igor Ser¬ 
giev and Foreign Minister 
Igor Ivanov, paid a surprise 
visit to Serbia, a step that 
may give a warning against 
any expected military 
actions. 

“There has been a total 
reluctance in fee EU to deal 
with fee Kosovo problem,” 
admits British Prime Minister 
Tony Blair. British Foreign 
Minister Robin Cook, moreo¬ 
ver, has urged fee European 
Union to step np efforts in 
order to save time and bring 
the crisis to an end. 

Meanwhile. German Minis¬ 
ter Klaus Kink el said feat fee 
clock was at one minute to 
12, regarding the expected 



US mediator Richard Holbrooke gestures after meeting 
with Yugoslav President Slobodan Milosevic in Belgrade 
October 5. Milosevic told Holbrooke that threatened 
NATO air strikes would be a “criminal act”, dealing a 
rebuff to hopes of an early end to Yugoslavia’s confronta¬ 
tion with the West The Americans, who had spent most of 
Monday evening talking to Milosevic said they would go 
to Pristina later on Tuesday to meet Kosovo Albanian 
political leaders and then return to Belgrade. .;* 


NATO intervention. The 
Serbs have been given antil 
15 October, otherwise NATO 
bombs will begin to fall 
down on them. 

Although he didn’t give an 


ultimatum, ‘ Mr Kinkel 
stressed that Serbian leaders 
must be aware of fee NATO 
seriousness. The upcoming* 
few days will be decisive for 
the whole of Europe. ■ ’ . 

. : _-,V: . • 


A view from America 




By Carrie NeDe - 

I RECENTLY had a friend stay at my 
house, and international affaire (politics 
; and diplomacy, not the extra-marital 
variety) were a regular conversation 
! topic between us. I enjoyed our discus- 
j sions. because he was one of fee most 
politically astute persons I have ever 
known, and during one of our debates 
' fee name of Secretary of 
State Madeline Albright was 
mentioned. Immediately—as 
. a sought of reflex 
response—I said. “I like 
her." He then asked me why 
I liked her. 

I have thought about fee 
ensuing conversation many 
times since then, and i am in 
a better position to answer. 

Albright is a woman for 
the late 20fe century. Her 
background qualifies her for 
the exceedingly important 
position she fills, perhaps 
more so than any person in 
recent American politics. 

She has been Secretary of 
State for only one and a half 
years—hardly enough time 
to judge her work histori¬ 
cally. 

My friend was particularly 
concerned feat she had done 
little to move the Arab- 
Isnaeli stalemate. She had 
not participated in the flam¬ 
boyant shuttle diplomacy 
like some of her predeces¬ 
sors. Yet. I think her 
steady, determined efforts 
are beginning to show posi¬ 
tive results. In September. 

Benjamin Netanyahu and 
Yasir Arafat shook bauds 
over a new agreement. 
Unfortunately, buf not sur¬ 
prisingly. there has since 
been violence in the West 
Bank, i believe feat this is 
the nature of human beings; 
there will always be some 
who challenge peace. In 
my opinion. Albright is a 
most capable-person at meet¬ 
ing obstacles and defeating them. My 
friend questioned fee 1997 revelation 
that Albright was born a lew, and the 
subsequent enquiry as to whether she 
tried to cover this fact op. Albright took 
a lot of flack on this matter. She was 
even attacked by Jews, who felt she had 
been denying her heritage and cultural 
roots. However, upon closer inspection, 
it has become apparent feat it was an 
honest revelation. If her past achieve¬ 
ments are any indication, it will not 
affect fee way she tackles forei 
affairs, especially vis-a-vis the Jewi 
Palestinian relations. 

Albright’s family had to flee Czecho¬ 
slovakia twice, once from the Nazis and 


then from fee Communists. Her father, 
a state diplomat and then later a United 
Nations diplomat, felt he had to take 
whatever measures necessary to protect 
his family. 

In the 1930s. when Albright was a 
child, the entire family converted to 
Roman Catholicism. As the family had 
not been very religious, it would seem 
that this was a pragmatic move, rather 



£ 


than a religious one. 

From her earliest years in fee Stales. 
Albright was a scholar. She was edu¬ 
cated at Wellesly, erne of the mast out¬ 
standing universities in fee world. 
After marrying into a wealthy, influen¬ 
tial family (at which time she dropped 
Catholicism to become an Episcopalian, 
at fee request of fee family of her hus¬ 
band). she gave birth to twin daughters, 
then earned her Ph,D in. political sci¬ 
ence at Columbia University—again, an 
excellent learning institution. When 
Albright and family, including a third 
daughter by then, moved to Washing¬ 
ton. DC. she began her political career 
in earnest, working first for Senator 


Edmund Muskie.ggd loiter for Carter 
appointee Zbigne^prezjigskyr. She was 
fee foreign affairiflad visor 1 o Geraldine 
Ferraro, fee first woman ever to be 
named as a candidate for Vice President 
of fee United States by. a major party. 
She later served as fee foreign affairs 
advisor to Michael Dukakis, Demo¬ 
cratic Presidential nominee defeated by 
George Bush. 

It was in the 1980s that 
she met tire then Democratic 
governor--of Arkansas, Bill 
Clinton. Throughout her 
years in Washington, Alb¬ 
right cultivated fee interna¬ 
tional community and fee 
US politicos. She even man¬ 
aged to win over the reac¬ 
tionary conservative, power-. 
ful Jesse Helms. fee 
‘against everything new 
since fee 1930s’ Senator 
from North Carolina. 

When Clinton named 
Albright as Ambassador to 
the United Nations, she 
alienated some wife her 
direct - stands and overt 
statements on a. number of 
issues. The very same tac¬ 
tics that would have been • 
appreciated in a man were 
questioned in a woman. It 
was. not long before she 
began to be viewed by her 
colleagues as an individual 
in a position in which she 
behaved admirably, as 
opposed to an iodiyidual 
who happened lo be a 
woman. 

Since being confirmed as 
the US Secretary of State in 
February 1997, Albright 
has stepped on toes, but 
some toes need to be 
stepped upon. She has dedi¬ 
cated herself to her job. 
wife.an intellect and energy - 
feat would challenge any 
rl fin«e being (Her assistant 
James Rubin, has noted 
that although she is older, 
he finds it harder to keep up 

■ schedule). ^ s ™ eUn « 

1 think my friend’s concern as to fee 
accomplishments of Albright is mis- 
- placed. She has fee background— 
academically, intellectually and exneri- 
ence-wxse—that is needed. All this is 
tempered wife .motivation and 
determination. 

Assuming feat CKwon wifi remain in 
ofhee ^yond the present ridiculous 
scandal, Madeline Albright should brine 
increased respect to fee United States 

’ ! - s hoped ** sb * 
will be fee one who is able finally to 

bnng a substantial measure of stability 
to fee Middle East and Central &m>pe! 


IT IS difficult to know 
what to expect anymore 
from our region—the 
escalation of tension 
between neighbors— 
seem now to be habit¬ 
ual. Alliances emerge 
overnight, and counter¬ 
alliances disappear at 
the same speed. Any 
move at reconciliation 
is immediately seen as 
hypocritical. 

It is crucial feat ten¬ 
sions are cased between 
Syria and Turkey, and 
fee most credible player 
in the region to provide 
such mediation has to 
be Jordan. The King¬ 
dom has a long and 
respectable, record of 
honesty with Syria, and 
it also has strong rela¬ 
tions wife Turkey. Our 
standing is made for 
mediation. - - 

The leadership of His 
Majesty King Hussein 
provides fee ethos for 
our country’s modern-" 
tion, and . peaceful co¬ 
existence wife our 
neighbors. In addition. 
HRH Crown Prince 
Hassan, the Regent, has 
tirelessly called for the 
institutionalization of 
the concept of conflict 
resolution—in , . our 
region, and . in the 
Islamic world as well. 

It is. vital feat this 
concept is implemented 
soon, before circa in¬ 
stances .. become even 
more intractable. The 
creation of such a forum 
would enable all parties 
-.to ak their views, dis¬ 
cuss their fears and pri- 
‘ orities, . and work 
-together., on solving 
mutual problems. 

1L is a forum that 
- binds, rather than 
divides,; providing fee 
chance for all to speak 
freely. Accessibility to 
information would be 
easily provided, and the 
pooling - of resources 
mmkt produced dcs&czble- 
resul,i- 
■ The sooner we can 
cooperate on this idea, 
fee. better. Any end 
resale from a forum is 
bound to be better than 
massing troops on bor¬ 
ders, and fee squander¬ 
ing of fee few and valu¬ 
able resources that we 
all have to share. 

It is ironic that as we 
all hope and pray that 
NATO will intervene in 
Kosovo, to stop the bru¬ 
tality, we see similar 
tensions building up 
. between Iran and 
Afghanistan, and Syria 
and Turkey. 

There is also a strong 
school of thought that 
expects more trouble for 
fee. region in fee event 
of a USA and NATO 
strike. Venting our frus¬ 
trations on each other 
regionally, as well as 
pan-Islamically, is only 
likely to increase those 
frustrations, and lead to 
violence. 

We are not surplus 
nations. Yet, sadly, 
what we are doing to 
each other, by and large, 
exceeds anything that 
any extra-regional, or 
extra-Islamic power can 
do . to us. Rather than 
search for the shadowy 
forces behind our own 
conflicts, let us look 
deep into ourselves and 
try to come to terms 
wife each other. 

Our common enemies 
are apparent to all; 
obscurantism, poverty, 
under-development, 
scarcity of resources 
and investment, are all 
part of the mosaic that 
covers the facade of our 
various nations. They 
are not enemies feat can 
be defeated through the 
barrel of the gun, and 
constant conflict, but 
rather through coopera¬ 
tion and . common 
understanding.. • Will 
there be a time when 
these wishes come true? 

Of course, no . one 
country can'provide fee 
answer all by them¬ 
selves, for we are all 
bound together by com¬ 
mon territory as well as 
a, common religious 
efeos.: *.. 

■ However, for" Jordan 
the path is very clear. It 
has been, affirmed over 
a period of time, and by 
. Hashemite leader¬ 
ship. Our ethos is of 
P*sce between nations, 
and fee resolution of 
problems by negotia¬ 
tion, rather than the use- 
of force. ■ 
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P Total dealings at 
Anwjan Pbanciaj Market' 
dechned to 46.6 percent: 
last month. Turnover was 
■H? 19.7 million compared 
with JD 36.9 million in 
August. Overall 
shares in September, were 
w 7 million, a fall of 14.7' 

million compared with 

August. However, daily 
dealings stood at ID 0.9 
million against JD - 1.7 
million in August The 
lion share of dealings 
went to the banking and 
financial institution sec¬ 
tors, which generated JD 
9.1 million. This was fol¬ 
lowed by the udosttial' 

I Hector which generated JD- 
7.8 million. The services' 

sector produced JD 12 
million, whilst the ins»- ' 
mnee sector came last, 
with JD 0.6 million. ■ 

P The Arab Potash 
Company will soon, get 
the ISO 9002 certificate. 1 
for compliance with inter¬ 
national standards and | 
specifications—the first | 
company in the region Id 
get such accreditation. It 
will be the icing on' the - 
cake after good -perfor¬ 
mances in the local, 
regional and global mar¬ 
ket place. ' 

P Jordan Petroleum 
Refinejy has finalized its 
preparations co raise its 
daily operational capacity 
to 14,000- tons of crude . 
oil, at a total cost of JD 5 
million. This expansion - 
will help the Kingdom: id 
meet its fuel oil reguire^ 
meat up until the year 
2003. 

P The Association-’ of 
Banks in • Jordan -. his 
issued a new oditionvf its. 
magazine. Banks in Jor¬ 
dan. in which many bank ¬ 
ing articles were tackled 
Among issues published 
in the magazine is. an artir . 
cle on the 22nd session of 
the Council'of the-Arab 
Central Baades' Governors * 
-and Monetary Establish-: 
ments held in Amman last 
month, and ibe. issue <rf. 
credit facilities offered by 
the Central Bank of Jor¬ 
dan to all .productive sec¬ 
tors. The fiscal resdts.Jof, 
pperadogj banks' iajTtffdan 
were also: dfedosed'iaad 
analyzed, Addcft to this.. 
was other- banking' news 
items and a detailed report 
on Amman Hnanaal. 
Market. '" 

P An airbus; aeroplane 
model 310 became opera¬ 
tional in the Royal Jorda¬ 
nian Airline - fleet this 
week, replacing .the old. 
Trias tar aircrafts. These 
planes are for long, ' 
medium and short dis¬ 
tance flights. The RJ exec¬ 
utive director said that the 
decision comes m ;tine 
with the . government's 
plan to privatize the air¬ 
line, and will .help the 
national earner to curb its : 
debts; 


Oktoberfest 
arrives in Amman 

• Hotel Intercontinental (Jor¬ 
dan). and in cooperation with 
the Royal Jordanian, Opel 
’* Henninger Beef, Aramex, 1 
* UMS, and Chiquita, will bring 
the celebration of Oktoberfest' 
directly to Amman once more. 

The festival is the most 
famous annual beer event, and 
is held over 25 days—from 21 
September until 15 October. 
The celebration cbmemorates 
the first production of beer in 
1998. . w, 

Hotel Inter.Continental (Jor¬ 
dan) is holding the German 
Oktoberfest on 7 and 8-Octo-; 
ber. The Sepp’l Gussman band 
have flown directly from 
Munich to provide the authen¬ 
tic German atmosphere. As 
included in the event are many 
traditional games and etfler-- 
tainment. Guests will have the 
chance to enjoy German food, 
and sample the very P°P alar 
i f German beere. • • 


Foreign 


| Wednesday. 7 October 


BuyJD 

SeDJD 

- iuss-:--- 

. 0.7080 

0.7100 

-.£■-'.,.0 

1.1510 

11568 

DM;-:: 

04121 

(U145 

" -SFr ’ •/, 

04801 

0A825 

frf : 

r 0.1227 

01233 

YEN V ;: 

05624 

05652 

_ ; 

i 03667 

,03685 

"St“ 

in** 

| 00419 

0JM21 


ments to 


soci 


^expected soon 



• By Ilham Sadeq 

Star Staff Writer 

THE REPEATED calls urging 
decision makers to introduce 
: changes to . the pensions and 
social security laws, seems to 
be having an effect; as -there 
are , rumors that amendments 
are on their way. 

‘ The beneficiaries "of this 
law—jhase who have reached ; 
the retirement age—are finding 
that their social security pay¬ 
ments are increasingly being 
• diminished because of rocket¬ 
ing pdcesr in" all basic 
commodities: ' 

. This issue, is currently being 
tackled by the social security 
institutions, who woe estab¬ 
lished to aid' employees once 
they reach the retirement age. 
In orderibr these institutions to 
function properly, they need to 
forecast well in'advance of the 
'icmrenf.demand, and this ..can 
only be done wfth proper cdor- 
dmatian between the Govern¬ 
ment, the. .employee and the 
employer 

.’To'- highlight this important 
issue. The Star intendewed'Mr 
Ali Issa, die.executiye director 
aLtbe Social Securiry Corpora¬ 
tion (SSQ. He said, “The pro¬ 
posed amendments ...are 
intended to close up some cur- 
rent loopholes, discovered dur¬ 
ing the implementation of. the 
SSC law over, the .last few 
years. 9 Mr lssa went cm to add 
that, “The amendments, doe to 
be submitted to_ the cabinet 
soon, will include a number of 
stories to prepare the King¬ 
dom' far- any future changes to 
the.socia}. and economic 
sectors. 9 ' 

- Mr lssa, who is also die SSC 
spokesman, outlined some of 
the proposed, amendments to 
The Starr “We hope to ensure 
that, should a worker tier killed 


at bis workplace, 
then his family/ 
next of kin will be 
'-’entitled to.50 per¬ 
cent of his current 
.Wages. This is tip 
until, his 'expected 
. retirement age. In 
addition,, we hope 
. to add more dis¬ 
eases to the list 
outlined in che cur¬ 
rent law, to allow 
more.cases, to be 
covered. Should a 
worker receive a 
further injury or 
illness whilst in 
hospital, we rec¬ 
ommend that be/, 

. she should be enti¬ 
tled to 75 percent 
'•--of the cu rr en t 
wage (up from the 
65 percent entitle¬ 
ment as outlined in 
the current law). 

Should the. worker ,, , 
have to be readmit- Mr Issa 
lied to hospital 
within six months after treat¬ 
ment, then the same provisions 
should also apply as well," Mr 
Issa explained. 

The Social Security laws 
aim to provide cover for those 
who reach the age of retire¬ 
ment, die, or become disabled. 
For the. first time,.however, it is 
proposed that the widower and 
any dependents (over 18 years 
old) should receive a share of 
the expected pension. 

This" is not all The draft 
amendments will also address 
the /possibility, of raising the 
pension'payments, in order to 
cope with the rising cost of liv¬ 
ing, and to improve the pur¬ 
chasing power of Jordanians. 
Prime Minister Fayez Taraw- 
neb has recently promised to 
address this problem. 

■ Referring to the issue of 





early retirement. Mr Issa 
explained that, “The present 
guidelines will remain the 
same; namely at the age of 45 
for both male and female work¬ 
ers. with 15 years service as a 
minimum requirement." How¬ 
ever, should parliament endorse 
the early retirement proposals, 
then the SSC could be obliged 
to pay vast amounts to pension¬ 
ers. Asked whether the corpora¬ 
tion would be able to meet 
these obligations, Mr Issa 
pointed out that, “The SSC pro¬ 
duces a financial stains report 
every five years, to be 
acquainted with its expenditure 
and revenues. The plan enables 
us to recognize current needs 
and to prepare for expected 
problems in the future. It 
should be mentioned that the 
our expenditures increase every 


aid deal agreed by France 


By RonlaKhalaf ; 

FRANCE AGREED to a : 
FFr4.2hn (5750m)'" package 
,of debt relief and economic 
assistance to Morocco last 
-week, in an'effort to bolster 
Rabat’s political and eco¬ 
nomic reforms. ■- 
". Xbe package falls short of 
Morocco's requests, but 
marks a endorsement' of the 
government of ■ Abderrah- 
: mane Youssoufi, the. new 
Moroccan prime minister, 
and gives him a set of con¬ 
crete economic agreements 
to take back to Rabat after 
hds-two-day official visit to 
• Paris." • .' •' ’ 

Lionel Jospin, French 
.prime minister, made clear 
his country was .keen to con-, 
tribute to Morocco V reforms 
and to - help ease disparities 
still plagueing the country. 

' Mr Youssoufi "declared liis 
trip a success. ?Tt was a nip 
on which the eyes of all 
. Moroccans Were fixed,” be 
said yesterday. 

.The financial package con¬ 
sists of FFr2 bnin debt relief 
through the refinancing of 
the most, expensive debt 
owed to France and unblock- 
. ing at least FFr700m in pre- 


1 vioiisfy agreed debt coover- 
: sion into;, investment. Eco- 
. homic . assistance, mean¬ 
while, includes FFrlbn in 
three-year French Develop¬ 
ment Agency credits. 

With the global economic 
crisis set to slow Morocco's 
already erratic growth, and 
debt service taking up 30 per 
cent of the budget, the gov- 
• erhtnent has put debt relief— 
particularly from France—at 
' the top of its agenda. About 
17 per cent of Morocco's 
-total external debt of $19bn 
is owed to France, but ser¬ 
vicing ibis part of the debt 
takes up 26 per cent of total 
debt service charge. - 
Falhallah Oualalou, 

Morocco's finance minister, 
said yesterday his govern¬ 
ment faced a two-year 
crunch period during which 
debt service was peaking but 
would begin to decline after 
the year 2000. 

“We are a countiy which 
respects fundamental eco¬ 
nomic balances but the share 
of public investment in the 
budget is declining and it is 
beginning to hurt,” he said hi 
an interview. “It is therefore 
essentia] for ns to change the 
structure of the budget.” - 


Unfortunately, this crunch 
coincides with the arrival of 
the new government, which 
took over at die beginning of 
the year. Mr Youssoufi’s 
cabinet—drawn mostly from 
parties which had always 
been, in the opposition 
marked an important move 
towards democrat"!sation in 
Morocco. The government is 
coming under pressure to 
deliver on promises of better 
social conditions, while 
keeping the budget deficit at 
less than 3 per cent of gross 
domestic product. 

Mr OoalaJou had been 
hoping France would include 
new pledges for debt conver¬ 
sions into French public 
investment in social projects, 
which could be implemented 
faster than conversions into 
private investment. France 
agreed to such a deal on a 
small scale last year but has 
nor been keen to repeat it. 
Instead, Rabat yesterday 
won new credits to support 
projects which could help 
bridge income disparities, 
but would not reduce the 
debt burden M 
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A. dealer smiles as she takes a break in between heavy dollar trading in Taipei\7 
October. Taiwan- foreign exchange markets saw a volume of $963Js million on 
' Wednesday, She. highest trading volume aione this year. The Taiwan dollar closed at 
TS33346 to the US dollar. . Reuters 



year, but the corporation is 
capable of meeting its commit¬ 
ments in the short ran.” 

Mr Issa, who has been with 
the SSC since its establishment 
in 1979, added that. “The SSC 
intends to increase revenues, in 
order to face any future defi¬ 
cits.” The revenues themselves 
come from monthly subscrip¬ 
tion fees collected from sub¬ 
scribers, and from the interest 
accrued from investments (The 
SSC invests over JD 1 billion 
in various economic sectors, 
including public share holding 
companies, loans, treasury 
bonds, real estate, banking and 
tourism. Last year, these invest¬ 
ments generated about JD 80 
million;. 

If anyone can prepare the 
Kingdom it's future pension 
responsibilities, then it is Mr 
Issa—the author of two books 
on the subject of social secur¬ 
ity. The fust, published in 
1989, is a comparative study 
between the social security 
laws in Jordan and 10 other 
Arab states, whilst the other, 
published in 1996 is entitled 
Towards an Arab strategy on 
social security.' Chapters from 
the latter have been published 
in Ad Dusiaur newspaper, and 
his proposed strategy will be 
the center of discussion at the 
9th Arab Seminar expected to 
convene in Morocco on 20 
October. If approved, the strat¬ 
egy wfl] be presented to the 
Conference of Arab Ministers, 
as a blueprint for an Arab strat¬ 
egy on social security M 
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A share trader touches his head while standing in front of the German DAX index 
board during a trading session at the Frankfurt stock exchange, 7 October. Ger¬ 
many’s blue chip index rose on Wednesday in what traders said was “a technical 
recovery /’ that may boost the benchmark another four percent before it wanes. 

Reuters 




A crisis of ideas is the j 
real trouble with Russia! 


f!. 

ar 

ornhill 


ANY READER of Dostoev¬ 
sky's novel -The Brothers 
Karamazov will know all 
about sibling rivalry. Rarely, 
though, has a family debate 
been conducted on as. ele¬ 
vated a level as that between 
the two brothers Chubais. 

As a senior minister during 
much of President Boris 
Yeltsin's administration, 
Anatoly, the younger and 
better known of the brothers, 
has been the chief motor 
behind Russia’s drive 
towards a market economy 
and an eloquent advocate of 
economic liberalism. 

Yet Igor Chubais, a distin¬ 
guished philosopher and 
sociologist eight years older 
than Anatoly, has been one 
of the sharpest critics of Mr 
Yeltsin’s regime. He has fre¬ 
quently condemned the 
debasement of democracy, 
the Chechen war, and the 
mass privatisation pro¬ 
gramme conducted by his 
brother. 

“What is reform?” asks 
Igor. “It is practically a syno¬ 
nym for a terrible Russian 
word, anarchy.” 

While Anatoly has long 
argued that only the growth 
of an effective market econ¬ 
omy can lay the basis for a 
prosperous and democratic 
society in Russia, Igor 
believes the reverse is true. 
Confined to the margins of 
public debate for the past 
few years, Jgor's views have 
assumed a greater resonance 
as Russia tries to compre¬ 
hend the reasons for its latest 
financial crash and the appar¬ 
ent failure of reforms. 

“The most painful crisis 
facing society is economic 
but the most profound, over¬ 
whelming all others, is the 
crisis of ideas," Igor wrote in 
a recent polemical tract, Rus¬ 
sia In Search of Itself. “Until 
Russia has solved the prob¬ 
lem of how it looks on the 
world it cannot solve any 
other problem.” 

Sitting in his book-lined 
study in a half-built suburb 
in north Moscow, the 
bearded, bespectacled Igor 
argues that Russia desper¬ 
ately needs to rediscover a 
system of values to underpin 1 
a new social and political 
order and provide consensus j 
for real reform. It is sympto- ! 
matic of the country’s con¬ 
fused state, he says, that Rus¬ 
sia still has not developed a 
concept of national security 
nor approved any words for 
its post-communist national 
anthem. 

“We understand that we 
are no longer the Soviet 
Union. We understand that 


we" are not the Russian 
empire. We understand that 
we are not western Europe. 
But then who are we? Until 
we have developed a new 
identity we cannot conduct 
serious, reasonable, logical, 
consistent policies.” 

Igor is personally trying to 
restart the wide-ranging 
debate about Russia's 
national identity that was 
begun nearly a century ago 
and truncated by the Bolshe¬ 
vik revolution of 1917. 
Before the revolution, a 
group of Russian philoso¬ 


phers tried’ to" steer the dis¬ 
cussion by publishing a 
series of essays, called Vekhi 
(Signposts >. 

As editor of a series of 
pamphlets called Novye 
Vekhi (New Signposts), Igor 
is trying to build on that ear¬ 
lier work and help Russia 
discover a new moral com¬ 
pass for iLself. One of the 
most important tasks he iden¬ 
tifies is for Russians to 
understand more about their 
own tragic history, distorted 
by Soviet propaganda and 
still the subject of bitter 


political wrangles. 

Igor believes Russia! 
should learn from the expert-!! 
ence of 1947-48 to purgdi 
itself of Nazism. “Without d? 
common acceptance a32| 
understanding of what hap¬ 
pened in the past it is impos¬ 
sible to agree on a route map 
for the future." he says. 

Igor suggests Russia 
should set up a national insti¬ 
tute to study the country’s 
history and culture and 
develop school courses to 
educate the young. ■' 
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Strugg lin g to rebuild 
an Afghan village 


By Pamela Constable 

TURAG, Afghanistan—A gen¬ 
eration ago, this tiny village 
two hours drive south of Kabul 
vims so renowned for its pasto¬ 
ral tranquillity that Afghan 
dungs would retreat here on 
weekends to hunt quail and 
partridge and take tea with 
Iccal elders in a riverside 
.glade. 

But by 1990. when Moham¬ 
mad Iqbal fled Purag and 
immigrated to the United 
[States, the village of yore was 
no longer recognizable. Bombs 
and rockets had destroyed 
'many of the fields and houses. 
Some of Iqbal's friends had 
been killed in years of fighting 
gainst Soviet occupiers and 
later among rival Afghan mili¬ 
tias. Others, like his first cou¬ 
sin Agha Zared, had moved 
their families to refugee camps 
■in neighboring Pakistan. 

•_i Two weeks ago Iqbal—now 
and a US citizen living in 
Manhattan—came home again. 
.What he found was a commu¬ 
nity struggling to rebuild with 
primitive tools and determined 
'pride, friends and neighbors 
.trying to reknit traditional 
bonds after years as exiled 
jiomads. and families trying to 
'survive in an environment of 
^post-war poverty and isolation 
that has cut them off from 
basic education and health 
care. 

Iqbal, with his American 
/dbquired habits, became an 
object of curiosity and teasing. 
"People see me going down to 
-the river alter meals to brush 
friy teeth, and they ask me 
iwhy," said the car mechanic 
and hospital worker as he 
•strolled around the village. “I 
.brought back dental floss, and 
ijjgy think that is even funnier." 

In some ways, Purag today 
looks much as it once did; a 
maze of neat, two-story mud- 
•waJled houses, perhaps 100 in 
all. surrounded by a steep mud 
wall. Around it on three sides 
grow com. potatoes, onions 
and other crops, divided by 
small irrigation ditches leading 
to a rushing stream. 



A woman leads a camel caravan along a stretch of the Kabul-Kandahar highway , where 
the extent of Afghanistan’s poverty and despair is most noticeable. 


But after two decades of 
death, destruction and disloca¬ 
tion, the families of Purag— 
like those in dozens of once- 
abandoned Afghan villages— 
face countless difficulties as 
they try to revive their way of 
life. The task is further compli¬ 
cated by the single-minded 
religious agenda of the Taliban 
movement, which since seizing 
control of Afghanistan has 
focused far more energy on 
ensuring strict conformity to its 
harsh form of Islamic rule than 
on meeting basic needs of the 
populace. 

There is a school in a nearby 
town, but most families in 
Purag cannot spare their sons 
from field work, and their 
daughters are banned by the 
Taliban from attending class at 
all. Instead, many village chil¬ 
dren spend their days digging 
potatoes by hand. 

There is a health cliruc but 
no trained staff, no one to 
-attend" births and no hqspital 


closer than Kabul, the capital. 
Under the Taliban's severe 
restrictions on women’s activi¬ 
ties. women are allowed to 
travel only if accompanied by a 
male relative, and a journey to 
Kabul is slow and expensive. 
As a result, village leaders 
said, the gravest health prob¬ 
lem they face is mothers and 
babies dying in childbirth. 

“We try to carry the preg¬ 
nant women to Kabul, but by 
the time they get there, some¬ 
times they or the baby are 
dead." said Zared. 27. 

Most village families have 
returned from Pakistan since 
the Taliban seized Kabul two 
years ago, hoping to reclaim 
their ancestral farmland. But 
there are no tractors or modem 
farm implements, no seeds or 
fertilizer. A few people have 
bought cows, but they con¬ 
stantly worry about animal dis¬ 
eases. and there is no access to 
veterinary care. 

. *A good cow costs a fortune. 


at least 10 million afghanis." 
the equivalent of $300. said 
Zared. “Everyone is happy to 
be back, but we have so many 
problems. People are poor and 
sick, and they have nowhere to 
go." 

Like hundreds of thousands 
of Afghan men. Zared and 
Iqbal spent their adolescence 
fighting, ofren side by side, in 
local militias against the Soviet 
troops who occupied Afghani¬ 
stan for 10 years. But the cou¬ 
sins' fates diverged a decade 
ago. Iqbal, with a serious bullet 
wound in the head was evacu¬ 
ated to the United States for 
medical treatment and settled 
there. Zared and his family fled 
across the Pakistani border to 
Peshawar, where they lived in 
refugee camps. 

Today. Zared is a penniless, 
semi-literate farmer with few 
prospects, sunken cheeks and 
sad eyes. Iqbal speaks English, 
wears a comfortable paunch 
and can return to the West 


whenever he chooses. 

"Pm not sure how long I 
could take it here now.” Iqbal 
confided as he watched an old 
man plow a field behind two 
axen. leaning his full weight on 
the crude wooden blade. 

Still, it is evident that Zared 
and other Purag returnees have 
used their meager resources to 
maximum collective advantage. 
By hand, they have redug the 
intricate system of irrigation 
ditches; as a result, the fields 
are bursting with vegetables for 
the table and fodder for the 
draft animals . There is even, a 
small stand of apple trees full 
of ripe red fruit 

And even though the village 
economy is sdll operating at a 
subsistence level, there is pal¬ 
pable pride among residents at 
what they have accomplished. 
Even those who left more com¬ 
fortable lives in Pakistan, 
drawn purely by homesickness, 
said they do not regret the 
decision. 

"It is best to be in one’s own 
land, even if there are no 
opportunities," said Ghulam 
Nabi. 39, one of Iqbal's uncles. 
In Peshawar, he bad a good job 
making prostheses in a foreign- 
funded hospital for war vic¬ 
tims. Now, he said, “I am just a 
fanner. Doctors are farmers, 
engineers are farmers, eveiyone 
is a fanner. But we are home." 

Even the local tourist attrac¬ 
tion has changed since the war. 
Once it was die garden where 
King Zahir Shah used to sit and 
chat with village leaders during 
more peaceful, prosperous 
times. Now it is the spot at the 
far edge of a cornfield where a 
pristine, baby-blue Russian 
bomb has lain since the mid- 
1980s. 

The children know they are 
not supposed to go near the 
object, but they can’t help pok¬ 
ing and prodding. One day, die 
people of Purag know, it may 
explodefl. 

LA Tunes-Washington Post 
News Service 


Gad haft lambastes Arab allies’ 
stance over Lockerbie case 


By John Daniszewski 

CAIRO, Egypt—Libyan leader Col. 
Moammar Gadhafi is rarely dull. 

; whether creating the "Great Man-Made 
River” to bring water across 1,000 
. miles of desen, or offering to procure a 
; lawyer for President Clinton in the 
: Monica Lewinsky scandal. But even 
given his predilection for the bizarre, 
the dictator, who is beginning his 30th 
year in power, caught many of the 
world’s Arabs by surprise last month 
by proclaiming that he had given up on 
them. 

. "The Arab world is finished." 
declared Gadhafi. peeved at what he 
perceived as lukewarm solidarity 
among fellow Arabs for his campaign 
to escape UN sanctions imposed on 
Libya because of the bombing of a jet- 
liijer over Scotland. “I have no more 
,time to waste talking with Arabs,” he 
said. “1 now talk about Pan-Africanism 
.and African unity.” 

• • ,lt was a dramatic turnaround for a 

• strongman who has made Arab unity 
„his political touchstone since the 
; 1360s. And Gadhafi did more than 

• talk. After his comments, Libya's gov- 
,eminent eliminated its Ministry for 
-Arab Unity. State television removed 
> the map of the Arab world that has 
.been its backdrop since 1969, replac¬ 
ing it with a map of the African 
continent. 

“1 would like Libya to become a 
black country. Hence. I recommend to 
Libyan men to marry only black 
«.women and to Libyan women to marry 
•.black men.” Gadhafi said in a televised 
. interview. 

Such actions and comments might 
be dismissed as pique, but they reflect 

• serious pressures now bearing down on 

• Gadhafi. who must decide whether to 
hand over for trial the two Libyan sus- 

. pccis in the 1988 bombing of PanAm 
: flight 103. 

The United States and Britain 
.agreed 24 August to Gadhafi's long¬ 
time proposal ihat the suspects in the 
■..bombing, which killed 270 people, 
.including 189 Americans, be tried in 
. the Netherlands before Scottish judges 
r and under Scottish law. 

■ Previously, they had insisted that the 
suspects be tried in the United States 


or Britain, and some relatives of the 
victims criticized the shift as coddling. 
The United States and Britain said 
their offer was non-negotiable. 

If Gadhafi does not mm over the 
suspects, the LIN Security Council 
warned, Libya could face a toughening 
of sanctions that already include a UN- 
imposed ban on international air travel 
and arms sales and a freeze on some 
Libyan assets abroad. New sanctions 
could include a ban on the oil sales (hat 
help keep the North African country's 
economy afloat. 

Nevertheless, more than one month 
later, it remains uncertain whether 
Gadhafi will comply. He has raised a 
series of questions about the trial, 
including how appeals would be han¬ 
dled, where the suspects would be 
imprisoned if convicted and how their 
rights would be protected. 

Diplomatic sources here believe that 
Gadhafi wants the trial of Abdel Basset 
Ali Megrahi and Lamen Khalifa Fhi- 
mah to go forward—but under the Lib¬ 
yan leader's terms. 

In particular, he would like to ensure 
that, once in custody, the two men will 
not be used by prosecutors to build a 
case against Libya itself, which some 
in the West believe had a hand in the 
bombing. 

Gadhafi wonts to make sure that the 
men won't be transferred to Britain or 
the United States if convicted—a 
demand that Libya's UN ambassador. 
Abu zed Omar Dorda. underlined 
before the General Assembly this 
week—and wants ihe trial to stay- 
focused on their alleged individual 
actions. 

In spite of Gadhafi's irritation with 
Arabs, the 22-member Arab League is 
trying to act as intermediary to address 
Gadhafi’s concerns. 

Its secretary-general. Ahmad Esmat 
Abdel Megufd, has been in contact 
with British and US officials. 

Scotland has appointed prosecutors, 
and a trial site has been designated on 
a Dutch air base. But it is anyone's 
guess whether the Libyan suspects will 
have their day in court. “I think he 
(Gadhafi] is going to try to weasel out 
of it one way or another," said a West¬ 
ern official. 

In the meantime, Gadhafi became 



Moammar Gadhafi 

annoyed last month when Arab foreign 
ministers meeting here would not defy 
the UN High! ban on Libya, us various 
African leaders nave Jor,c since June. 
Gadhafi's switch to Par.- African ism. 
however, has tended only to alienate 
his old friends 


Gadhafi is wrong to ignore all that 
Arabs have done to support him, wrote 
Talm.rn Salman, publisher of Beirut’s 
As Safir newspaper. Gadhafi’s fleeing 
from the Arab world. Salman wrote, 
“docs neither the Arabs nor Libya any 
500 d.HH 
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Wherever I lay 
my hat, that’s 
my home 


By Judy Dempsey 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM—It's still only 
a trickle, but Russian Jews are again anx¬ 
iously making inquiries about immigration 
to Israel. In the early 1990s, close to 
150,000 a year quit the former Soviet Union 
to head south to an unfamiliar homela n d. 
The numbers have since tapered off to 
fewer than 50,000 a year. 

The Jewish Agency, responsible lor han¬ 
dling immigration to Israel, wants to reverse 
this slide as part of its Zionist drive to settle 
as many Jews as possible in IsraeL Russia's 
unfolding economic crisis might help its 
cause, but so far Jews are not rushing to 
leave. . 

Those who do decide to settle m Israel 
today will do so more for economic reasons 
than out of Zionist or religious conviction— 
just inti* the majority of the 750,000 Rus¬ 
sian Jews who have moved there since 
1990. That exodus was the largest single 
wave of immigration to Israel since the 
1950s, when nearly half a million Sephardic 
Jews from Morocco and other Middle East¬ 
ern countries were hastily settled in remote 
pacts of the country. 

So what has become of these .1990s Rus¬ 
sians, the “new - immigrants.” Are they 
Israeli, Russian , or even Jewish? What sort 
of society have they moved into? 

Unlike the Sephardim, the Russians 
quickly established their own political 
party, Yisrael Ba’Aliya, led by Natan Sha¬ 
ransky, a former Soviet 
dissident who has taken 
a tough stance on negoti¬ 
ations with the Palestin¬ 
ians. It won seven seals 
in the 1996 general elec¬ 
tion and has two cabinet 
posts in Benjamin 
Netanyahu's right-wing 
government 

Economically. the 
Russians' arrival in 
Israel has created a con¬ 
sumer boom and reser¬ 
voir of skills. Each is 
given a state handout of 
Sbk23,000 (£3,500). 

which they spent like the 
East Germans did imme¬ 
diately after German 
unification, buying cars 
and fridges, televisions 
and travelling abroad. 

Today, more than 80 
;• per-cent own their 
homesT and they have • 
quickly entered the professional classes; 
unlike the first and second generation of 
Sephardim, most of 4 be Russians are well 
educated—engineers, scientists and artists. 


“We can 
Europeanise 
Israel. With our 
culture and 
traditions, we can 
give it a more 
European face. 
The main problem 
with Israel is that 
it is too 
Levantine. ” 


tot ofVesty, the hugest and most influential 

of Israel’s Russian-language 

believes there is a revival of identity and 
culture among different ethnic groups ... 

- The trend is already noticeable, with dif¬ 
ferent political movements representing dif¬ 
ferent ethnic minorities. The Russians and 
the ultra-Orthodox Sephanfcc 
die two most prominent. Bui he says that, 

since the great influx of Russram m *e. 
early 1 990s, tensions between them and 
Sabra (those bom in Israel) are increasing. 
He also says it is the Sephardim who 

“resent us” most _ . _ 

“When we arrived, the Sephardim were 
involved in local councils. Fightsstarted. 
The Russians wanted a piece of me cake, 
too. You see, the Sephardim think the Rus¬ 
sians are a threat to their power. 

Not surprisingly, after struggling for 
years to climb the economic, social and 
political ladder, many Sephardim hold the 
came view about the Russians. 

Kuznetzov, like other Russians, thinks, 
the Sephardim are lazy and lack discipline. 
It is a view that exposes one of the nwlt- 
fines in Israeli society: it is widely held tint, 
the Sephardim are from the Middle 
East and north Africa, their standards and 
culture are inferior to the Russians and 
those of the Ashkenazim. This, according to 
Kuznetzov, is where the Russians can bene¬ 
fit Israeli society. 

“We can Europeanise Israel. With our 
culture and traditions, we can give it a more 

face. The 


European 
- main problem with 
Israel is that it is too 
Levantine." 

Kuznetzov has just 
as little sympathy for 
the ultra-Orthodox 
Staas parry, which is in 
"'Netanyahu's coalition 
government He says 
one of the biggest 
threats to Israel is “the 
growing . power and 
influence of the relig¬ 
ious parties.” But much 
of his wrath, often 
reflected in Vesty, is 
preserved for those 
“typical liberals" who 
believe peace with the 
Arabs is possible. 

The Russians, he 
says, do not trust the 
Arabs. “And the Arabs 
: cannot be trusted 
because they 


are not 

detedoatic; We might be ready to give up 
•' land if our neighbours can be trusted. But if 
there bias to be land for peace, why don’t 
tiutylgiveusSon^laiid?” 

They are also highly motivated, unwitt-For a^petSon ;wbo once deperuled on 
Log, through sheer force of numbers, WTbe v human Dgfrt&achvists to free him from a 
bullied or marginalise!, unlike the Sepbar- Soviet jail and get hun to Israel, Kuznetzov 


dim, who for years were looked down on by 
the European Ashkenazi Jews who domi¬ 
nated the powerelites. . . . . - 

And if Russians couldn’t find a job in 
their field, many started from the bottom,. 
washing dishes, cleaning homeSrietrainiiig, 
or, like Irena Tarasiuk, reviving a derelict 
kibbutz. 

“I had little choice," says Tarasiuk, 36. 
She emigrated from Volgograd to Israel 
eight years ago, lived in Haifa for a while 
but found no work as an engineer. “Tbe kib¬ 
butz was completely empty," she recalls, 
sitting in her sparsely furnished office. 

Kibbutz Pelech, situated on top of a hill, 
south of the Lebanese border close to 
Carmel, a bustling town now dominated by 
Russians, seems an unlikely place for a new 
immigrant. The temporary cabins, built in 
1981 when die kibbutz was founded, have 
become permanent fixtures, vacant, paint. 
The paths need repaving. The small gardens 
need tending. 

But Tarasiuk is realistic about her new 
life, managin g a kibbutz that, against the 
trend, is still a co-operative. "We each get 
about NIS 3,000 a month. But I might intro¬ 
duce income differentials,” she says. 

Some nine families live in the kibbutz, all 
eating in the communal dining room. AO 
Russian-speaking, they come from Baku, 
Ukraine, Volgograd. Religion and Zionism 
mean little. A third are not Jewish. Seme 
speak Hebrew haltingly. But then, many of 
the locals speak Russian. 

Under a sadden heavy rain shower, we 
go down a stony lane to the cow sheds.' 
There, 230 large Friesian cows await the 
afternoon milking Session. “We are begin¬ 
ning to break even,” says Tarasiuk, adding 
that the kibbutz had to get bank loans when 
site took over as manager. Production of 
milk, chickens and kiwi fruit repay the debt. 
Inside the mflking parlour, two men, a 
Dmze and a Bedouin, are cleaning the milk¬ 
ing machines. “We all get on." says Tara¬ 
siuk. who yearns for peace with the Pales¬ 
tinians. “We have to nod compromises with 
our neighbours. You have to look at it from 
both sides." 

In the Last election. Tarasiuk voted for 
Shimon Pens, former Labour party leader. 
In the next election, die's not sure. As for 
Sharansky, she said he never bothers reply¬ 
ing to her letters. 

Tarasiuk never imagined she would have 
to think about the peace process. To tell 
you the truth, I never even thoiigta I would 
be living is Israel. But I'm very happy here. 
When I look at what’s happening m Russia 
today, I foe! very sad. I am a Russian. Over 
there, there is no security, for tomorrow. 
Inside me, I have security.. It’s an important 
feeling." 

.. As we go beck op to the kibbutz, houses, i 
notice two large satellite dishes. “Oh those.” 
says Tarasiuk. They point in the direction 
of Russia so that we can see Russian 
television." 

Edward Kuznetzov is one of those Rus¬ 
sians who believes the days when Israel 
could be described as a melting pot are 
over. The former Soviet dissident, now edi- 


seexns reluctant to question how Israel fails 
Co safeguard human rights for Palestinians 
. Hying under its control House demolitions 
-~.apd land confiscations do not interest him. 

-' And when I dared question his view about 
Palestinian Authority president Yassir Ara¬ 
fat,, beaskedme to leave his office. 

■ Sharansky’s tough stand on the peace 
process is stiD supported by many Russians. 

- Yet the former human rights dissident 
rarely, if at afl. speaks out for the rights of 
Palestinians or Israeli Arabs- Many Yisrael 
Ba’Aliya party supporters don’t seem both¬ 
ered about these aspects of civil society, 
probably inured by decades of totalitarian¬ 
ism co fond only for themselves. Bui if any¬ 
thing concerns them, it is land. 

“The Soviet Union was huge," explains 
Maya Sluski, a party activist living in Asb- 
dod, a city which has undergone a transfor¬ 
mation since the early 1990s. 

Once a sea-coast city dominated by 
Moroccans who worked at the nearby port 
Russians now make up nearly 40 per cent of 
the population. They live in modem eight- 
storey housing, and in a new section of the 
city where Hebrew-is hardly heard on the 
streets, where shop signs are in Russian and 
where many watch Russian television. 

“Israel is tiny. Every inch of land is 
important." says.Sluski, who adds that she 
does not trust the opposition Labour party, 
not only because of its views on the peade 
process, but because it is a “bit socialist” - - 
“It s a kind of reaction, I suppose. Thar is 
why we support Sharansky. He’s tough 
with the Palestinians and supports the mar : 

. • ket economy,” said SluskL ■ 

However, little has been done to assist'' 
non-Jews hr converting to Judaism. The --> 
Absorption (immigration) ministry, beaded .;-^' 
by Yuli Edelstein of the Yisrael Ba’Aliya 
party, reckons as many as 50 per cent of aH V* 

. Russians might not be Jewish as defined' by 1' i 
me halacha, or Jewish law, meaning thazi'• • 
their mother^ were no* Jewish. " ’ 

Some want to convert to Judaism but are- c ¬ 
oo* wilting to 3 ^^ fo. ri gours o£ ^ 

Omodox rabbinate, the powerful religious£'?■ 
institution which, through its monopoly on ^ 
the registration of births, marriages, burials T" 
™ conversions, decides who is Jewish. ■' 
Those con verted in Israel by the Reform or 
Conservative rabbis, who represent the lib¬ 
eral strands of Judaism, are simply not rec~>, 
ogmsed as Jews by tbe Orthodox rabbinate. ' 1 , 

So a young Russian in the Israeli array 

cannot be buried in a Jewish' ^ 1 
• wasconverted to Judaism 

a non-Orthodox rabbi'm IsraeL even if oite#* 
ot^ grandparents was Jewish. - 

But the fight to define, the character isW 
jua begmning. As Israeli = 
ments; so too -an ethnic line-tip is emer^- 7 ^ 

Shti™'*,£“£' Ra S ians “one side 
Stas on die odier. Each is smggiine to*^ 

S '*' 1 U* souony’sSfefi 
MSS' “ ^ ^I's fidul'lfti 

SUOIK the straggle feeing new immimnr#i 
SSftey weigh up the costs of a onHtjgigg 

: • V ' ViM 

wmcuil HmesSyndicatidikf^\ 
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5“^ 'Thompson' opens hw door. 

“d ^idi her comply 
3E*.. ^ »&**** mt -soothingly: 

^Jta*e;...» : 0 rty in EngISdTS i 
** £ «*■;of real warmth. Her 
f™a] |,y offers intimacy; It’s what' 

her w ° D “?»“• what made 

Sen£ £5 y S. /^ce so perfect in 
T a n„ A d & ® s,b,b| y- Her restraint as 
Austen s heroine, Elinor. Oash- 

th^° dr Su ^ gested en gagc™ent rather 
than ; coolness. This height .oTher 
reserve was the strength of her p“ 

o uen del,c breeft- Spoke - more elo¬ 

quently than any emotional outpouring 
of the sheer depth of her hive; Hot for ; 
me. you understand; but -for Huge 
Grant’s Edward Ferrak. . ' : ■ 

it s a while since we have seen each 
other and an even longer rime since we 
first met doing shows: baek-to-back on 
ine Edinburgh Tringe, almost 16 years 
ago to the day. in between.her Foot-, 
ignis success and her now in famously 
panned TV comedy series.-But Thomp- 
son is a girl who returns phone calls, 
bhe discards nobody from the* height 
of her fame, mainly because she really 
doesn't believe in the trappings of her 
career. There may be two Oscars in the 
downstairs loo. making her the only 
person to have wp.n for both writing— 
Sense and Sensibility—and performing ' 
—Howards End—bat . a little, sur¬ 
prised. she rejects any suggestion that- 
she might now be-a “player" in Holly¬ 
wood, or even wait-to be one. “ft's 
easy to abdicate from all.that. You just 
say no to things. lf l wamedMo do that 
I’d have a company and. a-four-picture 
deal with a studio. But Tdon’t. I don’t 
want to-be a player. I just; want to 
write scripts and do a-bit of : acting." 
Later she says: “1. shall probably never 
move from this house.” • 

She lives in the same street' where 
she was born in north London. Also in 
the road live her mother—the. actress 
Phyllida Law-—and. the third'-these in 
the family, her sister. Sophie, with both 
of Whom she was bound .into eternal 
comradeship by the premature death of-*' 
her father Eric in her,early twenties. A' 
new addition Lo the troupe is the actor 
Greg Wise. Wise is decidedly a bk of 
crumpet, oyer whom few women, 
would readily step .to" get. their bed¬ 
room slippers. “Everybody fancies. 
Greg.” she Says, looking, a little ' 
phant bnt also (what I take to be) 
slightly weary about it being pointed 
out Yet it is shyness, not weariness, in 
her voice and, more than that, in her " 
eyes you can see an unbearable antici¬ 
pation that she is going to' be asked to ; 
talk about her “privateJife," which she ■ 
explicitly says she doesn’t warn to- do. 
For all her. exuberance and. vivacity; 
she finds in genuinely uncomfortable - 
to talk, about herself rather than her 
work. What she does want to talk 
about is Chile, the screenplay she is 
writing about its' most famous folk 


.issiituu; 'rviar.t. 


First lady of north London 

She is won two Oscars for writing and for acting, yet genuinely prefers a 
low-key life. But now reluctant star Emma Thompson is taking up her pen 
1 ■' ' . : again, she tells SIMON FANSHAWE 


singer, Victor .Jam. who. was 
murdered, by the .Pinochet. ..j: 
regime, and the concert in Lon- , 7 ; - 
don .on September -6 to com¬ 
memorate the 25ih anniversary: 

"ofthe right-wing military coup 
that toppled "President Allende 
in 1973. 

It is this kind of thing that j .. ’ 
gets her -into trouble, with the I. 
hacks , in Britain. She's an I*. ..*’ 
actress, so they require her to 
/ be gushing, insincere and self- ’ jY>*|g£j 
- promoting like the rest. But ^^Y 
-'she will insist on - , remaining 
independent of their: view of 
her.. She.. will continue to. 

-express her political opinions, r.- 
v. no .matter how.' foolish they . 
then try to make her" look. ^BfcL 
.Despite the fact that-she really Hip? 
does care about such things, Hj^ 
the papers will continue to 
screech “luyvie” the minute /‘fry. 
she mentions Chile or the Gulf ^ 
war. If she cries—it is, after “’v f > r ; 
all, her job as an actress to feel .' i j • 
and then filter emotions— they 
. refuse to believe her sincerity. 

. When sbe married Ken Bra- ^^^B 
’nagh. the press was utterly ' 
determined that : their life jlHMfl 
would be a constant for-lined 
'Jacuzzi of celebrity, despite 
the more mundane truth that. 

. they fell in love and jost liked , • 
working together. So the press 
: invented “Ken and Em.” Viv¬ 
ien Leigh and Laurence Oliv- '-A 
ier, the His and Hers of Tinsel- 
town, Mr and Mrs.Star Turn. 

And in the end, did their mar- ^Y^^j 
riage : fall apart panly because 
. they were being pushed into wjjjgjtf 
something they weren’t? Yes. |apNp|i 
Inevitably that was part of it.” BHp£ 
There is a long pause. “That’s SS* 
what they wanted us to be.” |p§{^ 
and then she tries to steer the 
conversation back to work. ' ■ ^4 • 
The . point about Thompson ' •- V* 
and her fame is that everyone, -- * 

except those who " actually L--— 

know her; apparently refuses to 
accept that she really could be who she 
-seems lo be: a fairly conventional Lon¬ 
don girl with a great family and a 
bucketload of talent, who has no car 


mm 


and often uses the Tube. ”1 just 
wouldn’t like to lose my anonymity, 
which makes it very easy to turn down 
a big movie," she says. “The way to 
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A man stands wider an umbrella to protect himself from snow, as lie sells fish on a roadway near the village of lasen, 
some 100 lan south-east of Minsk. Heavy snowfall hit some. Belarussian regions on Monday, seriously worsening the 
traffic situation. -. . . . Reu,ers 



An artist f s concep¬ 
tion of NASA ’s 
Deep Space One 
(DS1) spacecraft, 
scheduled to be 
launched ' on 15 
October , 1998, is 
shown in this photo¬ 
graph released by 
NASA *s Jet Propul¬ 
sion Lab. The 
spacecraft will 
attempt to encounter 
asteroid 1992 KD in 
July 1999, with the 
primary mission 
concluding in Sep¬ 
tember 1999. If the 
spacecraft is healthy 
and NASA contin¬ 
ues the mission, the 
spacecraft may be 
on a path that would 
allow an encounter 
with comet Wilson- 
Harrirtgton and 
comet BorreBy in 
2001. DS1 is the 
first scheduled mis¬ 
sion in the NASA 
New Millennium 
program. 

Reuters 
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guard your independence is to be quite 
strict about what you choose to do. 
And not to need the money, or want 
the money.” But how can this be? This 


is the movie star equivalent of 
: not playing the lottery, not 
indulging in the habit of per¬ 
petual greed and dissatisfaction 
I with life fomented every day 
j by the tabloids. When the 
.rtg media spends all its energy 
.-■jjip dangling the glories of fame. 

,i celebrity and double-page sun- 
^ I tanned, leatherette spreads in 
Hello! and OK! in front of us. 
who the hell does an Oscar- 
'jgf ; winning actress who could 
i have it all, but just won't col- 
! lude, think she is? 

She’s not daft about all this. 
“I know what I appear lo be 

■ saying is I’m an ordinary per- 
, son. And people get resentful 
' about that because it would be 
, disingenuous not to recognize 
' that I can go to place where 1 
' get paid an awful lot of auen- 
& j lion. Bui I just don’t warn id 
live like that. 1 couldn’t bear to 
live behind walls with body- 
guards. 1 don’t want to be rude 
pi^ : about America, but LA is 
lovely as long as you know you 
I can leave.” And she. says later. 

“anyway, if you live in the 
j same place as you grew-up like 
1 1 do. you can't start putting on 
airs and graces, people just 
won't stand for it.” 

ffmm All this makes her an eman- 
cipated women in a rather o!d- 
1 fashioned kind of way.. “I 
g± | think the thing that my mother 
Kv. ; and sister and 1 are probably 
■Hfe! most proud of is that we have 
always earned our own living, 
which is the most important 
' thing for any women.” As Jane 
j Austen says through Elinor to 
Yfeu Edward. “You will inherit your 
Wj^t fortune, we cannot even earn 
ours." This self-reliance is 
what gave Thompson the confi- 
dence to write. 

The story tells a love affair 
i between an English dancer who 

-1 went to Chile and one of the 

country’s great folk heroes. 
Theirs was a’romance that lasted for 
15 years and was only ended by the 
barbarity of a regime that, apparently 
offended by poetry and music, tortured 


Spitting Distance 
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and then killed Jara. “I want lo tell not 
a slushy romance, but a story about Uie 
reality of love rather than its infantile 
state. It’s about two people from dif¬ 
ferent backgrounds, classes if 
want to use that word, and cultured 
who lived in the Chile of the 1960’$. a 
place of extraordinary genius and 
creativity.” 

She wants the film to reflect the fact 
that the suffering people experienced 
in Chile is not foreign, somehow “oth¬ 
ers.” but that "it could happen here," 
perhaps not literally but “in a way that 
makes people realize we can’t separate 
ourselves from it. And I*d love to 
write a film (hat started in English and 
ended in Chilean, without people 
really noticing the subtitles. I'd Jike.tp 
do it without the audience thinking 
they were watching a foreign language 
film.” Which is strange because thatjn 
one of ihe few Oscars she hasn't won 
yet. “I'm going for make-up next 
time.” 

Of course, it may be uncommis¬ 
sioned at the moment but there are 
producers waiting in the wings. K'-s 
not blockbuster material, but you have 
to have more confidence than Thomp¬ 
son herself, who says without anxiety 
“I'm no: box office in America. Phi 
just a popular Brit.” She may be right’, 
however. Primary Colors, her latent 
movie in which she co-sturs with Jaifyi 
Travolta for a rumored S2m (£1.2ny 
fee, enabled her to choose to rake time 
off for a year to write: it has not been 
a moneyspinner in America. • ;• 

Thompson is very good in Primary 
Colors. She produces an uncannily 
authentic American accent and she 
slaps Travolta with such satisfying 
ferocity at one point that you feel 
she's administering the belt that every¬ 
one wants to give Clinton for jeopard¬ 
izing his presidency by failing lo cod'- 
trol his zipper. The palm of her hand 
packs a moral punch. The steadfast 
Susan Stanton has much of Thomp¬ 
son's backbone and straightforward¬ 
ness. When the movie comes out' ( in 
Britain in October, Thompson will stjjl 
be immersed in writing her Chilean 
love story. The premiere will probably 
benefit the young homeless charity 
Alone in London, of which she is 
patron. Acting, writing and dempg,- 
strating an almost Victorian sense <of 
social responsibility all at the safpe 
time, she is a woman of whom her her¬ 
oine. Jane Austen, would have heartily 
approved. “When you're older, you 
just stop whining about how youhre 
perceived. There’s always going to be 
somebody who thinks you're a pTiri. 
But J don’t believe any of it afty 
more—good or bad. It's just great 
being free and independent.! .‘ J 
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Watchingthe 
Clinton video and 
other train wrecks 


By Susan Campbell 

TO UNDERSTAND the fascination some 
feel about the Washington sex scandal, 
one need only turn the pages of history. 

In July. 1861, the Union Army marched 
from Washington to Manassas, Vir¬ 
ginia. to fight the Confederate Army. 

The battle would be the first important J 
engagement of the Civil War. 1 

Civilian Washingtonians, eager for 1 
a lark, packed lunch baskets and piled a 
into carriages to travel 25 miles to the ■ 
battlefield. Fighting raged for five fl 
hours, and the Union Army—and its ■ 
attendant audience—was sent back to ■ 
Washington with the unhappy news H 
that the Civil War would be anything fl 
bur a lark. Y 

Even further back, in revolution- Y 
ary-era France, members of the ^Y 
nobility were marched to public Y| 
squares and beheaded among 
crowds ringing the guillotines. flK 
Those audiences, too. brought food. Yr 
Unlike the Washingtonians, who i^K 
were shocked by the bloodshed Y{ 
they saw, the revolutionaries often Y|£ 
sang raucous songs, drank and ^Y 
dined as the heads rolled. j^Y 

President Clinton spent just 
more than four hours on the grid- 
die answering intimate and 
detailed questions about his sexual 
proclivities, and wben the video- 'Bjlg 
tape was broadcast in its entirety. ;Y|pj 
Americans tuned in. 

So why is this stuff being pub- 
licly consumed, anyway? J ll pB 

Jt’s the draw of the weird, the |Y|p 
herd mentality that makes some V' 
of us—even if we like the guy— 
ring the wounded. It’s why we 'SmM. 
slow down to look ax car wrecks, 
it's why we waich soap operas, 
buy videos like “The World of 
Extreme Justice” and indulge in 
gossip. ^^Y 

People may decry the activi- ■||g|| 
ties. Some say the president's Y|||P 
testimony was too graphic for 
public consumption, but that YYI 
kind of complaint, too, goes 
way back—all the way to Cicero, who 
complained that all the news coming out 
of Rome was bad. said Bill McLaughlin, 
associate professor of communications at 
Quinnipiac College and former CBS 
News reporter. 

Yet, the need to rubberneck didn't 
start—or end—with Cicero. ”ls it Scha¬ 
denfreude? That. German word?" 
McLaughlin said. The word means a gen¬ 
eral glee at someone etee’s misfortune. 
“Or is it like the first line of ‘Finnegan's 


Wake,* where a woman is standing at the 
lace curtain, and feels sad watching a 
hearse go by but is glad that it’s not her 
inside. 

“It's part of the reason we read 
obituaries.” 

“What some might call morbid curios- 
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ity is also a psychological 
means of displacement, or distraction.” 
said Joseph Tecce, associate professor of 
psychology at Boston College. 

“When things aren’t going well in our 
lives, as far as what we are doing, we can 
feci good about what other people aren’t 
doing.” Tecce said. 

“When Mickey Rooney has his 12th 
marriage or (someone famous] is in rehab 
because of sex addiction, we say, ‘Oh. 


You see? Everyone has a chink in their 
armor. I’m not so bad because I'm mak¬ 
ing only $13,000 a year.' When we cAn't 
feel good about our activity, we feel good 
about other people's misfortune and 
activities." • '-. 

There’s also a kind of relief—againj'rfo 
matter one’s political leanings—when axi¬ 
oms are proven true. 

^-. _ “What is it? ‘The bigger 

Yf they are. the harder they 
Y[ fall.'” McLaughlin said. 
Yj “There's something about 
B the building up of people 
Bj and then rapidly tearing 
B them down.” 

■ Tecce said immersion' 1 in 

■ someone else's misforrtirie 
H gives the observer a btfedi 

■ from the real World. 

B “Why would somebody 

I watch the OJ. Simpson trial? 

I I Why would someone watch-a 
I train wreck? Those activrti'es 
V can be horrifying, but at krfst 
| they get us off from thinl&rig 
f about our income taxes, our 
J breakup in a relationship, our 
j house that's falling apart olid 

needs painting, our car ifiaffs 
no good.” he said. “d 

Bui such distraction ctnly 
works in the short term. Tecce 
said—and too much distraction 
is bad. * » 

“People who watch soHp 
operas all day feel good because 
they see these tragic figureUU- 
divorces, abortions, all that 
stuff." he said. “But you kntfw 
what? In the long term, they’re 
wasting rime because they're-nor 
Joing much. «»! 

So they didn’t accomplish aWj- 
'^3 thing in *9S. and so ‘99 is kiniJof 
Y a depressing year. It's a self- 
defeating cycle. It's no differtim 
. 3B from overeating. olcoholisrh. 
i; ‘ TJ smoking cigarettes, all thoSe 
jJ Vt ; things are also displacement acriv- 
O f ities. Conversely, if the vnisrib- 
;4v j tunes of others hold little or-’no 
; ■ allure, that's a good sign," Tecce 
aii-i said. '**' 

"If you and I are doing well, J^tn 
not into watching all that stuff," he said. 
“1 don’t need it right now. 1 have my own 
business lo attend to. The day you forget 
to pick up your mail, that's a good sign." 

E-mail Campbell at Campbell 
(atlcouranLComl 

LA Times- Washington Post 
News Service 
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, Sweet ‘n’ Slow 



! tinllt the time: a caramelized onion and goat 


By Russ Parsons 

ALL ANYONE wants to talk about these 
days is quick cooking. Let's slow down a 
minute. Last week! I cooked onions for two 
hours. 

The result was a sweet, limp, golden mass. 
If s not what you're going for every time—or 
even most of the time—-but it’s perfect for 
some things. And it’s a great exercise in self- 
control. 

To begin, peel and slice the onions quite 
thin, less than an inch wide. Here’s a hint 
When you peel the onions, rinse them in cold 
running water. This reduces the amount of 
sulfur compounds and keeps you from crying 
so much. ; 

You can cut the onions somewhat thicker if 
you choose, but the thicker you cut them, the 
longer they will take to cook. If you cut them 
loo thin, on the other hand, you'll find they 
tend to scorch. 

Put the onions in a large skillet that you 
can cover tightly. I know this seems |ike an 
impossible amount of onions, but you’ll find 
that when they’re cooked this long, onions 
reduce in mass like spinach. What seems way 
too much ends up looking like not nearly 
enough. 

Add about a cup of oil and toss the onions 
with the oil in the cold pan. Don’t worry 
about measuring the oil too closely. Your 
goal here is to just barely coat the onions. 
You’ll find that almost all of the oil will end 
up being drained off anyway. 

Starring with a cold pan gives you more 
control over how slowly you heal the onions. 
Cook things in a hot pan if you want to brown 
them quickly. If you want to cook them for a 
long time without browning them, start them 
in a cold pan. 

Start the onions with the lid on over 
medium heaL The lid will help the onions 
cook more evenly—the top layer wilt be 
cooked almost as much as the bottom. 

Stir every once in a while and watch as 
they release their water. After about 15 min¬ 
utes. those onions that started out just barely 
moistened with olive oil will be swimming in 
liquid. Onions are about 90 percent water. 
When they’re raw, the water is held within 
the cells. As the water beats up, it expands, 
breaking down the cells, and empties into the 
pan. 

Once the onions are limp and moist, reduce 


the heat to low and continue cooking under 
cover. You're tiying to stretch the process out 
as long as possible. The more slowly the 
onions cook, the more evenly they will cook. 
This way everything will caramelize at about 
the same time and the onions will be thor¬ 
oughly cooked all the way through, rather 
than browned on the outside and crisp in the 

center. , 

How long will this take? k depends on 
what your concept of low beat is and how 
much time you have. It can be reasonably 
done in 45 minutes to an hour. If you're in no 
hurry, the longer it takes, the safer you are. 

The goal here is to brown the onions with¬ 
out blackening. Browning accentuates the 
sweetness of the onion. Blackening creates 
bitterness. Stir more frequently at the end. 
Your onions will probably start browning in 
the center of the pan first, so keep them movr 
ing every 5 minutes or so. 

Now, you may be thinking that if the goal 
is a sweet cooked onion, why not start with a 
raw sweet onion? Don't bother. Sweet 
onions—Vidalias. Mauls, Walla Wallas, 
etc.—actually contain less sugar than regular 
brown storage onions. They merely taste 
sweeter when they’re raw because they are 
also lower in the sulfur compounds that give 
onions their bite. Since those compounds are 
heat-sensitive, they go away quickly during 
cooking. After two hours—or even 15 min¬ 
utes—they are gone. 

When the onions are almost finished, t^ke 
off the lid. This allows the last of the onion 
water to evaporate. At that point, you’ll find 
you have a mass of limp, golden onions 
swimming in olive oil. All of die other mois¬ 
ture will have evaporated. If you choose, you 
can drain the onions in a strainer to get rid of 
almost all the oil. 

Caramelized onions—that's what these 
are—need to be used with care. They’re so 
sweet that unless they’re paired with simi¬ 
larly forceful ingredients, they will quickly 
overwhelm, a dish. . 

Finished with a little red wine vinegar and 
some fresh sage, they’re perfect served with 
sauteed liver. Cooked with some cubed 
smoky bacon and a little rosemary, they make 1 
a hearty winter pasta sauce. 

That’s my kind of quick cooldngJI 
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Sweet Dreams 



aucy Chocolate Fudge 


3y Russ Parsons 

■MOST DESSERT sauces are well-- 
TOutmercd bit players that are happy going 
jTTri.uah life doing little but pointing out 
iy. delicious everything else around them 

l-i 1 •' 

raVhai could be more innocuous than 
”:renie Anglaise." for example? .And 
_ 4 flu(U 2 h a raspberry puree is delicious, it 
i V - mainly there ' to complement the 

chocolate. 

.'■NmI Judge sauces. They stomp on stage 
•ccompanied by the blaring of trumpets 
;irid the heating of drums. Tliey dance 
-■Hind, waving their arms and shouting. 
".<*ok at me!” 

• - As if it were remotely possible to miss 
'.'.-jin. A grind fudge sauce is voluptuous. 
Stick and creamy, and even slightly sticky. 
"The flavor is a raucous combination of 
:m ri; chocolate and sometimes slightly bii- 
i.-rA'.'coa. v.ith a liberal dousing of vanilla 
crJracl—or even Cognac—behind the car 
r>*r good measure. 

- A*: the same time, it would be a mistake 
i-■ confuse their br.tshness with '.implicit). 
r»":e;!sv‘ their flavor Licks delicacy doesn't 
i:. the same is irue for their preparation. 
' ftid’C -.nice can be a tricky thing to put 

■j 

V.'hile it'- fjirly simple to make a choc* 
•-I ..nice—melt chocolate in heated 

_• kind of thin "ganache.” actu- 

—-jj-. inc tlt.it sauce the thick, rich tex- 
•i:"; • •! fudee lakes some doing. 

A, i!< e- gening ii to keep that texture 
it’s poured over freezing-cold ice 
ai:r ,. j;’ m.u'-.c tried that with a regular 
"sjiuee. you’ve found that the 
»h-w..i!aie i.-nds to "form j hard shell on the 
iic cream *»r separate into waxy little bits. 
•'■.Vhv doesn't this happen with fudge 
;niv.e° Because the chocolate is bound up 
i::5i •.-•■m syrup. While most sugars begin 
£• erv iials anxious 10 revert to that form. 
;-Am -vrup is a complex combination of 
V’jtous sugei- and carts^hydrates in a vis- 
. .>..iuii"on. Its verv nature inhibits cry s¬ 


tallization, even when regular crystalline 
sugar is added to it. 

"i made almost a dozen fudge sauces 
from various cookbooks. Of those, there 
were four I really liked. Tlie ones from 
master baker Nick Malgieri's new book, 
-Chocolate” J HarperCollins. out in Octo¬ 
ber). and Nancy Silverton’s old book 
“Desserts” t Harper & Row. 1986) had 
good flavor, but to my taste were too rich 
and sticky, even for fudge sauces. I want a 
fudge sauce that has body but doesn't coat 
your mouth. 

Much closer was ever-reliable Helen 
Witty’s fudge sauce from “Fancy Pantry” 
(Workman. 1986). Its flavor is pure nostal¬ 
gia—'n tastes just like really good brownie 
batter. The texture was better—it coated 
without feeling sticky—but it was a bit 
grainy. 

At first. I thought l had found the per¬ 
fect fudge sauce in Rose Levy Beran- 
baum’s "The Cake Bible'' (William Mor¬ 
row. 1988). It had it all. a seductively 
smooth texture, a complex chocolate flavor 
and a delicate aftertaste of butter. 

Unfortunately, that delicacy was its 
undoing when I tasted it on vanilla ice 
cream.'.Although it would have been per¬ 
fect served beside some kind of pastry, on 
ice cream the chocolate flavor lacked the 
edge it needed to compete with the other 
flavors. 

i could see the potential in both Witty’s 
and Beranbaum’s sauces, but they are 
entirely different. Witty's is pure inno¬ 
cence." a taste straight from childhood 
iwell, actually it hasn’t been ail that long 
since I licked"out a brownie houh. Beran¬ 
baum’s is about as sophisticated as a fudge 
sauce can be. It's high-fashion fudge. 

I decided to firie-tune them, making 
each more like what I thought ir should be. 

To improve the texture in the Witty rec¬ 
ipe. ! increased the ratio of com syrup to 
sugar. Although too much com syrup 
makes sauce stick), too little won’t keep 
the sugar from crystallizing. Increasing the 
com syrup from one-quarter cup to one- 


half cup and then cutting the sugar from 2 
cups to l cup. turned out a sauce , with a 
lovely satiny finish. 

To give rite Beranbaum sauce the edge it 
needed, first I tried adding a bit more 
cocoa (unsweetened cocoa provides a 
beautifully bitter tinge to chocolate 
sauces). But the thing that ended up work¬ 
ing the best was reducing the butter. With 
the butter cut from 3 tablespoons to 2. the 
chocolate tastes that were already there 
were able to shine through. 

When these two sauces were tried in the 
Los Angeles Times Test Kitchen, neither 
of them worked perfectly. The Witty-based 
sauce was still a little grainy: the Beran- 
baum-based sauce was too thin. 

It turns out the graininess of the Witty 
sauce wasn’t entirely due to the sugar-com 
syrup ratio after all. but to something much 
simpler—the wrong chocolate. When we 
substituted a good brand of bittersweet 
chocolate for the combination of semi- 
sweetened and unsweetened Bakers brand 
chocolate, the graininess went away. 

As for the Beranbaum sauce, it took 
some experimentation before l remem¬ 
bered that after testing the final batch. I’d 
doubled the recipe tit makes only two- 
thirds of a cup. which seemed kind of 
skimpy). Cooked in that quantity though. 1 
never could get the sauce to thicken. When 
1 cut the recipe in half, it come together 
like a dream. My guess is that by the time 
that quantity of com syrup is cooked 
enough to thicken, the water has begun to 
come out of solution. 

When the Test Kitchen began playing 
with different fudge sauces, many tasters 
liked the Silverton sauce best of all. and 
for exactly the same reasons 1 didn’t like it 
as well—-its rich, mouth-filling stickiness 
and austere lack of sweetness. Go figure. 

So here are ail three. This recipe is 
based on the one in Helen Winy’s “Fancy 
Pantry” (Workman. 19S6).B 

LA Times- Washington Post 
Sews Service 



Nancy Silverton’s Pearls And Mink 
Fudge Sauce 


7 ounces bittersweet chocolate, cut into 2-inch pieces 
1 cup sugar 
1 cup light corn syrup 
I cup plus 2 tablespoons water 

1 cup unsweetened cocoa powder 
j tablespoon instant coffee 

3 tablespoons Cognac or brandy 
Melt chocolate pieces in large stainless-steel mixing 
bowl (or top of double boiler) over saucepan of gently 
simmering water. Be sure water does not touch bottom 
of mixing bowl to prevent chocolate from burning. 
Turn off heat and keep warm over warm water until 
readv to use. 

Bring sugar, corn syrup, water, cocoa powder and 
instant coffee to boil in large saucepan over medium- 
high heat. Reduce heat to medium-low and simmer 1 1 to 

2 minutes, stirring constantly to dissolve cocoa powder 
and sugar and to prevent burning on bottom of pan. 



hot fudge tarV,pM.^ -»■» 
fat; 19 grams carbohydrates; 2 grains proteins 0.46 gram fibre, 


should be 
Is 6 grams 


This recipe is adapted from Nancy Silverton's “Desserts " (Harper & Row). 


-V 

:Fudge;^ 0 M i 

. 1 cap evaporated 

CJTCam ■ _ c§ 

1 cup of sugar • 

1 teaspoon ss* 

1 ram ligbtcorn 

-.6 tablespoons buttes^ 

6 ounces 

2 teaspoons' 1 

. Heat evaporated 
salt, corn s$rup} 
dmcohde in sbUMpimr^ 
beat, stirring cm 
sugar, butter and 
thoroughly mdtedr ^w 
cooking, stirring v/' 
until _sauce tiuckera 
■ minutes. RemovefirtinE 
stir hi vaai3h exfrad ’ :s! 

Makes about 3 rag) 
tnblespv Qft serving: J 

testraroi;6granuLf^J 
carfH>hydrateS;1^5% 
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Al Naou ri group 
moves from success 
to success 


ByUhamSadeq 

Star Staff Writer 

THE LATE sixties and the 
early seventies were great times 
to be in shipping. Containeriza- 
tion was being introduced, onto 
the world’s main trade routes 
and there was upheaval all 
around. It was an excellent time 
to start a shipping company 
because there were so many 
opportunities. 

For a Taiwanese company, 
there were added advantages. It 
was beginning to grow rapidly 
and exports were rising. And 
there was a strong demand for a 
local carrier to offer good ser¬ 
vice at attractive rates. It was 
against this background that 
Evergreen was established in . 
1968 and since then it contin¬ 
ued to achieve progress year 
after year. Realizing the impor¬ 




tance of a high degree for man¬ 
agement skills, - ' Evergreen 
always believed that people are 
the company’s most important 
assets and thus give much care 
to training new recruits in its 
systems and 
-philosophy. 

Operating as 
an agent for 
Evergreen in 
Jordan, A1 
Naouri Group 
was able 

within'a record 
-time of experi¬ 
ence in the 
shipping mar¬ 
ket, to Attract 
.the most-well-. 
known 

shipping line 
to . accredit 
Aqaba part as 
a' passage for. 
its ; cargos. 
Headed by its. 
adamant and 
energetic 
chai rman Mr 

Ibrahim '.Al ; 
Naomi, ."Ttoe-.' 
group was able - 
. to maintain a 
noticeable suc¬ 
cess in ‘ (he 
field, of 


• . shipping, of course added to its 

worldwide experience in the 
multi-model transport. As on 
agent for foe Evergreen Taiwa¬ 
nese Shipping line, Mr Ai 
Naouri told The Star ~We 
started in 1994 with limited 
scope, but year by year, Ever¬ 
green has become foe ever 
biggest shipping line dial 
serves Aqaba port, either in 
imports or exports.” 

This means that the group 
was able to expand in foe areas 
serviced by the line to cover 
, most parts of the world, which 
gives Jordanian exporters and 
importers an excellent opportu¬ 
nity to explore new markets for 
their activities, including foe 
buying' and selling of 
- commodities. 

Reinforcing the - concept of 
diversified services and abili¬ 
ties. Al Naouri group operates 
. as an agent for Eva Airline for 

• cargo , and passangeis. ‘The 
introduction of this airline is a 
bonus to Jordanian importers 
and. exporters, as it offers 

; almost a daily flight to and 
TanmDubaMofoe East and foe 
’ West," Mr Al Naouri adddd. 

- Al Naouri Group is ranked 
as one ofthe first among world¬ 
wide .'agents in the annual 
. report of Evergreen. ■ 


Taiwanese-Jordanian relations 
are stronger than ever 


EDITOR’S NOTE: Mr Frau¬ 
ds T-N. Chang is the Repre¬ 
sentative of the Taiwan Com¬ 
mercial Office in Amman. 
Mr Chang started his career 
at the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs in Taiwan in 1971. 
Since then he has served in 
Saadi Arabia. Bahrain, and 
now in Jordan. He spoke to 
The Star about Jordan- 
Taiwan relations, and bis 
country's commercial ties 
with the Middle East. 
Excerpts follow: 

Can you evaluate Jordan- 
Tarwan relations? 

Jordan-Taiwan (ROC) rela¬ 
tions are good and friendly. It 
goes back to the early stage of 
the Royal Hashemite Kingdom 
highlighted by foe visit of HM 
King Hussein to Taiwan in 
1959. which established the 
foundation of this lasting 
friendship between the two 
peoples and leaderships. 

We do appreciate foe friend¬ 
ship of Jordan toward Taiwan’s 
people, which is valuable spiri¬ 
tual support for them to sail 
through all kinds of 
difficulties. 

The trade relations between 
foe two countries has been 
steadily increasing. The first 
half of 1998, foe two-way trade 
volume totaled US$50 million 
with 10 per cent increase com¬ 
pared to last 'year. Taiwan's 
export to Jordon reached 
US$39 million while imports 
from Jordan US$11 million. 
Most of Jordanian exports to 
Taiwan are phosphates, potash, 
mineral or chemical fertilizers, 
insecticide and aluminum 
waste etc. Main products that 
Jordan imports from Taiwan 
are. textiles, synthetic yarn, 
plastic articles, auto parts, knit¬ 
ted fabrics, rubber tires, 
machinery parts and comput¬ 
ers. I am confident that the eco¬ 
nomic and trade relationship 
between the two countries will 
be further strengthened in the 
years to come with foe con¬ 


certed efforts by both countries. 

In order to share the experi¬ 
ences. Jordan and Taiwan have 
been conducting scientific & 
technological cooperation in 
two projects of computer sci¬ 
ence and mold technology, 
which turned out to be very- 
successful cooperation. 

Besides, Taiwan has continu¬ 
ously invited Jordanian offi¬ 
cials and experts to attend vari¬ 
ous kinds of seminars and 
training courses such as: Inter¬ 
national Trade Promotion Pro¬ 
gram. Industrial Cooperation 
System Seminar, The ROC 
Experience of Economic devel¬ 
opment course. Planning. 
Development & Management 
of Industrial Parks and Export 
Processing Zones in Taiwan 
Course, Efficient Management 
Skills for Small and Medium 
Enterprises, tax Policy & Eco¬ 
nomic Development Seminar, 
Course for Agricultural Credit 
System & Rural Development 
in Taiwan, and the Seminar on 
Small/Medium Enterprise 
Assistance Policy in Taiwan. 


How does Taiwan view its 
role in the region? 1 am talk¬ 
ing here about the economic 
role. 

The Middle East is one of 
the important trading partners 
for us. In 1997. foe trade vol¬ 
ume between the Middle East 
and Taiwan reached USS6.9 
billion with 7 % growth rate. 
Taiwan exported to ME 
US$2.7 billion worth of prod¬ 
ucts. wifo 3% growth. Taiwan 
imported from ME US$4.2 bil¬ 
lion with 3.6% growth. The 
Middle East is a major source 
for us for the natural raw mate¬ 
rials such as crude oil, natural 
gas and phosphate, which are 
vital to our industrial develop¬ 
ment So we attach greater,, 
importance to this region. 

Can yon tell me something 
about the Taiwanese econ¬ 
omy, and its development? 



Taiwan 




Springboard to the 
Asian-Pacific 


By Chi Shive 






IN TODAY'S global economy, 
the world is integrated as never 
before, and every region has a 
crucial role to play. This is par¬ 
ticularly true for the Asia- 
Pacific. In 1985, the Asia- 
Pacific region accounted for 18 
per cent of global trade; by 
1997, this figure had risen to 
26 per cent. The region also 
leads the world in shipbuilding 
and foe manufacture of consu¬ 
mer goods and information 
technology products. Even 
with the recent financial crisis 
and subsequent slowdown in 
growth. Asia remains a huge 
market and vast potential- 
Recognmng that Taiwan is 
uniquely endowed to serve 
local and multinational enter¬ 
prises as a base of investment 
and operations in this region, 
the ROC government has been 
actively promoting Taiwan as 
an Asia-Pacific regional opera¬ 
tions center. The goal of this 
project is to foster on foe island 
a highly liberalized and global¬ 
ized economic environment, 
foerebv encouraging the 
smooth flow of commodities, 
personnel, capital, and infor¬ 
mation. By upgrading tfKover- 
all economy, the ROC 
merit hopes to 

Taiwan into a very op® 11 
ket where entrepreneurs are 
willing to invest and develop 
high-value added mdusl "f! 
such as manufacturing, sea 
transportation, air transporta- 
tion/finance, telecommunica¬ 
tions and media. _ . 
And what makes Taiwan 

ideal? Geography for 
Taiwan sits at the cenjer of*® 
Asia-Pacific region. The aver- 

•fSESKEE- 

Stan^ai and Hon| K™?| ' s 
onlv two hours and 55 
Taiwan ^joys an advan^i 
industrial ba&.. In ^ 

wan enterprises were uw 
world’s top manufacturers 


over 15 products, 10 
of ' which .; were 
related to informa¬ 
tion technology! Cur¬ 
rently, 60 per cent of 
the world's computer 
motherboards and 40 
per cent of personal 
computers are manu¬ 
factured. in Taiwan. 

Taiwan also benefits 
from a strong, resil¬ 
ient economy, as 
illustrated by ' the 
island’s relatively 
favorable perfor¬ 
mance during the 
region's recent eco¬ 
nomic turmoil! Sev¬ 
eral factors contrib¬ 
ute to fois resiliency; 
a high rate of self¬ 
financing among entrepren¬ 
eurs, sound financial struc¬ 
tures, and the flexibility to rap¬ 
idly respond : to change. 
Another important influence is 
the ROC government’s rigor¬ 
ous promotion of its liberaliza- 
non strategy, aimed at sharpen¬ 
ing the competitive 'edge of 
Taiwan's enterprises in the glo¬ 
bal market. 

According to US credit rat¬ 
ing agency Standard & Poor’s, 
Taiwan ranks just below Japan 
and Singapore ‘ in terms of; 
credit risk. In its Annual Glo¬ 
bal Competitiveness Report for 
1998. the International Market 
Development Group placed 
Taiwan in 16th position.. The 
IMD also affirmed Taiwan’s 
strength in science and technol- 
pey, ranking -the island sev¬ 
enth. This ranking represents 
an impressive advance 'from 

Taiwan's 1992 science and 
technology rating - of 19, 
Indeed, after surpassing Hong 
Kong in 1995 and Singapore in 
199S. Taiwan’s scientific and 
technological prowess stands 
second only to Japan in the 
Asian region. - . . • 

Scientific ana technological 
talent, a comprehensive indus¬ 
trial structure, convenient 
transportation and telecommu¬ 
nications facilities,-and .flour¬ 



ishing entrepreneurial spirit all 
underpin the solid foundation 
on which Taiwan is being 
developed into a “science and 


technology” island. 
The ROC govern¬ 
ment is now labor¬ 
ing to further pre¬ 
pare Taiwan for 
foe 21 st century, 
promoting govern¬ 
ment re¬ 

engineering, pursu¬ 
ing public infra¬ 
structure projects 
under foe Build- 
Operaie-Transfer 
(BOJ) model, and 
pushing for further 
improvements in 
the investment cli¬ 
mate. At the same 
time, foe RCC is 
also actively seek¬ 
ing to attract talent 
from around foe 
world to come to Taiwan in an 
effort to enhance research and 
development capabilities 
within Taiwan industry. Tai¬ 


wan now looks forward to the 
day when, as is now said of the 
US’s Silicon Valley, people 
will proclaim: “No matter 
where you come from, you can 
always make your dreams 
come true in Taiwan.”! 

Department of Economics 
National Taiwan University 


Mr Chang 

Thanks to Taiwan's sound 
economic fundamentals, Tai¬ 
wan's economy in 1997 not 
only luckily weathered the 
Asian financial turbulence, but 
also continued to grow. Its eco¬ 
nomic growth rate accelerated 
to a 7-year high of 6.8 percent, 
one of the best in the world, 
while the rate of increase in 
consumer prices dropped to a 
ten-year law of 0.9%. Taiwan’s 
gross national product (GNP) 
ranked 13th largest worldwide 
and its per capita GNP reached 
US$13,233. being foe 25th 
largest in the world (among 
countries with a population 
exceeding one million), while 
its foreign-exchange reserves 
of around USS80 billion were 
third largest and almost with¬ 
out debt. Taiwan's total foreign 
trade volume in 1997 reached 
US$236.55 billion, wifo 8.3 
per cent increase compared to 
1996. Taiwan’s exports in 
1997 were US$122 billion wifo 
5.3 per cent growth rate. Its 
imports were US$114.4 with 
11.78% growth rate. Taiwan 
was foe world's I4th biggest 
exporter and 15th biggest 
importer, and its total two-way 
trade was I4th largest 
worldwide. 

Taiwan's economy strength 
was rated the eighth mosL pow¬ 
erful m the world by the 1998 
World Competitiveness Year¬ 
book compiled by the Lau¬ 
sanne-based International Insti¬ 
tute for Management 

Development (IMDi, last year 
was I7fo on the list The IMD 
attributed Taiwan’s leap in foe 
rankings to its ability to gener¬ 
ate higher added-vaiue prod¬ 
ucts and its bright economic 
prospects. 

Taiwan was ranked the 
world’s sixth most competitive 


economy, up two from last 
year's eighth place standing, by 
the Geneva-based World Eco¬ 
nomic Forum. 

In general, Taiwan’s eco¬ 
nomic performance in 1997 
was rather brilliant, but our 
Economic Affairs Minister still 
warned foe country against 
complacency. We have to try 
harder to reach our set goal of 
making Taiwan an Asia-Pacific 
Operational Center, and an 
island of science and 
technology. 

In computer technology, 
Taiwan is a leading player in 
the world. Is this likely to be 
maintained in the face of 
competition from other 
countries? 

Since 1979, my government 
had chosen the information 
technology industry as a thrust 
industry. With concerted efforts 
by the government and the 
enterprises during these years, 
Taiwan has become the 3rd 
biggest production country for 
information technology indus¬ 
try in the world, just after U.S. 
and Japan. Currently. 60 per¬ 
cent of the world’s computer 
motherboards, 40 percent of 
personal computers. 53 percent 
of monitors are manufactured 
in Taiwan. The vital factors for 
the successful information tech¬ 
nology industry are flexibility, 
speed, cost and logic support¬ 
ing capability. Taiwan benefits 
from its strong and resilient 
economy, also owns ample 
human resources, good and 
sound peripheral supporting 
industries so that its informa¬ 
tion manufacturers surely will 
be the indispensable partners in • 
foe world system of work dis¬ 
tribution for the future informa¬ 
tion technology industry. 


The so-called economic cri¬ 
sis in the Far East is taking 
its toll on the countries of the 
region. How is it affecting the 
Taiwanese economy? 

Taiwan is not immune to 
any international financial cri¬ 
sis. The devaluation of Asian, 
currencies in the second half of 
last year has caused foe devalu¬ 
ation of Taiwan's currency and 
the reduction of its export 
trade. The Asian economy is 
unlikely to recover in foe short 
term. The demand for Taiwan 
products in the Asian markets 
has declined, defeating our 
trade promotion efforts. But it 
is the proper time to depend on 
Taiwan's domestic maiket for 
growth. What we can do to 
stimulate domestic demand is 
to increase public construction, 
projects and facilitate private 
investments. Now my Govern¬ 
ment is carrying out programs 
for this purpose. It is estimated 
that foe total amount of private- 
investments will increase 16 
per cent this year. 

Taiwan's economic growth 
rate this year will be 5.3 per 
cent, although a drop from esti¬ 
mated 6 per cent. But com¬ 
pared to foe economies in Asia 
which are almost all in reces¬ 
sion, this growth rate is still not 
bad and could be in the top 5 in 
the world. 

Economic property needs 
greater stability. Is this a cor¬ 
rect phrase? 1 am here taking 
about your relations with 
China. 

It is true that economic pros¬ 
perity needs greater stable 
environment When foe tense 
relations across the Taiwan 
Straits almost developed into 
military confrontation in 1996, 
Taiwan's stock market and 
economic growth rate of foot 
year dropped, in spite of gov¬ 
ernment’s additional efforts. Al 
the same time, foe other side 
world have had the similar dis¬ 
advantageous effects. 

It should be noted that foe 
situation across the Taiwan 
Straits has developed recently. 
Both sides agreed to resume 
foe- Koo-Wang (two sides' 
heads of responsible organiza¬ 
tions) meeting, this October. 
This meeting is expected to 
become a landmark event for 
friendly exchanges between the 
two sides under the objective 
of promoting exchanges 
between the Straits Exchange 
Foundation of Republic of 
China (Taiwan) and Associa¬ 
tion for Relations Across the 
Taiwan Strait of People Repub¬ 
lic of China (PRC), and 
improving crossrstrait rela¬ 
tions. Also, it is hoped that foe 
Koo-Wang meeting will gener¬ 
ate a momentum for the 
resumption of SEF-ARATS 
institutionalized negotiations 
and exchanges—which have 
been suspended for more than 
three years. Wfe hope that sta¬ 
bility and prosperity will pre¬ 
vail in our region M 


Congratulates the people of 


on the occasion of its' 

: ! . National Day , 
RaedArabi Computer Corp. 
(FAYEit ASHI SONS CO.) 

T@L > 5668553 Fax: 5683754 

W%-;.TThe Middle East 
: Representative of First 
International Computer (FIC) 
3 iimanufacturers of the 

; j<^ :: LEO-PC brand. ... it 


NAOURI 

IG * R • O • U • P| 


On the occasion of the National Day of Taiwan 



A/aouri Group 



Congratulates the Taiwan Government, the 
staff of the Taiwan Embassy in Jordan and 
The People of Taiwan. 

We wish them great progress and success 



EVERGREEN 



UNIGLORY 


EVA AIR 

A3SA3E 


Tel: 5685512 - Fax: 5685468 e-mail:ammon@naouri.com.jo 
P.O.Box: 182154 Amman 11118 Jordan 
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The Bavarians are in Amman 


t.- . 

5 ‘^?3feiss^s 


LOCALS AND tourists alike in Amman 
enjoyed the music of the Bavarian Group 
(Sepp’i Gusmann Band), who came all the 
way From Germany. The group is currently 
in Amman, to perform at the Oktoberfest, 
which will be held at the Hotel 
InterContinental (Jordan), 

The Oktoberfest is an annual German fes¬ 
tival, held in the city of Munich—the capital 
of Bavaria. 

On the behalf of the mayor of Darmstadt, 
Mr Gussmaim granted Marwan Al Haddid, 
the mayor for Amman, a special present 
from the German city. Mr A1 Haddid 
thanked the leader of the band, and In turn. 



delivered a message to- the Mayor of Darm¬ 
stadt. Warm greetings were extended'from. 
Amman to the German city. Mr. Al Haddid 


•ho friendly relations 
also commented on ^ rmany am J looked 
between J onlan d cooperation in the 

eaxs-*-' ■*>**- 

^welcome the 

tional. dance group presented tne 

to*™’ . oktoberfest festival is being 

The Bavanan Oktooeri ober ) a t the 

held over two days (7 and 8 Octooer 

InterContinental. _ n * orc d by Ruval 
The event has CMS. 

Jordanian, Opel , Henning 
Chiquita, and A ram ex. ■ 
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Children are 
worth saving 

By Rana Haddad 

Special to The Star 

LAST MONDAY, the 
Arab World celebrated 
the Arab Child Day. 
Many people appeared on 
television and made 
hopeful speeches, and 
promised a berrer future 
for children worldwide. 

Myself. I promised 
never to celebrate this 
occasion until I could be 
sure that there are no 
more stories like those 1 
heard and witnessed last 
week. 

Last Thursday. 1 spent 
one night in hospital—I 
had to Take tare of m\ lit¬ 
tle sister who fell ill after 
being vaccinated at 
school. I wasn't able to 
sleep, so i walked around, 
watched people, and lis¬ 
tened to their cries. It was 
a night to remember. 

if was a depressing 
scene. Atnani—a thrce- 
ycar-old girl—used to 
(— have a typical babv face, 
R*bui not any more. She 
.. was in an accident at 
ft^home. when boiling oil 
^5lwas knocked onto her 
j£;face. Amani's face 
^•doesn't look baby-faced 
L anymore. 

Four months ago. 
fOmar came into this 
2 world, and I'm sure he 
S didn’t expect to start suf¬ 
fering so early. He was 
lying beside his mother 
when she fell asleep. 
Omar fell off the bed and 
fractured his skull. 

The suffering contin¬ 
ues. There was the story 
of little Yousef who had a 
needle stuck deep into 
his leg. It was only after 
two weeks of agonizing, 
that his mother—a 
nurse—took him to hos¬ 
pital. The reason for the 
: pain snnn became 
: apparent. 

Khaldoon was in hospi- 
; utl because he was hit by 
; a car. At the lime he was 
; heading to school, carry¬ 
ing his school bag over 
his shoulder and holding 
; a red flower, which he 
planned to give to his 
: teacher. 

At this point. Lav to's 
! grandma finished telling 
her stories, and 1 began to 
wonder about all the char¬ 
acters and events that I 
had heard. 

The question that both¬ 
ers Layla and many oih- 
■=* ers is why and for how 
long? I believe that our 
children must suffer if 
they are to succeed, but 
tu’ shouldn't be the cause 
of their suftering. Kids, 
who are the fruit of our 
love and ambition, suffer 
because of nur irresponsi¬ 
ble behavior. 

Another question that 
bothered l-aylu and I. is 
that women—no matter 
how old. how well edu¬ 
cated. or financial lyh 
secure—sometimes have 
children, when they know 
that they are unable to 
raise and care for them 
properly! 

We should all share the 
responsibility. I think it is 
time we started to save or 
children, rather than cele¬ 
brate them, because they 

arc all worth savins.! 


Hilal Mohammed Yahya: 


A master of color and 







By KoFi Attah 

Special to The Slur 

HILAL MOHAMMED Yahya is not 
what one expects of a novice artist. 
Although he lacks an 
educational back¬ 

ground. Yahya is a 
promising young artist 
with a vision. Few peo¬ 
ple in the an world 
know of him. but l feel 
that a lot of people will 
soon appreciate his 

skills. His latest exhi¬ 
bition, ‘The Landscape 
of Amman*, is currently 
being shown at the 
Plastic Artists Associa¬ 
tion of Jordan. 

The exhibition fea¬ 

tures 23 elegant oil 
paintings, loaded with 

innovation and artistry. 

They fluctuate between 
landscapes of caves, to 
the hills and valleys of 
Amman. After a hec¬ 
tic period, dedicated to 
painting. Yahya man¬ 
aged to choose his 

themes, through experi¬ 
menting with various 
colors and tex¬ 
tures. As a result, 
when you visit his 
show, you will 
appreciate the 
outstanding cha¬ 
risma of his 
works. His paint¬ 
ings are bright 
and vivid, por¬ 
traying the charm 
of Amman's natu 1 
ral layout. 

The portrayals 
of natural land¬ 
scapes are inter¬ 
woven with deli¬ 
cacy. depicting a 
background of 
colorful images. 

One of the paint¬ 
ings that is guar¬ 
anteed to capture 
your soul, is that 
of a cave 
dwrclling. 

Yahya's style is 
characterized as 

simple and detailed, which has saved 
him from falling into the pitfall of imi¬ 
tation. His long apprenticeship at the 
Association's Workshop, working 
with niasler artists, has added to his 


humble experience. 

“The challenge is to be creative and 
original." said Yahya. Bom in Kafir al 
Shey in Egypt. Yahya has never had 
the "chance to go into the art world. 


through 



until he was 
discovered by 
the Plastic 
Artists Asso¬ 
ciation . of 
Jordan. 

“When I 
was young, 
nobody ever 
thought that I 
would 
become an 
artist, not even I," he said. As an 
errand boy in the Association, he was 
inspired by the members there, and 
acquired a traditional technique of 
painting. The central themes of his 


exhibition reflect the immense spiritu¬ 
ality of the Egyptian love of colors. In 
painting Nos. 11 and 12, he hypno¬ 
tizes the visitor with the steep streets 
of Amman, portraying them running 
a valley. and 
cutting through green 
hills. In addition, he dis¬ 
closes the dally life of 
uplanders in a lively 
structure of realistic 
colors.. 

His cinematic eye has 
successfully mirrored 
the everyday captions of 
Amman. His brush is 
like the voice of a poet, 
celebrating natural 
scenes of hills, rocks 
and other fascinating 
settings, like the magi¬ 
cal beauty of plains and 
deserts. 

The most innovative 
and attractive thing 
about the exhibition- is 
the artist's masterful 
ability to paint and 
depict real life imagery. 
With the experience he 
has acquired through 
Disserving other mem-, 
bers of the association. 
Yahya has developed a 
language that power¬ 
fully communicates with 
the viewer's mind. 

Despite the fact that 
Amman is not loaded 
with natural imagery, 
his work transcends the 
realm of reality into a 
world of surrealistic fan¬ 
tasy. His desert scene 
draws you to the nature 
of village life. : 

Yahya is hoping for a 
breakthrough in his 
career, which will place 
him up amongst the other famous con¬ 
temporary artists. However, at the 
moment. Yahya is not in a rush-for- 
stardom, as he feels it may interfere 
with his style. “My primary objective 
is to get my audience to appreciate 
and enjoy my paintings," he adds, 
confidently. - 

However, he has entered the art 
scene with an enthusiasm that distin¬ 
guishes him from many other artists. 
His extraordinary ability to avoid bor¬ 
ing subjects and monotonous imita¬ 
tions. has paved the way for the pres¬ 
entation of his own artistic 
interpretations. The show will run 
until the 20 October. ■ 
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International 
Book Exhibition 


THE CITY Hall in Ras Al 
Ain is a splendid building, 
where one can amble 
around and enjoy mans 
architectural wonders. 

However, the City Hull is 
not only a place of leisure 
and relaxation. It is also 
the site of many cultural 
and intellectual 

exhibitions. 

The International Bonk 
Exhibition is the latest 
show to be held at the City 
Hall. Held in a huge tent 
outside. the exhibition 
offers a wide variety of 
books from all around the 
world. Several interna¬ 
tional book companies are 
taking part in this year. 

The quality and quantity 

of the hooks on display are 
a veritable temptation— 
you will find it almost 
impossible to leave empty- 
handed. You will find a 


diversity of topics, frora- 
children's literature to sci¬ 
ence and technology. 

Visitors from ail age 
groups are attending the 
exhibition. 

One owner of a publish¬ 
ing house said. “Despite 
the very good attendance 
rates, the sales have been a 
little diappninting, even 
with the many discounted 
prices on offer.” Five 
books will cost you around 
JD ID. which is quite 
respectable. 

Mr Adnan Zahran, tbe 
owner of Zahran Publish¬ 
ing House attributed this 
decline in sales tu the cur¬ 
rent economic climate and 
the decrease in people’s 
purchasing power, espe¬ 
cially students. 

The exhibition will run 
until 1(1 October. ■ 
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HORIZON Al-RAED 


Celebrates its first 
anniversary 


AGENDA 


HORIZON Al-RAED. the 
advertising and marketing 
agency, held a cocktail recep¬ 
tion at the Amman Manioc on 
the occasion of the company's 
first year anniversary since ihe 
merger between the Horizon 
Amman office and Al-Raed 
Advertising. More than 300 
guests attended the reception 
on lb September to celebrate 
the occasion. 

Mr Rued Danvish. managing 
director of the Amman office, 
gave a welcoming speech to 
the guests on behalf of the 
entire office and Mr Rafiq Saa- 
dch, CEO of Horizon network, 
who was on a special visit to 
Amman for the occasion 
accompanied by several man¬ 
aging directors from the Hori¬ 
zon network. 

The opening speech by Dar- 
wish also gave a brief history 



of the network from its begin¬ 
nings in the 1976 and growth 
throughout the . region to the 


f 





. exclusive affiliation with FCB; 
the number one agencyiin the 
US -and: sixth worldwide in- 
terms of billing. - y 

Rather dam 1 bemg; '*juSt 
another cocktail reception/. the 
creative juices of ihe . HGRI: . 

■ 'ZON ALRARD team /were • 
squeezed out to bring a/little 
.emertainment to the e.v enIng r L 
A 15-minute play on.the his--; 
tory of advertising ffbmHhev - J 
"stone age to modem ^ 

performed. The play;:-en@te;^t: 

- The medium as the message 

- with .a look at how : the a- 

don. of advertising' 
shaped by the advent 
media and bow.the 

in advertising is a return 
soQal communications via t&r. /U 

media, as'it was dwus«d»;,^^ 

years ago.! • • v. ___ 

", r —r :-v 


Exhibitions 

. -■ Paintings by IS art- 
• ists from Egypt, Syria, 
Iraq, Palestine ; and 
Xebanon . at' .'the . Al 
^Mashriq Gallery, 
. Shmesani. It continues 
until ! November. 

■ Under the patronage 
of HM Queen Noor, the 
Cervantes Institute is 
showing an exhibition 
Entitled Goya's Capri- 
-Chos.' -T’h'e•. exhibition 
will open on the 13 

- October, at 6 pin.- arid 
will run _ until 23 

-October.. - : 

- ■- •'"A joint exhibition 
■\ for Arab artists comin- 
!-ues "at the Hamorabi 
Gallery until 15 
October. 

..-■-An exhibition by 
-Lamia Jamal-of her 
. sculptural artworks 

- opened-on- the 7 Qcto- 
_,ber at the French Cul- 
_ rural Center.' The exhi- 
. bitten wilj : run until 26 

October 


Films, 

.entitled 
Goya will be.,shown ai- 
dre C^rventes Ihstshute 
._- 6 tt. tbe- -]4 October, .at • 
-::6r30,pm. The film is. 
.^directed- by Jesus Fer- 
[^-^Sndea' ; Santosand -cap- - 
A.fiins's i.AQoya's. . . most: 

works: -the. 
;-M-6^cKl%s,-\wair . scenes; 

sequences, 

A/ofi. su^royaity: : -T • and 

enti‘ 


tied Coup de Foudre 
will be shown at the 
French Cultural Center 
on the 12 October, at 
6:30 and 8:30 pm. The 
film is about two wives 
who form a relation¬ 
ship together, after get¬ 
ting fed up with their 
husbands. 

■ The American Cen¬ 
ter will be showing 
Wall Street (starring 
Michael Douglas and 
Charlie Sheen) on 8 
October, at 5:00pm.. 

■ The British Coun¬ 
cil. will .. be. showing 
Sense and Sensiblity 
bn J 3 October, at 
6 : 00 pm. 

Conference 

-The Le Meridian 
hotel will be holding a 
conference entitled 
Religion £nd Society 
between the 12 October 
and 15 October. Spon¬ 
sored, by. the Royal 
Institute of Religous 
Studies and German 
Cultural Center, the 
conference will look 
into how Muslim Turks 
live m Germany. 

Workshop 

: • • The British''Coun- " 
cil will be holding a 
number of .workshops; 
discussing Modern 
LuglifA Literature. 
On the 12 October, the 
Jewel in the Crown- 
The Indian Subconti¬ 
nent will be reviewed. 
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ENGLISH PROGRAMS 

SATURDAY 
3:00—Holy Koran 
3:10—Animaniacs (Cartoon) 
3'-30—Clowning Around -■ 

4:00—Neighbors (Drama) 

’■*' -i^O—Peer Pressure (Doc.) - 
■ 5:00—French Fix®. ' 

6:00—Wind at my back 
7:00—News in . French 
7:15—French Prog. 

7:30—News Headlines 
7:35—rMorphy Brown . 

8:00—Sirens 

9:15—ABC of Democracy , 
10:00—News At Tea 
1030— J?3m 
12:00—Country Music 

SUNDAY 
3:00—Holy Koran 
3:10—Pfnk Panther (Cart) 
3:20—Pumpkin Patch 
330—The Adventures of the 
Black Stallion 
4:00—Discover The WOd 
Animals 

5:00—The American Chart - 
- Show 

6:00—French Program 
7:00—News in French 
7:15—French Programs 
730—News Headlines . 

735—Life’s Most 
Embarrassing Moments 
8:00—French Program - 
830—Renegade r 
9:00—Farming & Ecology 
10:00—News in English 
1030—Drama . . . 

MONDAY: 

3:00—Holy Koran 
3:10—Highlander (Cartoon) - - 
330—The Genie from Down 
Under (Drama). . 

, 4:00—Neighbors (Drama) ’ 

•I 430—Last Frontiers (Dor.) 
5:00—French’ Program 
6H10—Wind At My Back . 
7:00—News in . French . 


)grams on JTV 
10—-17 October. 
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Discover The Wild Animals, Sunday at 4:00 pm. 


7:15—French Program 
730^-News Headlines ' 
735—Hope & Gloria 
: 8:00—Perspective . 

830—WoridNet 
9.10—Good Gays, Bad Guys 
10:00—News at Ten 
103p-4hama 

; TUESDAY . 
3:00—Holy Koran . 

3:10—The Pink Panther 
330—Small Talk (Quiz) 
4d)0—Nogfabora ' , ' 

430—Life Choices (Doc.) . 
5:00—Royal Blood (Doc.) 


6:00—French Program 
7:00—News in French 
7:15—French Program 
730—News Headlines 
735—Step by Step 
8:00—What Would Yon Do? 
030—-Encounter 
9:10—The Ambassador 
. 10HM—News At Ten 
1030—Lonesome Dove 
•1240-^h; 

WEDNESDAY 
3dD0—Holy Koran 
: 3:10—^-The Adventures of 
Teddy Rri»pin 


^Amman cinemas 

1 Philadelphia I (Tel: 4634149): Last Man Standing 
• Philadelphia H (TeJ:46£4149>: Bound 
i Galleria I (Tel: 079 33430): Armageddon 
> GaOeria Q (Tel: 07933430): Mr Magoo 
Plaza (Tel: 5699238): AlZa'cemrAnzbui 
Concord I (Tel: 5677420): Nasser jAroWrj 
1 Concord H (Tel: 5677420): Up Close & Personal 


MAD CITY 


330—Halfway Across The 
Galaxy & Turn Left 
430—Masters Of Hie Naze 
5:00—French Progra m 
6:15—Wind At My Back 
7:00—News in French 
7:15—French Prog ra m 
730—News Headlines 
735 Kee ping Mum (Cbm.) 
8:00—Envoy Special 
830—Kung-Fu 
9:10—Great Moments Of 
Science & Technology 
930—Faces & Places 
l(h00—News at Ten 
1030—Chicago Hope 
12:00—Bugs (Drama) 

THURSDAY 
3:00—Holy Koran 
3:10—Superman (Cartoon) 
330—Sliders (Drama) 

4:00—life On The Digital 
Edge 

5:00—French Program 
6:15—Sliders 
7:00—News in French 
7:15—French Prog. 

730—News Headlines 

735—Family Matters 

8:00—Great Romances of the 

20th Century 

830—Dr Quinn Medicine 

Woman (Drama) 

9:10—Oprah Winfrey 
10:00—News at Ten 
1030— Film: 

12:00—The Boys (Comedy) 

FRIDAY 
3:00—Ho|y Koran ■ 

3:10—The Adventures of 
Teddy Rnxpin (Cartoon) 

330—Treasure Hunt 
4 KM)—French Film 
6:15—The Simpsons 
7:00—News in French 
7:15—French Prog. 

730—News Head fines 


735—Fresh Prince of Bel Air 
8:00—Cinema, Cinema 
830—Babylon 5 
9:10—Destination Mars 
10:00—News at Ten 
1030—The X Files (Drama) 
11:10—The Halifax 

PROGRAMMES 
EN FRAN AIS 
SAMEDI 

17:00—Fant pas rever 

19 K)0—Le journal 
19:15—Magazine 

L’cenf de Colomb 

DIMANCHE 
18 K)0—Bonne esperance 
IShOO—Le Journal 
19:15—E=M6 

LUND! 

17:00—Thalassa 

19KX)—Le Journal 

19:15—Magazine srientifrque 

MARDI 

18:00—Les cceurs br&les 
19:00—Le Journal 
19:15—Fractales 

MERCREDI 
17KM>—UshnaEa 
19:00—Le Journal 
19:15—E=M6 

20 KM)—Envoyd special 

JEUDI 

16KM)—L’ccole des fans 
19KK)—Le journal 
19:15—Magazine 

L’ceuf de Colomb 

VENDREDI 
18:15—Fort Boyard 
19KK)—Le journal 
19:15—A05 la Terre 




ONE MAN WILL MAKE A MISTAKE. 
THE OTHER WILL MAKE IT A SPECTACLE. 


Programs are subject to change by JTV 


“Hoffman and Travolta are sheer dynamite." 

A freeway pursuit A domestic spat gone over the edge. You’re watching it live at 
home, news as it happens. But wait a minute. Is the reporter on your TV screen 
shaping the story, extending its life, making it happen? Dustin Hoffman and John 
Travolta team with award-winning filmmaker Costa-Gavras (Z. Missing) in a 
fierce tale of ratings-driven TV news gone mad. Travolta is Sam, a misguided 
museum guard who loses his job, then tries to get it back at gunpoint. Hoffman is 
Max . a local TV reporter taken hostage with a group of schoolchildren when Sam 
locks down the museum. It's a desperate move for Sam, a career move for Max. 
He’s on the inside of a live exclusive. Now all he has to do is give Sam’s story a 
heroic spin, keep a headline-grabbing network anchor (Alan Alda) at bay, and 
above alL, keep America watching. As Max pulls the strings 1 even tighter,, the 
stakes grow higher, darker, and scarier. 


vj Al Rabieh near GarfieMs Restaurant 

Jfr D gO n Tel: 079 98479 or 079 53280 ( Mobile j 

V irTDt'^ Opendaliyfrom 11:00—16:00 
V 18:00—21:30 
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE 


umau bbbbu bbbb 
bbbb hum bbbb 
bbbb ubbbbbbbbb 


bbbbi 
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■IBB 

BBB 

BBB 


CROSS 
1 LaOyctank 
5 Datvteh ' 

10 Gmtonton 
14 Ghreappiwtf. 
is Ckaam orris 
«»P . 

16 flaps. 

17 Hbtandstfl 
16 Pilsoutthe 


B BBBBB 


BB BBBB 


TVatwn) ' . 

36 Cal up 

37 Sme,*x 
.. ctm 

36 "rendv® 
rfalMsW 

39 PtBfc 

40 _heud(heW 

41 Danwrtton 


43 Prfaftr 


SO ‘.terra 
mon WfJ 

21 Paddy 

22 Dudbnd 
nys**y 

23 Showappra- 
damn 

25 Audtraeft 
am 

2 B Sadanaheear 
29 Mtwewtt 
irgeny 

32 FUwMiace 

33 Harare 

game 

3* ***** ... 

M l Mtffd 

jfofX 

35 ILDW-fcW 


44 Uftterafce 

45 CMa* 
Attain . 

49 Grief raid 

49 Ftendptot 

50 KM of Jazz 
S3 GetsamcNa 

on 

55 Up to rates* 
58 Tidefcpamer 
5 7 Court avert 
68 Pnute ea ional 


DOWN . 

1 StepUWow 

2 flotatod - - - 

3 Hotted* 

4 Storm canter 

5 Purmorchct 

6 Smert^(atae 

B ' 
WondarU ' 
LI er 

9 Pracfcea 
ida. 

10 Gfabatronattf 
home 

11 Fairy tete 


29 floor off 

30 Magiacura_ 

31 BonracKd 
-at 

33 none 


50 Sonowtel 
sunk 

GO Contest prize 

61 HodegB 


12 n>do v 

13 caichBeor 
19 Rarasam 

p u non*! 

21 CurroV Mi- 
fan 

24 Ifffislnet 

25 PuMc« 

28 Began 

everts 

2 7 Ertattah 

28 Gafts 


37 Bunpw boo- 
boo 

39 Aectoinure- 
• bar 

40 Musical 

- Home , 

42 GuendiM 

43 Geeaegnup . 

45 ‘.Houser 
(Dtten*-- 

46 A£*w 

47 tndana 
neater 

48 BarnjwJ 
bdy 

49 Wnr_ 

51 Bread spread 

52 AnncytnQpHr- 
aon 

st'Muaoimds- 

pfew. 

55 Tbweidra ■ 
stem ; 
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■STOLLIYIQS 


■: >nThis Week’s - 

HOROSCOPES 

By Linda Black 

WreHy The sun is in Cancer 
now, shifting the focus to domestic 
. matters. This jdiase will be in effect 
for approximately 30 days, causing 
inost of os. to want to spend more 
. tone at home. 

^Aris(March21-AprD 19)—Study 
hard. You’ll-use what you learn as 
quickly as you assimilate it. A friend 
needs your attention, 
i Taurus (April 20-May 20)—Count 
1 your money and then go shaping. 

You need a few new tools and books 
: to - feint about in upcoming 
assignmenL 

Geinini (May 21-June 21)—You’re 
almost in control of the situation, but 
your grasp is beginning to slip. Move 
quickly, to' secure the territory 
_ you've already taken. 

Cancer (Jane 22-Jnly 22)—You 
may feel pressured buz it’s natural. 
You're about to emerge from your 
' chrysalis, that’s all. the push you get 
t win simply help you take off and fly. 
Leo (July 23-Aug. 22)—Your team 
is practically invincible. ' Your 
1 encouragement is a big help. Yon 
may feel like something is gaining on 
yon, however. 

. Virgo (Aug. 23-SepL 22)—Hold 
; onto your haL Changes are coming 
-fast and furious, from the top. Things 
.. are in a state of flux. Your friends 
have some good ideas — go along 
for the ride. 

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct, 23)—You’re 
sharp ...as a tack. Practice your 
favorite foreign language — you may 
get a' chance to use it You’ll be 
asked some tough questions. 

' Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov. 21)—Money, 
money, money. That’s your theme. 
Maker the most of. it- Love and travel 
dominate, not necessarily in that 
order. - 1 ’ 

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 

21)—Your partner has the great ideas 
'but the'money being spent is partly 
yours. Better go along on that 
shopping trip! 

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 

19)—Work, work, work. That’s 
supposed to be .your idea of fun, 
right’? You’ll find out. Your partner 
will be very demanding. 

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)—A 
conversation could lead to romance. 
Pnce you have that out of the way, 
launch into a project together. 

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20)—Home 
and family are on your mind. You’re 
in a snuggle mood, too. Go ahead 
' and got a sensitive matter talked out 
: You’ll ati feel better afterwards. 

if i(tt!rt Haring a Birthday This 
Week: Your Theme for this year Is 
comjpletfoii, especially pertaining 
■ to paperwork. Once you get an old 
matter settled you’ll take off tike a 
rocket Put your secret thoughts 
..down on paper this year. It’D be 
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BONES IN THERE / 


O 


pfflKl [JET {InTfirs- 

mechanic (mechanic I li^PAR 





ELWOOD by Ben Tenqiletiou & Tbm Forman 
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CAinSH by Fred Whgner & Ibm Cone 

BS'&«®5E =? 



.. How about cannon fodder?' 

\ WP.Tifluic Mcifij Sa rto 


Jumble 


LStwrsnMr Ow far »«*, N> 
Mnr H etfa h farm ftv 


-, ^ 

(J fonaNfiJ vi 


WANTY 


UNOMT 


CALBEM 




Ansmrtmmi A 


J Answer TAWNY MOUNT BKCALM MOROSE 

Answer Whaithoy called the sign maker— A MAN OF 
LETTERS 
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Words of 
Wisdom 


An argument cannot occur 
if one of the two parties 
refuses to lake part. 

Why do people want to 
conceal their poverty when 
they’re young and brag about 
it when ihey’re older? 

The wise person chooses 
to want less rather than to 
have more. 

It isn’t enough for a gar¬ 
dener to kwe flowers; be or 
she also must hate the weeds. 

• m • 

If you stoop to deal with 
idiots cm their level they will 
beat you every lime. 

• When laws are not clear, 
they become corrupt In iheir 
inccipretation. 
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Jawa, ville d’eau au mili eu du deserter veromque Abu-Nymeh 

. - —.. •. . * Lr.-j .a ' - goux-de ruissellentcnt etant 

Siiuie prts de la frondhv syro-jordanienne, Jawa est Pune des rifles qui idosent dizaine de rhervoirs. Mais fa /door au mQf en reriuibtrs 

au debut de V&ge de Bronze (vers 3000 av. J.-C), vivent quelques sikcle et insuffisante, ils ditounuueni les crues^_ ^es cultures de c^realcs, de 

meurenlpresqu‘aussisoudainement qu'eUesont vuUjour. . barrdgesetdecanaux-Ilsassuraierit au j sl _ fd .-, Qj-cheologique ne sugg^reque 

Le cas de Java est d'autant plus etonnant qu’eUe surgit en plain disert dans un Ugumineux et de la vigne. Rien dans ve nus de Misopotamie el families 

environnement qui, aujourd’hui du mains, est des plus hostties a Petablissemerti lies fondaseurs de Jawa mentete des migrantssupposi. Au contra ire, la 
de Phomme. Pourtant Jawa n'a rien d'une installation precaire. fcrigi sur un de la civilisation ur ^ }(a ^. comme on. , pJ nv ij-onnem€nt desertique. Leurs 
promontoire, te site comprend une forteresst protegee d'un rempart dont la population semble itrefres. men. r*au sont identiques & cellcs encore 

longueur totale est d’enriron 800 mitres et percie de plusieurs porles. La techniques de recolte etde c J ns ^T -i™. . y climat, dont Phistotre eat 

citadelle est entourie d'une ville basse, elle aussi cerate d’un mar. La cit6 est eh usage.de nos jours. Une hypo -t-j" humide et a incite les 

done doublement fortifiie. La ville basse est constitute d’un reseau dense de encore tr&s mol comae, a *** P e . *. un me'dlcur para de to 

huttes circulaires et de mmsons souterraines, type d'habitation relativement _ populations habitveflement nomaaes 

archtuque. terre. ■ . ■ nimuL D’autres viUes de ce type sont 

Le site est dipourvu de sources. Aftii treasurer I’approvistimnement en etui, les dawa n’esi d’tdtieunpas unexempteumquo. 
habitants ont developpe un systeme kydrauhque sophistiqud comprenant une connues en Sjrie sur le versam att tg 


EclaboUssTi^-es 

Vert! 


Une fleur □e suffit 
pas. banter uae fleur a-t- 
il un sens ici. dans cc pays 
oil il n’y a que le desert ? 
Je pensuis a tout cela sur 
la route qui m'emmenait a 
Ktirak. La voix de Fairouz 
s’echappait du vieil auto¬ 
radio du bus et rendait 
I'atmosphere un peu plus 
supportable : «Tu vois 
combien la mer est vaste, je 
t'airne de cette amplcur. Tu 
roix combien le del est 
loin, je t'aimc de ce loin- 
lain.-*. Je me suis dit : 

• Oil est cette mer que tu 
chantes si bien, chirr Fai¬ 
rouz ? Je veux la boire a 
Pinstant meme». Pourtant, 
ii y a longtemps, 1c desert 
etait unc source 
d'inspiration pour les bal- i 
lades d'amour des poetes 
romuntiques. Les plus 
beaux poemes arabes ont 
ete ecrits ici sous ce soleil 
de plotnb etouffanL Je 
pease alors a Qays Bin EI- 
Molawah. egare dans !e 
deserL n aimait sa cousine 
Laila mats le pere de la 
jeune Rile lul avail refuse 
sa main promise a un au¬ 
tre. Le «fou de Laila* a 
done passe le reste de sa 
vie perdu dans 
I'immensite de sable en 
chantant son amour dis¬ 
part!. 

Quelle vie romantique 
nos ancetres ont vecu ! Ils 
ne connaissaient pas les 
viUes tentaculaircs. 

I'administration et surtout 
ces gouvemements" qui 
\euient faire croire a icurs 
efforts pour arreter 
I'extension du desert ou a 
des projets qui sont 
comme des gouttes d'eau 
dans F ocean. Que font les 
autorites pour «une Jorda- 
nie verte cn Fan 2000* ? 
Rien. Que des paroles. Le 
pays est de plus en plus 
jaune et les citoyens, de 
plus en plus desesperes. Et 
moi qui voudrais planter 
une fleur dans le desert. 
Suis-je devenu un autre 
Qays, serals-je cette folle 
qui. egaree sur cette auto¬ 
route du desert, chante 
des poemes pour I'eau el 
un paradis verdoyant per¬ 
du ?... Brutalement ia voix 
de Fairouz s'eteint et la 
chaleur s'abat sur moi 
comme un chene. Mu deci¬ 
sion est prise : je ne pian- 
tcrai pas ma fleur car elle 
ne resistera pas a la seve- 
ritc de l'hiver. Mais je ne 
peux m'empecher 

d'imagincr cc qui arrivc- 
ruit si quatre millions de 
Jordanicns piantaient une 
fleur ii cote de la mienne. 
L’espoir cst-il encore per- 
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Ce avis de recherche sont frequents dans la presse. EUes sont aussi une pretive apportie 
par Vemploy eur au Ministere de Vlntdrieur pour montrer que sa domestique s’est enfrde 
sans autorisation. Une fagon de se deresponsabitiser etde ne pas payer la caution de 500 
dollars, reclamee en cos de disparition de Vemployee. 


Peut-on commander une 
domestique sri lunkaise? La re- 
ponse est oui. Dans une agcnce, 
ii Abdnli, une jeune femme 
ouvre un petit album, rempli 
des innombrables fichcs de de- 
mandcurs d'emploi sri lankais 
oii philippins. Sur chacune. 
que Iqucs informations sur le 
postulant : sa photo, son nom. 
son age. son poids. sa taille, son 
eiat marital... Sa religion et 
meme la couleur de sa peau ! 

La jeune femme regarde son 
dossier a\ec une studieuse at¬ 
tention. et demandc les qualites 
de la domestique recherehee. 
* Entrc 20 et 30 ans dive un 
peu J‘experience Elle se re- 
plonge dans son album et ex- 
plique que beaucoup d’entre 
elles sont deja * reservees*. 

Elle son le fichent qui sem- 
blent nous interesser et souligne 
a chaque fois les qualites de la 
jeune femme que Ton vient de 
ehoisir. Comme pour I'achat de 
n importe quel objet. * Elle a 
l oir petite mais elle est forte*, 
nous dit-elle. «Si apres I'avnir 
cssayee. elle ne rous convened 
this . vnus pourricz la rendre a 
I a pa ice cr nous vous eti 
iruuverons une autre*, insiste 
un collCrgue. 

Nous leur expliquons notre 
inquietude de \oir ces femmes 
vouloir panir avant la fin de 
leur contrat tdeux ans). Et si un 
proche venail a tomber mala- 
de 7 Les deux -vendeurs* nous 
rassurent d'un rire entendu: 
■•AV runs inquietez pas, VOUS 
i'amenez ici et on verra aver 
die. Tout i a muigerti apres sa 
visile ii iagcnce et il n’y aura 
plus de prohlemes ». El pour les 
••delais de livraison- ? On nous 
assure que le produit sera dis- 
ponible sous dix jours. Quant a 
la commission de 1'agence. elle 
sera consiiiuee des deux pre¬ 
miers mois dc salatre de 


1 ’employee. 

Tout le malheur commence 
dans des agences comme celle- 
liL Grace a leurs contacts avec 
leurs homologues sri lankaises. 
les agences jordaniennes 
opdrent le lien entre des 
femmes desesp^rfes et h. la re¬ 
cherche d’un eraploi en dehors 
de leur pays, et des families de 
Jordanie. Ces agences, qui ne 
sont pas officiellement recon- 
nues. sont ndanmoms ignores 
par le Ministere du Travail en 
lant qu'agences de placement. 
Une grande majority d’entre 
elles s'enregistrent alors 
comme bureaux d’import/ 
export. Mais la marchandise 
dans ce cas. est humaine. 


Recours a la justice ? 

Les rouages de cette traite 
d'esdaves contemporaine. sont 
bien huil£s : les agences travail- 
lent en hamionie. Une femme 
qui vit an Sri Lanka et qui de-. 
sire gagner de I’argem -pour -—\ 
soutenir sa famiUe et elever ses 
enfants, depose sa candidature 
dans une agenee de son pays. 

Son dossier, envoye en Jorda¬ 
nie. sera propose par une 
agence. a des families a la re¬ 
cherche de domestiques bon 
marche. A charge de 
1 'employeur. le paiement du 
permis de travail (300 dinars.) 
et du permis de residence (15 a 
20 dinars). L’employ^e. de son 
cou?. signe un contrat 
d’embauche sou vent traduit 
dans un mauvais anglais et eta- 
bli pour deux ans. 

Une fois en Jordanie. le 
piege se referme sur la pauvre 
Sri Lankaise car sans le savoir, 
elle vient de d&arquer dans un 
pays oil la loi I'ignorc. C'est en 
tout cas I’avis d’un chercheur 
fran^ais : -Le droit jordanien 
cree des situations de non 
droit, de non protection pour 


aiasiiix Societe _ 

W,SS,NG Esclaves en Jordanie 

Ignorees par la loi, exploites et parfois maltraites par leur pcitron, 
i. les domestiquesphilippins et.sri lankais n f ont souvent d'autre choix 
que la fuite. Dossier complet sur une~situation honteuse dont Les 

responsabilites sont partagees. 

myooehaeftNDto !- toirejordanien sans aucunepro- fa?on x d6feudre : les travml- . i 0 rsque vous &tes \dcdme d’une ^ ^owjrs^lcf La roulette 

SJSSSibSSu la justice, a condition de Loger cheZ SOn patron nus n ^!pSILbles par rktat dc 

kodyrnwootto. s’appuyex sur un contrat en . ^ ■ Qui verrai . Vous etes Sri-Lankais, vous leur personnel. Leur nom est 

bonne et due forme. malungroupe de Sri Lankaises °’ avez V* yos. yeux pour j-aiUeurs inscrit sur la cane■ utf 

D y a bien c^ contrac maS£ter leur col^re- P ,eurer - Au f? «>nunu- ^jour ct le permis de travail de 

d embauche • signis entre’ &OQS ^ ciautd sn lankaise, 1 ambassade sri Lankaise* et les eon- 

remployeur et Temploy6 mats p, ^ nmhsrarf« ? i a e_ n qui recommande-un minimum trats d’embauche precisent gen- 

. Ds ont peu de valeur. Seule con- m ^nd deLla ‘national- <le 400 dollars par mois (pour ^raiement que Icc employeun, 

n une preuve apportee trainte : ils ne doivent pas ^ vous 5tes Philippm • vous concurrencer son Jiomologue dolvent prendre cn charge sa 

(omestique s ’est enfrde contour de clauses contraires gtes recrotfi par ragence offi-' -Philippine ?) est loin d'Stre con- grossesse ou sa maladie cven- 

Tayer la caution de 500 au code au travail. Le reste est c jene des Philippines, votre am- sidfode comme tin refuge. Les untie. Pour eviter ce genre de 

laissd k I'apprtriation des bassade en Jonianie conserve declarations de I’ambasMdeor «ddsagremenu»x, le Ministere 

agences et des employeurs. D6s tous jes double des contrats et Rajaningam ne soDt-gtabe ras- de l’lnterieur impose que les 

ravaiUeurs Strangers*. En lots, ces bouts de papier en dis- impose un Certain nombre de surantes. ■ - travailleurs etrangers soiem lc»- 

, selon V article 3 du nou- era le mo ins possible sur les restrictions aux employees Au total, les domestiques ne g& c he Z leurs garams (dec ret 
code du travail de 1996, droits du personnel de maison : afin d’d^dter les abus (salaire peuvent confer qne sur le sens duplication de janvier 97 de 

Hofessions de I’agriculture pas de couverture sociale, pas. minimum ; de-300 dollars par’ de Thuraaiiit^ j de leurs em- laloi numero 24 de 1973) : un 

u personnel de maison en d’horaires de travail, pas de mois, un jour de congd par se- - plo yeurs- En fait-tout concourt bon moyen de surveiller les al- 

excloes. Or Philippins precision sur les congfe pay6s. maine, 48 benres maximum de - ^ r£dirire Ic pscodo-contrai de et venues du personnel et 

me Sri Lankais occupent k Toutes les possibiiites sont ou- travail par semaine et une assu- Javral k une relation cte. rnaitre d'empficher le developpemera 
de 90% des postes de do- vertes pour pennettre au patron- ranee maladie) et votre ambas- a esclave. pm sque la Iiterte de d'one quclconque vie priyee. 

iques. Autant dire que ces d’exploiter k merci son em- sadeur vient vous rendre visite 1 employe est entre iesimms de Les histone* de Sri Lankaises 

iladons vivent sur le terri- ployd, sans qu’il puisse de toute dans le centre de. detention celui qm l emploie.. D ou .aussi interdites de sorties depuis plu- 

.. . ._ . - sieurs mois ne manquent pas. 

’■ ' a v' ••• '••• Une prison 

• Plates excuses apresla rafiei. 

-- ‘ . J•.v. Cr :*• • gaux, meme s’lls cm des papi. 

Mercredl 30 septembre. DestpresquetninuiL. . armgte-<f«sque,mop0 ; f»^^ Lm en rdgle. Enfin demidre 

Des coups violents rtveiBem N." en sursaut Par chance, elk P« comme pa aox-bonuD^etany^ chaine. L les employes de mai- 

s’etait couchee route habDke. Elle ouvre laoorteoour dviter : arabe. Poor one; simple .admonsttatHTQ ;^le .TOrfe, de3' 1 v>-A J ; son nc peu vent quitter le pay> 


les travailleurs Strangers ». En 
effet, selon l'artick 3 du nou- 
vean code du travail de 1996, 
les professions de Tagriculture 
et du personnel de maison en 
sont excloes. Or Philippins 
comme Sri Lankais occupent k 
plus de 90% des postes de do- 
mesdques. Autant dire que ces 
popoladons vivent sur le terri- 


toire jordanien sans aucime pro¬ 
tection oo presque. D est tou- 
jours possible d'avoir recours k 
la justice, a condition de 
s’appuyex sur un contrat en 
bonne et due forme. 

D y a bien ces contrats 
d’embauche - signds entre’ 
1’employeur et T employ6 mais 
ils ont peu de valeur. Seule con- 
trainte : ils ne doivent pas 
conienir de clauses contraires 
au code au travail. Le reste est. 
laissd a 1’appreciation des 
agences et des employe urs. D6s 
lots, ces bouts de papier en dis¬ 
era le mo ins possible sur les 
droits du personnel de maison : 
pas de couverture sociale, pas 
d'horaires de travail, pas de 
precision sur les cong£s pay6s. 
Toutes les possibiiites sont ou- 
v cries pour pennettre au patron 
d'exploiter k merci son em¬ 
ploy^ sans qu’il puisse de toute 


fagon se dgfendre : les travail- 
leurs Grangers n’ont pas le 
cboit d’adh£rer£ des syndicais 
et la constitution d’assoriations 
est so ionise k I'accord du Mi- 
nist&re de Plntirieur, qui verrat 
mal un groupe de Sri Lankaises 
venir manifester leur. col&re. 
sous ses fen&rcs. 

Et les ambassades ? L&, en¬ 
core tout depend de. la national¬ 
ity. Vous Stes Philippm : vous 
Stes reernk par I'^ence offi-' 
cielle des Philippines, votre am¬ 
bassade en Jordanie conserve 
tous les doubles 'des contrats et’ 
impose .un certain nombre de 
restrictions anx employeurs 
afin d’^viter les abus .(salaire. 
minim um : de -300 dollars par 
mois, un jour de. coogd par se- 
maine, 48 heroes maximum de 
travail par semaine et une assu¬ 
rance maladie) et votre ambas- 
sadeur vient vous .rendre visite 
dans le centre de detention 


lorsque vous Stes vie time d'une 
: rafle (voir ci-dessous). 

Loger chez son patron 

Vous etes Sri Lankais, vous 
n'avez que yos. yeux pour 
pleurer. Au sein de la- commu- 
nautd sri lankaise, 1’ambassade 
-qui recommande-un minimum 
de 100 dollars par mois (pour 
concurredcer son Jiomologue 
-Philippine ?) est loin d'fitre con- 
sid6nk comme un refuge. Les 
declarations de F ambassade nr 
Rajaningam ne sont-gu^re ras- 
sufantes. • •... 

Au total, les domestiques ne 
peuvent compterque sur le sens 
de Thuraanik de leurs em¬ 
ployeurs. En fait -tout concourt 
S. r&hrire le- pseodo-contrai de 

travail k une relation de maitie 
. k esclave,- pmsque la liberty de 
Feniployy est entre les mains de 
celui qui Temploie. D’oh .aussi 


Des coups violenis r6veiBent N.'en sursaut Par chanceidk j»s c rxnme ^ an 
s'etait couchee toute habDl£e. EDe ouvre la porte, pour- dviter f mab d- Poor 
qu’rfle soit £racass6e : k peine le temps de po&senterses papi- Asiatiq^es fiaieaiL 
ers en regie et La pauvre Philippine est emharqu6e par la po- . Xa rafe^ de' la^; 
lice vers le commissariat de Zahran (prfes dn troiskme cercle) symbofe ^tyveuLs 
. puis transferee rapidetbent dans .utr bus. plein k craquer de Unc operadoit-ten 
gens comme elles, vers, le centre de-d&eiitidb de Djebel Hus- .- oistre de • Ffcfo 
sein. Des Asiatiques. (Philippins. et Sri Lankais essentieUe- ’ d’emploj^s arjrant 
meat), des femmes surtout -. -V ’ - ‘ . augment^dcTO^- 

ou plus. Qu’impqrte leur-ncmbre. Lais^s dans ^ 

rignorance, ils vora tous passes one nmtdL'attehie; pmi 

p^nible. Pas d’angoisse feelle, cepeodaiiL Us oot ' ’■pi 

pour une grande majority tons leurs papiers en or- 
dre (permis de residence, permis de travail): Ds se- 

rom to us ilberes et rendus a leurs employeurs, ve4 
nus les chercher au pent matin. *C'est toujpurs la. - 
mime routine administrative .. Que', ce soit des 

plaques d'mmameukawn de voituresentdesOner ^ .--mot 

humains, on les traite de la mfrne manitre*, iro- wWm 

nise I'un d'eux poor expliquer son parcours dp 
combattantafin de faire sortir soa employ6e. 

Quelques jours plus tard, le .gquvranexncnt a ^ 
bien pr6sent£ ses excuses pour les «£ventuels* 

mauvais traitements infliges aux •xrafI6s». r Mais if 1 ' • 

continue d'affimier sa volonfe de combanre le |• K-B 

chomage jordanien en s'atraqnant aux travailleurs 

immi gnfe. Bien entendo, oeox vis& n’ftai.ent pas . wH 

les plus armes pour se-dgfendre. Offcieilement,' 
les Sri Lankais et les Philippins sonr moias de 

5000 en Jordanie (chif&es de 1996), offidense- ^ ^ ^ 

ment prfes de 20,000. Rien k e8k des Egyptiens ^5 fgntrededeteniwn dcMp 
qui repfesemem 85% de la" main d’oftrvre' etrehumcan esFce tpi’iLy 


-Trftre arabe. Poor one; simple jkmansttatitTOjde, waco, 

Asiatiques daient 

La rafle de la seraaiiwr derfli&jrjg riniSc’^his~ dfe jg’n 

symbofc ei’veiif signifiet la fenncte’du cabin etTarawht ^r?Fn'f 
Une opdration-tenetir quLartraatv 
mstre de Flnfoniianop ^ 

d'eraploy£s ayarrt -cbeiiri»6- >^nteiser*ateatjte^ei^ , 






mm 


tain esfee qu'iLy tLdeplnsprdcieuX3K ;^^\.%^^:^^.. mai 


' chaine L les employes de mai- 
son ne peuvent quitter le pay> 
• sans une \ettre de liberation si- 
fi gn^e de leur cmployeur. 

-‘ Dans la pratique, heureuse- 
ment".ces hommes et ces 
femmes^ avec -Taide d’une ad- 
• -mimstraiioa qui alongtemps fer- 
'gw- fn6 fes yepx. paiyiennent icon- 

tkpen dance. vail I enl 

B jko m 1>nt j‘ leurv^^^^Iqge- 

ranitsl-;fls peuycnt aldre se con- 
saner iune y$t itabfe vie de fa- 
jfS... imlle.Xbtqi.'sans grind espofr 
£Sg~ de prornqtiqn. soqiale. - Le cher- 
^ • -iietir: -exptiqqe en efifet 

yrjgot?. d’une %ait les travail lews 
^ Qe peuVent prSendre a 

naamdisatibn _ et que d’autre 
vpaRL ctepuis un rkcret de 1995. 

. .'de npmbreuses professions a 
' Tqrte yaleur sxiale ('akdecins, 
Tng6meirrs, enseignants...) leur 
' soot iimdites: •Imaginons une 
Stile de Sri Lankaise qui par- 
vient d faire des dtudes poussdes 
gfft; ki EUe a peu de chance de de- 
venir autre chose qu'une domes- 
■ - tii que*. Le sdjnur dans la prison 

:s.-» ^Jordanie* s’adoucit parfois 
rf > »' mais <tela reste une prison. ■ 


Samaa Abu Sharar 


Roulette russe pour les Sri Lankais 


C’est exactement 

comme une loierie. Vous tire? 
un numero et c'est soil le bon. 
soil le mauiais. Pour ces Sri 
Lankaises. qui viennem de tres 
loin sans savoir ou dies vont 
arriver. c’est soit le bon patron, 
soil le mauvais. Tout depend de 
1 'employeur qu'dles auronu et 
de rien d'autre. 

La erande mujorite arrive 
dans un pays et ranger dont dies 
ignorent ia langue et la culture 
en laissant derriere dies leurs 
enfants. dont dies espcrcnt 
amcliorer le niveau de vie. Les 
une.s sont placees dans des fa¬ 
milies qui les traitenl comme 

des etres humains. les autres se 

reimuvent utilissrcs comme es¬ 
claves. 

Pour la piupart d‘entre dies. 
Ic travail commence entre cinq 
ct six heures du matin, pour 
s'achever entre huic ct onze 
heures du soir. A la fin de la 
joumee. generalement longue et 
epuisante. dies n'ont souvent 
meme pas I'intimitc d'une 


chambre ou dies peuvent etre 
seules et tranquilles pendant la 
nuit. De plus, rare* sont celles 
qui n’ont ne serail-ce qu'un 
seul jour de conge, ou meme 
peuvent communiquer avec 
i’exterieur. Elles mangem ce 
qu'on leur donne et doivent 
parfois .se contenter des restes. 

Au centre de detention de 
Djebel Hussein, dans une petite 
chambre choisie par la police - 
sans doute pour eviter Fhorreur 
d'une cellule - nous rencon- 
trons irois Sri Lankaises ame- 
nees par unc femme policier. 
Toutes trois. le visage triste. 
fatigue mais toujours sou riant, 
sont Jetenues depuis au moins 

deux semaincs. Ronine fail ia 
traduction pour ses deux amis, 
Disna et Anoma qui parlent 
peu I'arabe et presque pas 
Fanglais. Ronine. qui accom- 
pagnait son man. a travaiik 
pendant un an dans une famiile 
de dix personnel a Amman. 
Suite ii un problems juridique 
(son mari n'avait plus de per- 



Rortine, Disna et Anoma etaient deja dans le centre de de¬ 
tention avant la rafle de la semaine demiere. Trots his- 
toires t trois victimnes. 


mis de travail), ils ora tous les 
deux et£ incarcerds. Ses em¬ 
ployeurs. pour ne pas avoir a 
faire avec ia police, ne veuient 
pas I’aider. Quant a 
I'Ambassade du Sri Lanka, pas 
de reaction. Ronine n’a pas vu 
son mart depuis le premier jour 
de leur detention, et ni elle ni la 
police ne semblent connaltre la 
date de leur liberation. 

Disna, quant a elle, etait em- 
bauchce par une famiile Jorda¬ 
nie nne en Arabic Saoudite qui 
Fa envoyee a Amman travailler 
chez le fils de la famiile. Pen¬ 
dant les trois mois en Arabie 
Saoudite, puis I'annee en Jorda¬ 
nie. la famiile a refuse de payer 
Disna. 

Frappees 

Un jour, elle se retrouve 
seule. et s’enfuit de la maison 
sans argent ni passeport. Une 
femme jordanienne I’accueille, 
et lui promet des papiers, de 
Fargent et un billet d'avion 
pour rentier chez elle aprfcs 
deux ans dc travail. Huit mois 
plus tard. Disna apprend que sa 
mere est maJade au Sri Lanka. 
Tout naturellement elle veur 
partir la rejoindre. Sa nouvelk 
patronne refuse, el Femmine 
directement en prison, apres 
avoir reglf une amende de 240 
dinars (un JD par jour de non 
possession du permis de tra¬ 
vail). Une manifere expgditive 
de se dc harms ser d’une em¬ 
ployee devenue genante. 

Anoma, elle, a iravaille dans 
une famiile de sept personnes 
pendant deux ans. La Tamille a 
cboisi de ne lui trouver ni per¬ 
mits de travail, ni permis de re¬ 
sidence, pr&endam qu’elle 


n’avait pas I'argent pour la met- 
tre en regie. Pendant ces deux 
ann£es. Anoma a ete frappde 
par la mere de famiile qui ne lui 
donnait que trfts peu a manger. 
Anoma s’enfuit. peasant que 
I'Ambassade du Sri Lanka va 
F aider k r6cup6rer ses salaires 
impayfa. EUe sera directement 
envoyee au commissariat. 

Dans un be! appartement de 
Djebel Weibdeh loin de Ia pres- 
sion du centre de detention. Aria 
qui vient rendre visite a sa co¬ 
pine Perera £voque sa situation 
avec timidity. «-/7 v a presque 
sept ans que je suis avec ma pa¬ 
tronne et elle me traite comme 
si j'ilais sa fiile et m’accorde 
tous mes droits », dit Aria en 
sourianL Une grande chambre, 
trois repas par jour et on jour de 
cong£ chaque semaine. Le bon- 
heur. MalbeureusemenL les ex¬ 
periences cTAria ne fiuent pas 
toujouis si nSussies. Quand elle 
est arrivee en Jordanie, il y a 15 
ans. elle fut plac£e dans une fa¬ 
mine qui ia oaitait mal. Pendant 
hint mois la m&re de famiile la 
firappaii et ne lui donnait qu'un 
seul repas par jour. le soir. *Je 
me rivetilais chaque jour erure 
cinq et six heures du matin et je 
tmvaillais jusqu'a onze heures 
et demi sans arret Parfois je de- 
^ois me reveille r pendant la nuit 
pour calmer le bebd avec qui je 
dormais *, se sou view Aria. 

Dans le qwutier chic de Deir 
Ghbar. au soas-sol du batiment 
de Ffcoie Frangaise. Winee et 
sa femme Swamnlatha accom- 
pagnes de lews amis Tyrone et 
de sa femme Romani nous 
regoivent dans leur petit mais 
chaleureux appanemem, Winee 
travaille k I'Ecole et sa femme 
fait le mirage chez le dhecteur. 


Winee -a; commence a tra- 
vaiHer pour l'Ecole il y a dix 
ans et il gagne aujourd'hui 350 
dinars : beaucoup plus que la 
majority des ses corapatriotes. 
Swamaiatha, elle, travaille k 
mi-temps et rentre chaque jour 
chez elle s’occuper de son foy¬ 
er. Tyrone est employe a 
F Ambassade de la 'Malaisie' 
comme gardien et sa femme 
qui est amv£e du.Sri.Lanka fl y 
a quatre mois, a et£ embauch£ 



«Ma patronne me traite comme sij f itais sa fiile*. Aria (it 
gauche).- 


murawnt . la majonte de k , 0 „ „ conUm b A 
commuoautd sn lankaise de yemhousuume Wine., on m- 


vaille. on gagne bien noire vie. 
on a droit a unc vie privee». ■ 


S. A. S. 


pas un 


Ail conrs -d’na'entreuen ' acconj£ .att 
Jowdainv M. . wnhassarkarr du 

Sri Lanka en Jordanie..livre ses; 
ryactions face anx mauvais traite-- 
- ments^Infhg£s k ceit ames ttfg.ses ' ~t 
. compatriotes. Un verbatmi acca f 
Want - . J-.V-' 

^Lorsqu’une filfe ^viera v^ ] 

1 'ambassade exposer- im probl^me. •-.] 
nous era^isnons sa plainw- ft. 

Tenvoyons ‘ —' bareau : - de: 
Fimmigration qui peut j po s n t fe; 
des ntesures.- - ■ i.‘: 

L’ambassade nepeut rien feire-’ 
except^ en registrar ladiposition^ 
de la jeune femme, car nouS n’avpqs ancim 
pouvoir. Les deux sods cas .dans,-JeSquels 
nous pouvons renyoyer la per^Hme^rai Sri 
Lanka, sont les cas'de maladie dude d6c^S '\ 

L' ambassade n'est pas un’ hStel oo tm 
hdpitaL alors potoqnolces fetuDXS devote 
dies venir id ?_1 --. 

Ce que diseat ces femmes n.‘est pas-tou-. 
jours la vyrife, il y a en g£o6iaI deux ver- 


!: visions des fails.... ••• -. 

’■<sommes d’argent 
•^f 1 .PMnaipn^tptrt ausst. bieri-gagner lk 
- - bffi. mais ces femmes viennent ici 
savoir ce qur se passe dans les 
auliiM pays-Aussi, ferequlelles arri- 


_ '77, - - auiunsa... 

. .Eues doivent rdaliser qu’eltes 
;.vienneM ici en tourism,-Mais eQes 
viennent pom- travailler, alors si 
employettr ne leur conviera: 
.pa^ eDes n om qu a en changer 
, . :Si vouspouvez traveller en 
draue, vous peuvez travailler oar- 
toil aiDeurs dans le monde. Car le 

travail est phis dur ici er le* 
ptas ewgeants... “ et les gens 

if ^ «> Jordanie, U v a 
oenx rais^ il y avait entre 40 et 50 

.. aneoddem a J’amba^fe^ 5 

jowdliui .1 n’y^en a plus car nousaWLS 

v COTa ^* Ufevenir y a de moins en 

' • moms de fnyardes ■ 
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.ds ISa. potin, £jg 


gfti }*onC prise 


poflctVjSDdoitmX\^me stick d^kim 
sensvieiffi devansau?p©fittaue. Un *; xfzwi g«*«r, mate auss a tareir 

njgnf; i'SSS?* J 3 3 Pd»c?tte 6offloe~r-te eoavem^ ; ^■ frai^bglfcre. rpvBfeyr C&'gliggcmcni s&narfkpe csuffi 
* - ^ s’cnracxhc draRte.- .iTmflence de fafanigft pofir, pott,polilesse. qui dent 


et brillant ct cfcBe. encore ab- 

ambivaleace en- 




C’est la vie 


L'agenda frangais d' Amman 


Cinema 

Cyde Les annfees SO. 

Coup de foudre, film de Diane Kurys (1982j, couleur, sous-litre en 
arabe. avec Miou-Miou ct Isabelle HupperL A Lyon, en 1952, deux 
femmes qui s’ennuient auprfes de leur man, se Ucm d’amiite. Stan¬ 
ces au Centre culture! fran^ais le lumB 12 octobre k 18b30 et 
20H30. 


Exposition 


Les sculptures filiformes de l’anisie jordanienne Lamia Jamal sunt’ 
au CCF jusqu'au 26 octobre. 


Minoritis 


Fin de voyage pour les gitans 


b 


Loin de la periode doree des annees trente chantee par le poete Arare , 
la communaute gitane se debat dans une societe oil elle se sent marginalisee . 
Rencontres avec les gens du voyage dans leurs tentes et dans leurs maisons. 


DlSOUSCS de bonne aveor- 
ture et feux de joie. Dans les 
annfies 30, les gens du voyage 
reprtisentaiem I’exotisme, une 
source d’&Etraction poor £a so- 
ci&S environnante. T C*est en 
tout cas J’hnage qa’avoulu 
nous transmetue le poftte jer-" 
danien Arare (alias Mustafa 
Wahbi Al-Tal). Dans ses 6cdts, 
il se.souvient de son bonheur 
en entendant les claquements 
de sabots de.. leurs chevanx et 
de leurs Sues, les 6clats de 
leurs disputes ou Jes-tambou- 
rinages qui annoncenr les acro- 
baties et les danseuses eh cos¬ 
tume : “Quand nous itions 
enfants nous attendions impa- ■ 
tiemment les jours de fits et 
nous applaudusions joyeuse- 
meru lorsque nous entendiohs 
porter d'une noce prochaihe 
car seules de telles occasions 
attiraient les Tziganes dans no- . 
tre paisible village». 'Arare n*a 
done cessi de leur rendrehom- 
raage, jusqu’k baigner les 
souvenirs, d’enfance dc son. fils ■. 
M re wed. Celui-d se souvient 
encore des visites & lamaison 
de Haber, le chef des Gitans et 


des valeurs gitanes que son 
. pire essayait-de liriensdgner: 
respect etiKmnfitetS: :. 

Soixante ans. apifes, que ; 
reste-t-3-de cette pfijode donSe 
d^peinte .jpar le poSte - ? Pas ' 
grand chose. *Toiit leibonheur 
est parti- a avec - les\ cdfcitres», ' 
s'apitoie Wiazr^A^d: Cet 
bermme de 43 ans-vic.'avec toute 
sa femille au fbbd-d 7 nh vallon 
du E^ebel A)-Ha$mi 3. quelques 
kilomfttres des paJais royamt 
Leur tente n’est qu’ua assem¬ 
blage artisanal de sacs de jute ' 
rapitfeds et cousus entre emL 
Sj» ; 150 JD par mois gagnds k . 
la municipality d'Aminan ne led 
shffisent.pas k env&ger la ajn^ 
strnctioH d’une maison at dor.. - 
Contrairement k ses jfi^res qui; 

: ont r£iissi k s’instalkr surle^ter¬ 
rain ^achet^ par .leur pftre dans 
les ann£es 60, Rbaa et sa fa¬ 
mine sent toujonrs sous la men-.' 
ace (Fimedescente depobcc in- 
opinde. Les fbrces.de Tordre , 
n’h6sitent pas k les dfloger ou 
m&D& . k - leur oonfisauer 'les 
tentes. Trap proebes des mai- 
sons, crop g&nantespourles cit- 
adms. Cet hiver, fls deyront de 


toute fa^on changer d'endroiL 
Avec les pluies, le terrain meu- 
’ ble va deveair une vraie patan- 
; geoire. R£sultat de ces d£place- 
inents intempesdfs : les enfants 
nC peovent 6tre fixds dans one 
&oIe et restent le plus souvent 
au foyer k aider les parents. 

LTiomme regrette le temps 
b£ni des grandes fetes, ctes 
danses et des joueurs de raba- 
ba: «/Z y avoir du travail, on 
pouvait habtier n'imports oU, 
on. avals des moutons*. Lears 
trdbpeaiix sont aujourd’hui 
veodus depuis longtenq^s. Les 
gitans se contentent de vendrc 
du pain rassis pour les bfites 
desbddooins. 


L’espoir de faire 
oubtier leur statut ■ 

'Quelques mitres plus loin, 
c’est. Ie inSme ddnuement Ja- 
. m3 et Alla babitent depuis on 
an avec leurs 14 enfants dans 
cer autre terrain vague. Le chef 
de femflJe aiguise des poig- 
nands devaDt un rtchaud qui lui 
sett de feu, sa femme, anx'on- 
gles vemis comme des rub is, 
aDaite son denuer-ue en fumant 


une cigarette roulde. Meme 
saleti, ro&ne impudear, raemes 
disillusions. *de me considers 
comme n ’imports quel Jordani- 
en, ‘ je ne demande qu'a 
m'installer, dduquer mes en - 
fonts et faire manger ma fa¬ 
mine», affirme J amil . La situa¬ 
tion de cette faxnille qui 
revendiqae des racines dans la 
grande tribn Bani Mount (voir 
encadrb) est tfautant plus d6- 
sespdrante que le p&re vient 
d’Stre vinS par la Mairie 
d' Amman, accus6 d'avoir void. 
L'espoir de faire oublier leur 
statut de gitan s’dloigne tou- 
jouns un peu plus. 

Un espoir qu’ils partagent 
avec ceux qui *om r£ussi». 
Pour Fathi Moussa. chef de tri- 
bu, (voir encadrf), c’est ceux-Ii 
qu*3 faut mettre en valeur, 
parce que selon lui, ils re fli: tern 
vraiment la idalitd gitane en 
Joidanie, «Les Tziganes qui vi- 
venl dans des femes ne repri- 
sentent que 10 d 20% du lotah*, 
affirme-t-3. Le gitan type serait 
propridtaire et avec un haul ni¬ 
veau d'dcudes. «Les nawars 
d’aujourd’hui n'oni rien d voir 
avec ceux d’hien*, ctmfirme 


Amira. une cousine de Fathi. 
Elle vjt dans un bel apparte- 
ment pres de Kwesmeh (au 
nord-est d'Amman) avec ses 
enfants. Ce soir-Ii. ils sont tous 
rassemblds amour de Tune des 
lilies qui vient d’dpouser un 
Saoudien et choisit le papier 
peint de leur future chambrc a 
coucber. Ses cousines. dans un 
autre appartement flam ham 
neuf, regardent le satellite. 
Bouches outrageusemenl ma- 
quilldes en cceur. elles se van- 
tent, d’avoir de la famille aux 
Elats-Unis. pays de la (bonne) 
fortune par excellence. 



Disparition 
en Tan 2000? 

Depuis les anndes 70. de 
nombreux gitans sont partis 
dans les pays du GoLfe ramas- 
ser les fruits du bourn petrolier. 
Les affaires ont bien marchd 
raais 1'image romantique des 
tzigaues au coin du feu en a 
pris un coup. «£n Van 2000, il 
n ’y aura plus de nawars en Jor- 
danie■», affirme Husni sans 
dtats cTSme. Ce jeune adoles¬ 
cent qui passe cette amide son 


Jamil et Alia et leurs enfants vivent depuis un an sur un terrain vague de Djebel Al - 
Hasmi 


tawjihi reve d’Amdrique et de 
rejoindre son frere, geram de 
restaurants Kentucky. 

Si l’anachement h 1’identitd 
gitane reste forte, les traditions 
sont ramendes i un folklore 
exotique. Les nouvelles gdndra- 
tions, en tout cas dans les cou- 
chees aisdes. ne parlent plus 
cette xlangue des oiseaux» qui a 
nourri tous les fantasmes et les 
mdfiances. 

Au total, depuis uente ans, le 


fossd n’a cessd de s'agrandir 
entre les gens des tentes et les 
gens des maisons. Dans un rd- 
flexe d'autoddfensc. ces der- 
nieis en viennent mdme a renier 
leurs cousins des terrains 
vagues qui disent pourtaot avoir 
des origines communes. Pour 
Fathi Moussa, les gitans des 
tentes venus de Turquie ou 
d’lrak, se sont installds depuis 
peu et vdhiculent une mauvaise 
image de la communautd dans 


la population jordanienne. Une 
reputation d’oisivetd et de vul- 
garitd dom les gitans, n’oni pas 
rdussi a se ddfaire malgre la 
rdussite sociaie. Husni avoue : 
•Jetais le premier de md 
classe. Mdlgrt? cela, mes camd- 
rades ne pouvaieni admetlre 
que j'&ais comme et que les 
traditions tziganes faisaient 
partie du pass&-M 


Arine Mango I 




siege a la Chambre 


Vest spdcialisd dans la musique 
iladmdidenuiCaire. 

-'J.La femille' Mous» (un fibre avocac. 


Jbad 

bnfctemps. Spit ■■■: iBi aufie chirmgieu. un troisidme dans la 
'idVanqsendam'l^ radio nauonale)^.ainsi acquis une rdpu- 
^«^^®|^^ i ^^.ra^a^ffi^nte t |pour.tenir conseiL On 

c^avaMV^VviejitTe voir^xMirrdgier les querelles. ; ' 
Tayftnea>ent'-de l’jsfc^V_XIn -ffit ifc: ;AujounTbin.-i44 ans, ce pfere de huit 


Des tentes aux maisons, 3 en profile 
pour glisser un mot sur ses ambitions 
politiques : “Certains m'ont demand& de 
les reprCsenier au Parlement», assure-t- 
U. Des encouragements bien venus : en 


effet, Fathi _nr se satisfait pas d'etre le 
chef officidrdes ; iBani ’ Mourn. .ciroit.' 


/hiiqdRJamOTjef'^qne Jfcffii 


enfents qui vie & Sh’elicyeh prds de 
■-.WeihdaLrdve de devenir le 81 feme dfepu-. 
=> ^tf ; de la Chambre et le premier «vrai» 
tejirtscn lanl 'de la. ininoritd gitane. Dans 
‘' les .ahiafies 30, sen oncle avail bien €x£ 
^--- •r'Cdfeighd par le'roi Abdallah comme chef 
ofr- scLix^entFattlt«c» ef-v detribamais c’dtaii I k da vantage un dtre 


ve; ^Eathr nTi&ite.pas Creisettre , bonorifiejue. 
&bfeaa#jrhKes rcsbe^^aifi^que * ' I4 'cqns6 


La ^consfecration parlementaire n’est 


Dans cette famille gitane, s&jertiarisde etats£e>les enfants 
sont nourris au images sateWtes. 


.uNe':*r des '«aiawars)* air le temtoire jordanien 
■ ct d’ftiblir un. fetat de Deux de cette po- 
■.z potation (travniL hiveau de vie et 
i^lbora; pF^ . -- d’6 gitans sont tres 

‘-Son pbre-. coopfiraifs*, assure-t-3. Afin de 
f muHcieijs -n’jwblief personne, il demande i chaque 

_ _ _ _vde-sonra-:.. .fbis s’ils ne connaissent pas d’autnes 

ii. cn fcrfenie Deux oh sont -rogoupds des tziganes. 


pouvoir mieux servir sa communautd 
dans rhbmicycle et faire entendre la voix 
d’une minoritl negligee par la socitftd et 
par les autoritfes. 

Fathi Moussa veut changer 1‘image 
que les Jordaniens ont des nawars : *Je 
veux qu'on nous consid&re comme 
n'importe quelle autre communaute re- 
spectee id Je veux que le mot «nawar» 
n'evoque plus une insuhe mats la morali¬ 
ty la ginirositi et loutes ces autres va¬ 
leurs bidouines qui existent chez nous*. 

Pour I’instant, 1'enqueteur estune 
avoir recensd entre 30.000 et 40.000 gi¬ 
tans. 0 espfere qne ceux en fige de voter 
seront assez nombreux, afin de rddamer, 
chiffies k 1’appui, un sifege ou deux darts 
la Chamlxe au mfeme title que les mino- 
ritfes dreassienne ou bbdcHiine M 



A.M. 


HaberJut officiellement disigneparle roi Abdallah 
comme chef de la communautd gitane 






Le Gomte de Monte-Cristo, 
un 



Le Comte de Monte-Cristo, un roman 
d’Alexandre Dumas, pubfi^ pour la pre¬ 
miere Tols en 1844, 

Enprgt 

au Centre culture! fran^ais. 


Qlli est ce riche granger, au passfe 

mysttirieux, vena s’installer a Paris ?Per- 

sonne ne sait Mats tous 

1 ’approchem sont firappds 

Flmh-backen 1815 : Edmoudl^ntfes.m^ 

rin. accusd k tort de bonaparttsme k l aube 

de le Restaeraiion, est « 

jour meme de ses noces. Pendant 14 ans^d 

croupit dans un cal-tte-basse-fbss^^_Sa 

See : 3 partage sa geble 

Faria. Dantfes lui confie ses pdnpcCes st 

son bonbem bris£ par trois anm^wx^U 

cunS lui Offie alors sa culture 

son utisor. Le marrn saura en profiler apres 
avoir nSussi i s’&happer dc 
—w X raide d’un vied ami, Dantes de- 
JSm le Comte de Monte-OisW, 

Sr une vengeance plus impitoyable que 

la AM^Se en 1844. le roman est bus- 
a sa „n_r L’auteur en tira 

J®*. ** .^^nifece de thbfitre & succfes et 

d vi.SrhilfSiaS la popularity du roman 
Mjourdhmo^^ F m 

acmellement M JTroca- 

SS-SSSI52 

me. les ^f™fo^ OB0 eal k awvciUe: et 
dreDvmzs pirefow® a OTVOT lcs 

sculptent un aytePW invraisemblances. 
sidles.Qu’impoiantlcs^g^ ou ^ 

l '-k - ^ 

gStFi '“ K " ^ 

d’aisanceetde niOT^^ 1 ^ voU i eo- 



Girard Depardieu income un 
fougueiix Comte de Monte-Cristo 


Pargent-roi est' coodanmy. Dapglais, Tim 

des trois traltres, devenb banquier mesquin 
& plan temps,' est au cceur de la critique: 
Pour peu, on en oublierait que Monte- 
Cristo est lui aiusi un nouveau riche: Oui 

raais, lui au moins. 3 est gentil. boonfite, 
’ fort et fl defend F opprimf. Alois on se 
laisse Avoir •: 1’argent et ses. abas capite- 
Iistes cononyeot tout, sbnf le bean Cmnte 
de Monte-Cnsm qui a bien raison d'utiliser 
soihtr&or pour^e venger, rfcompenser et 
punir. Qui o’a pag;ifiv£ de gagner un jour 
ad Ickd et dc profitcr du pactole poor r&gler 
ses complies avec tous les impoituns ? Pas 
tr£s moral tout cela. Mais un petit fantasme 
de- temps en temps, cela ne peui pas faire 
die' maL Let Comte tfe Monte-Cristo, k con- 
seiller k tous ceux qui broient da rtok- 


Bayan Salman 


Portrait 


Faudel, play-boy de la musique ra'i 

Les adolescentes sontfolles de lui . A 20 ans , cette gueule d’amour d’origine 
algerienne popularise la musique arabe en France . 


En 1996, sur la sefene du 

printemps de Bouiges un jeune 
ganjon du Val-Fourrt dent avec 
excitation son rang de jeune es¬ 
poir des banlieues quand Q 
tombe comme une pierre dans 
le " public en. chantant 
«Tellement je t’airne». Les 
jeunes Giles du premier rang ne 
lui laissent pas le temps de 
souffler. En une fraction de sec¬ 
onds, elles sont sur lui, le pres- 
sent h r&ouffer et lui anachcnt 
sa chemise. «J'£xais KO, je 
n’arrivais pas & reprendre mes 
espriis. Je pouvais d peine 
chanter, je ne comprenais rien 
d ce’ qui m'arrivait», avoue ce 
jeune ganjon aomxah Faudel. 


il v avait toujours du rai d la 
maison, Ma mire achetait des 
cassettes au march* et les 
{couloir en faisant la cuisine*. 
Avec sa grand-mfere. chanteuse 
traditioonelle au «bled>« pres 
d'Onm, il apprend la musique 
en vacanoes. k r occasion des 
manages. A 12 ans, il a son 
groupe, les Voiles du rai, et 
monopolise I’avani-scfeue. 11 
n’a encore qu’un filet de voix, 
mais sur les planches comme a 
la ville, c’est une veritable pile 
yiectrique. *11 ne me Itichait 
pas, dit Mohamed Mes tar, gw- 
tariste-dducateur qui est devenu 


son manager. 11 faisait le sidge 
de man bureau pour que je 
Vdcoute. (fa a dure deux ans. 
Mon ptre et le sien iravaillai- 
ent ensemble chez Renault, j’ai 
fini par ctder et par accepter 
de m'occuper de lui. El e’est 
moi qui ne Vai plus Idchi. Je 
lui ai demand* de se plier A 
une discipline quasi miliiaire. 
11 n’a pas eu d'adolescence 
FaudeL Comme un sportif*. 
Quand ils fevoqueni leur travail 
commun, I’artiste et son mentor 
disent la meme chose : «On a 
fait FaudeL » A les entendre 
e’est un genre de mission. «Un 


projet politique, dit Mohamed 
Mestar. (...) je voulais reussir 
quel que chose d"important, 
mener une action qui prendrail 
valeur de symbols et servirait 
de r*f*rcnce pour tous ies 
momes qui toumaient en rond 
dans les quartiers*. 


Rapides 
premiers succes 

Avec les premiere succfes - 
rapides -. viennent les pre¬ 
mieres critiques. Certains pro- 
ducteurs et amateurs du raj' 
avancent qu'il n’a pas ritoffe. 
qu’il est tout juste ^mignon». 


«Je serai 
une star dn rai» 

3 sigoe dans la foulfe, k 18 
ans, un contrat avec une multi- 
nationale du disque pour deven¬ 
ir, en moms de oeux ans, la pre- 
mifere vedetter beur (expression 
dfoignant un jeune Frangais 
d’origtne maghrfebinej dans la 
skga du tali uEnfant, il disait: 
«Je serai une star du ra£» et il 
savait od il allait, raconte 
Racbid son cousin des citdes de 
Mantes-la-Jolie. Les piles se 
battmem d*jh pour lui. (fa n’a 
jamais cessi et c'itaii impres- 
sionnam, elles se griffiaent, se 
cognaient, s'arrachaient les 
cheveiui.:». AujounFbui elles 
envoient par- la poste billets 
doux et petites culottes. 

Le charisme conqudnmi .de 
son' idole, Oteb Hasni, et ses 
m£lop6es k 1’ean de rose Font 
toujours guidd. 11 les a ddcou- 
veits aupr^s de. sa m&re. 
“Quand je renxnus de V*cole, 


«Je nc til is pus 
le nimadan. 
Mes purenls 
foul la gueule 
mais. e’est 


comme i;a». 
Faudel. 




un peu (entire pour cohabiter 
avec les ifinors du genre.; 
‘d'avance, dit-iL el ceux qui. 
pretendeni que je suis un boys" 
band a moi lout seul n 'ont qu'ii 
venir me voir sur scene*. Dans 
sa citee il est parfois considfen? 
comme uu (Stranger. quelqu'Uft 
de different, Jes gens disen; 
qu’il a ebangfe. Faudel croit ditf 
comme fer au message positif 
vd'espoir et d'integrationi. 
qu’il vdhicule. 11 se declares 
* Francois d’origine alge¬ 

rienne*. croyam raais pas pralin 
quanL «Je ne fais pas tc rama- 
dan. Mes parents font la gueule 
mais, c 'est comme f a». h 

Sur J’Algyrie il reste discret:: 
-Je comprends a peine ce qui 
se passe. Moi je veux apprend W 
a parier de cc que nous Vrvoru 
ici». La politique ne le pas- 
sionne pas. Son programme 
musical. Faudel veut reuvre^ 
pour que le rai devienne unp 


musique univereelle -comme te 
reggae ». v 

Ses fie res dfejii avancent sUr 
ses traces. Et dans les banlieuels 
son succbs fait des £mulcs : oo 
ouvre des aieliers. des groupes 
se moment darts tous les quartf- 
ers. Le 24 septembre dernier, 
Faudel panageait la sefene de 
Bercy avec les deux chanteure 
de rai' d’origine algerienne; 
Cheb Khaled, *le Bob Mariey 
du raT», et Rachid Taha (auteur 
du tube Ya rayah) pour un con¬ 
cert intitule «Un, deux, trois sor 
leils». Trois soleils, trois tenon, 
d’une musique rai' de plus en 
plus populaire en France M 


D’aprfes Lib£ratiozi 
et Tfelferama 
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New Iraqi coach for the 
volleyball team 

■ Ammon iThe Star)—A mar 
Jabor. the current coach of the 
Iraqi Volleyball team, will 
arrive in Amman on 24 Octo¬ 
ber to begin a new contract to 
coach the Jordanian Volleyball 
team. The Jordanian team 
failed to make a good impres¬ 
sion during the recent Arab 
Championship held in Bahrain. 
The lost all their matches. Jaber 
has been the head coach of the 
Iraqi team for the past few 
years, whilst Jordan's last 
coach, a Cuban, was sacked 
because of poor results and a 
lack of senior team experience. 

Taekwando teams heads 
for Turkey: 

■ Amman (The Star)— 
Jordan's Men and Women 
Taekwando teams will leave 
tomorrow (Friday) for Turkey. 
A training camp will be held in 
Ankara, to prepare for the next 
Asian Games in Bangkok. The 
Jordanian members will be 
training against the Turkey 
Taekwando team, as well as the 
Chinese team, which is cur- 


The Jordanian Handball team 



The muscle mountain, Mustafa Hasanin. 


rentiy training in Turkey at the 
moment as well. The Jordan 
team plan to hold another train¬ 
ing camp in Taiwan, from 18th 
November to the 3rd 
December. 

Body Building in the next 
Pan Arab Games 

■ Beirut (The 
Star)—The Arab 
Body Building 
Federation 
thanked Jordan 
for including 
Body Building 
in the next Pan 
Arab Games 
competition 
schedule. 

The Arab Fed¬ 
eration urged all 
Arab countries 
i to participate in 
j the competition, 
and to send their 
best contenders. 


Jordan’s Mus¬ 
tafa Hasanin will 
be our best hope 
of a gold medal 
in the next Pan 
Arab Gaines. He 
won the recent 
Asian Champi¬ 
onships. and this 
week, he added 
the Arab and 
Middle East title 
following a com¬ 
petition in 
Ismaeliah. 
Egypt. 



Groom and horse at the Arabian Arab Horse Festival, which was held under the patron¬ 
age of HRH Princess Alia bint Al Hussein 


Kafrsoum 
players salut¬ 
ing their fans 
after winning 
the Jorda¬ 
nian Shield. 
They beat At 
Hussein of 
Irbid twice. 



Green hawks soar 

the final of Arab Si 


in 



Disappointing 9th place 

for Jordan's Handball 
team 

■ The Jordanian Mens Hand¬ 
ball team returned from the first 
Arab Handball Cup in Bahrain 
last week, out of 11 countries 
participating, Jordan came a 
disappointing 9th place. 

Jordan lost against Egypt, 
Syria. Bahrain and Morocco. 
The only match that Jordan 
won was against Lebanon, in 
the qualifying rounds. What 
was evident throughout the 
tournament was the lack of 
handball skills from the Jorda¬ 
nian players. The Iraqi coach. 
Thafer Al Saheb, will need to 
choose some new players in 
order to strengthen the squad. 
He will also need to work on 
the level of commitment and 
enthusiasm from the majority 
of the players. 

Jordanian Boxers head for 
Syria 

■ Jordan's Boxing team will 
hold a training camp in Syria 
next week, under the supervi¬ 
sion of the Iraqi coach, Maitha 
Aamer. Jordan is preparing to 
participate in the next Arab 
Boxing Championship in Tuni¬ 
sia, starting 31 October. 

Among the Jordanian team 
expected to excel in the cham¬ 
pionship, are of Mohammed 
Abu Khadejah and Ayman AJ 
Nadi, both current Arab 
Champions. 


By Abdul Hamid Addasi 

Special to Hie Star 

THE GREEN Hawks of Saudi Arabia 
were dominant at the Khalifah Stadium 
last week, clinching their first Arab 
Cup title. 

Obeid Al Dos sari captured the Saudi 
fans attention by rattling the Qatari net 
with three goals. His goals secured the 
7th Arab Cup for Saudi Arabia, and the 
Top Scorer trophy for himself. 

In the first half, the Saudi team 
stormed the Qatari defense, with a 
never-ending series of strikes on goal. 
The attacks began in the very first min¬ 
ute. with a threatening comer shot. 
This was soon followed by a long¬ 
distance shot by Youef Al Thenian, 
and then a header from Abdullah 
Suleman. 

Despite there being no goals during 
the first 20 minutes, the Saudis scat¬ 
tered the Qatari defense so much, that 
the outcome was inevitable. 

It did not take long for the dam to 
burst; a mistake by the Qatari defender 
Ahmad Adam gave the Saudi striker 
Obeid Al Dossari the chance to put his 
team 1-0 up. It was Obeid's sixth goal 
in the tournament. 

To their credit, the Qataris never 
stopped searching for the equalizer, 
and both Mubarak Mustafa and Adel 
Khamis came close with strikes. How¬ 
ever, the Qatari passing was slow and 
weak, enabling the Saudis to cut them 
out easily. 

In the second half, Qatar changed 
their style by speeding up their attacks: 
Mahmoud Al Soufi sent a strong shot 
which flew only a yard wide from (he 
Saudi goal. 

Yet, once again, it was Obeid Al 
Dossari who exploited another Qatari 
defensive error, when he scored his 
second goal, taking him top of the 
goal-scorer table for the tournament. 

The Qatari coach decided to field 
Mubarak Al Kwari, in a bid to rescue 
the match, hoping obviously that the 
players decisive goal against the UAE 


in the semis could be repeated ' 

However, Al • Dossari had cither. 

plans, takin g advantage of another 
Qatari mistake, this time marie by 
Abdul Rahman Al Kwari, to score the 
third goal for the Saudis..With the bat- 
crick in the bag, it was no surprise 
when Al Dossari was later chosen as 
the Man of the Match. 

Even after the third goal went in, . 
Qatar never gave up hope, and. their 
determination was rewarded with an- 
32nd min ute goal. by. Mubarak Mus¬ 
tafa. The same player could have 
brought the game to nail-biting end. 
but he failed to score from the penalty 
spot in the final minute. • 

Kuwait take the consolation prize 

Before the final at the Khalifah Sta¬ 
dium, Kuwait took third. place in .the . 
tournament, smashing the UAE 4-1. 

In the first half, the Kuwaitis domi¬ 
nated the match, but .it was the UAE 
who were to score first .with .aright-, 
fooled shot by Mohammed Ali in the 
28th minute. 

Kuwait kept to their game plan, con- - 
turning to dominate the match, .and 
eventually tied the score from a penalty 
kick, taken by captain Bader Haji in 
the 43rd minute. . : ;; 

In the second half. Kuwait resumed 
their smooth playing style, .and. it was . 
not long before Bashar Abdullah but 
Kuwait ahead. In a space of 20 min¬ 
utes, Abdullah managed to add another 
two goals, taking Kuwait to a resound¬ 
ing 4-1 lead, and third place in this 
year’s Arab Cup. 

Arab Cup98 awards 

During the closing ceremony of the 
Arab Cup 98 the following awards 
were made. 

Fair Play Trophy (UAE). Best Sup¬ 
porters (Sudan), Best Player (Mubarak 
Mustafa. Qatar), Best Goalkeeper 
(Mohammed Al Deaia, Saudia Arabia), 
Top goal-scorer (Obeid Al Dossari, 
Saudi Arabia).! 



Prince Sultan Bin Fahed,holdsthe Arab Cup trophy. This is the first time 
Saudi Arabia has won the evenL •' 




German 1st Division match 
reports 

B. Munich (2) B. Dortmund (2) 
Bayern Munich streebed their Bun- 
desliga lead to three points from arch 
rivals 1860 Munich after this exciting 
match. 

Hansa Rostock (2) W. Bremen (I) 
Oliver Neuville gave Hansa a 31st- 
minure lead after a blunder by Werder 
goalkeeper Frank Rost. Bernhard Trares 
equalized five minutes laier after poor 
Rostock defending. A Matthias Breitk- 
reuz header sealed Hansa’s victory in 
the 88 th minute. 

SC Freiburg (0) Hamburg SV (0) 
Freiburg had the better of the play 
but neither side could make the most of 
its chances. Hamburg had the opportu¬ 
nity to snatch afl three points with a last- 
minute penalty but Richard Golz saved 
Hans-Joeig Butt's kick. 

Nuremberg (1) 1860 Munich (5) 

The Munich side got off to a perfect 
start when striker Markus Schroth ham¬ 
mered home a volley from Harold 
Cemy’s cross in the sixth minute. Bern- 
hard Winkler added a second just before 
the interval. Nuremberg struck back 
after the break but 1860 secured victory 
with goals from Cemy, Michel Dinzey 
and Bulgarian Hristo Jovov. 

VEL Bochum (0) E. Frankfurt (0) 
Bochum had the better of the opening 
phase in a poor game with few clear-cut 
chances. Frankfurt improved as the 
game went on but a lack of Firepower 
up front was obvious. 

Leverkusen (2) Kaiserslautern (2) 
Olaf Marschall and Marian Hristov 
put Kaiserslautern in the lead after an 
early goal by Brazilian Ze Roberto. 
Paolo Rink equalized midway through 
the second half to give the home side a 
share of the points. 

VfL Wolfsburg! 0) Schalke 04 (0) 

The best scoring chance in a dull 


match came after just 
30 seconds, Schalke 
04's Turkey striker 
Hami Mandaroli 
shooting just wide 
from close range. 

H. Berlin (4) B. 
M’gladbach (1) 

A hat-trick by 
Michael Preetz. who 
struck in the 58th, 
80th and 89th min¬ 
utes, helped the Ber¬ 
lin club score their 
fourth win in as 
many home 

matches. Midfielder 
Sixten Veit put Ber¬ 
lin in front in the 
13th minute. Aus¬ 
tria’s veteran striker 
Toni Polster eq ual iz -' 
ing 10 minutes later. 
Moenc hengladbach 
lost defender 

Michael Kliukerr in 
the 49th minute— 
sent off for a tackle 
from behind on 
Preetz. 


English Premier League 
match reports 

Arsenal (3) Newcastle United (0) 

A crowd of 38,000 saw Dennis 
Bergkamp score two goals, the first in; 
21 st minute and the second a 66 th min¬ 
ute penalty. Nicola Anelka added to his 
goal tally as well, by netting in the 28th : 
minute. Arsenal were in control for all 
the game, with Newcastle seeming 
content to defend for most of the game. 
Blackburn (3) West Ham Utd (0) 
Garry Ritcroft. on target in the. 






Didier Demothee of Montpellier scores their second goal 


UEFA Cup against Olympqiue. Lyon 
‘ on Tuesday, made it three gob! sin five 
days with a brace as Blackburn eased' 
clear of the drop zone.- Ftitcroft scored 
with a_ deflected shot ( 10 ) and a fob 
(47) before Calluin Davidson capped a 
50-yard run by scoring the third in xbe" 

68 th minute. . . 

Coventry City (1) Aston Villa (2) 

- Leader yflla quickly asserted -itself - 
with midfielder Ian Taylor opening the 

...scoring. after good work from Gary 
, Charles in the 29th minute. Taylor 
made it 2-0 10 minutes jater/sidefoot- 
ing in a cross from anoffside-lookirig 
Paufc- Merson. CovennyV Norwegian:- 
substitute. Trend :Eg0. Soltyedt- pulled 
one back for the home side in the 7fst’ 
-minute. 

. Derby (0) Tottenham Hotspur (1) 

- -Caretaker manager David Pleat look' 
charge-of Tottenham--for the last time 
following the'arrival',of-George Gra¬ 
ham from. Leeds and Sol' Campbell 
ensured he signedbff with a win, bead- 
ing the only goal after 60 minutes. Gra¬ 
ham watched from the stands. 

.. Leeds United (0) Leicester Clty(l) 

Managerless Leeds were outfought 
by Leicester, whose own boss Martin. 

. O’Neill is being linked with the vacant 
EtUmd Road job. Emile Heskey Wasted 
several chances before Tony Cotree 
poached the winner at the near post 14 
minures from time. 

Liverpool(1)Chelsea(l) 

. ■ Liverpool have now failed to win in 
4-games. Chelsea took die lead with a 
goal by Casigraghi; his first goal for 
Chelsea since moving from' Lazio. 
Jamie Redknapp rescued-a. point for 
Livei^lwidjbyscQt^fromi'free- 
Jdck in the 83rd minute. 

Middlesbrough (4) Sheffield W (0) 

Danish striker NUkkd'Beck was bn 
target twice as Middlesbrough chalked 
up its first win OF the season at thbRiv- - 
exside: Beck scored after 27. and 45 . 
minutes before Colombian strike part¬ 
ner Hamilton Ricard bagged his eighth 
of the season'to. make it 3-0 afier.49 
minutes. Paul Gascoigne curled in a 
free kick -in the last minute after 
Wednesday's Andy Hincbcliffe..was 
sent off for hauling down Beck. 

Nottingham Forest (0) Chari Lon 


r the ball with Paulo Rennik 


Foresf s barren run at home contin¬ 
ued as fellow promoted side Charlton 
grabbed the points at the City Ground. 

. Eddie Youds scored the only goal fol¬ 
lowing, a fifth-minute comer to leave 
"Forest in ^ 

; • bottom three. Dougie Freedman 
and Steve Chettle came closest for For- 
' piL who'have scored only once in their 
last five league games. 

Southampton (0) Man. Utd (3) 

Andy Cole came in for Teddy Sher- 
xnghara to pep up United’s attack as it 
left Saints rooted to the bottom of the 
tablewith just one point. Cole crossed 
for Dwight Yorke to slide in the first 
after 11 minutes and then scored him¬ 
self after a fine run from Swede Jesper 

Ul ? 1 59th ' Duich substitute 
Jordi Cruyff volleyed the thin! 16 min¬ 
utes from time. 

Whnbledon (1) Everton ( 2 ) 

Paul Alcock. floored last 
by Sht : meld Wednesday's Paolo 
Dl C > , °- en J°y«i a less stressful after- 

F F I * uson ' 5 trademark 
header after 59 minutes gave Everton 

SLffiE; Roberts had fired , 

IZC 13 minutes before the interval 


French 1st Division re 

Nan»s(2)Lyon(0) 

Basba (2) Bordeaux (0) 
AuxeTTe (3) Strasbourg (l) 

Marseille ( 2 ) Toulouse ( 0 ) 

Sochau * < 0 ) 
MontpeUier (5) Lorient ( 1 ) 
Rennes ( 2 ) Monaco (1 j 
Metz (2) Nancy ( 3 ) 

PansStGennainib) Lens in 
Italian 1st Division m 
Bologna (0) Parma ( 0 ) 

Fiorentma (!) Udenese ( 0 ) 
Infer Milan ( 2 ) Perugia ( 0 i 
Juvenrus ( 1 ) Piacenza * 0 ) 
L^oajCalg, a riS) lU) 
Saferentana (! j Empoli ( 1 \ 

Sampdona (2) AS Roma (I) 
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THE MIDDLE East Exhi¬ 
bition for Commnmcadons 
(MEXCOM) ‘98 opened 
on Tuesday 6 October, and 
will run until 9 October,' 
1998, at the Amman Inter¬ 
national Expo Hall in Mag 
A1 H arnmam. • 

This is a very important 
event, as it is has a regional 
and international character, 
with participants from 
Saudi Arabia, the United 
Arab- Emirates, -the United 
Stales, the United King¬ 
dom, Canada, and Taiwan. ' 

In addition, there are 
some 30 local companies at 
the event; foisir lines of busi¬ 
ness ranging from telecomm u- 
- nications service providers 
v such as FastLink, five Internet 
Service Providers, and telecom¬ 



munication • equipment, 
manufacturers. ' 

Visitors to the show w£D be 
impressed by the high level of 
tdecommnnicarion services in 


Jordan, and will note how 
much, development has 
taken place in this field 
within the past year. 

- -One presentation well 
worth a look is the Inmar¬ 
sat display, which show¬ 
cases satellite telecommu¬ 
nication services. 

Arabsat is also running 
a special presentation at 
the event, in addition to 
the Jordanian Royal Air 
Force, who are displaying 
their advanced fiber optic 
capabilities. MEXCOM is 
being sponsored by the 
Jordan - Telecommunica¬ 
tions Co. (JTC), and co¬ 
sponsored by the Telecom Reg- i 
inatory Committee, Primus, 
CoramsMEA . magazine, and 
TNT Express Worldwide. ■ 


450 MHz for Dual Processor Workstations and Servers: 

Intel’s Fastest Pentium n Xeon 


INTEL CORPORA- I- 

I HON announced the 
fastest speed version ! f £k 
of its Pentium n Xeon f 
processor at 450 l jJ 
MHz, designed far V", 
use in dual-processor 
(two-way) worksta¬ 
tions and servers. The - 

new processor is 
expected to accelerate the 
strong early industry accep- 
. trace of Pentium II Xeon pro¬ 
cessor-based workstations and 
servers. Dual processor (two- 


Me. 


1 way) workstation 
and server custom- 
i ers are migrating 
’« their most mission* 

, •m f critical, demanding 

fjffgJ applications to sys- 

terns based on the 
Pentium H Xeon 

—-- processor. Like 

other members of 
the Pentium £1 Xeon processor 
family, the new Pentium n Xeon 
at 450 MHz processor delivers 
industry leading performance 
from its larger and faster Level 2 


(L2j caches, multiprocessing 
capabilities and a 100 MHz sys¬ 
tem bus. The combination of 
the pure performance of the 
Pentium II Xeon processor and 
the system’s scaleability brings 
exertional levels of price and 
performance to the two-way 
server and workstation market 
segments. 

The 440GX AGPset for 
workstations and servers, with 
one or two processors, provides 
2GB memory support and the 
fast AGP graphics. ■ 


Zaknet adds new dimension to the Internet 


ZAKNET HAS introduced a 
new package of exciting ser¬ 
vices, which will help users to 
reduce communication costs, 
and increases the speed of 
accessing data. ZakNet offers 
two types of services: 

Internet pins 

Internet plus is an ideal solu¬ 
tion for Internet users looking 
for a reliable and faster connec¬ 
tion. All requests for data is 
routed through a standard Inter¬ 
net connection and received 
through a fast and efficient sat¬ 
ellite download. If you want to 
set-up your own website and 
email accounts, all you hive to 
do is register your your name 
and email account number 
through ZakNet homepage, for 
a nominal monthly fee. 

Broadcast Internet 

ZakNet will broadcast mil¬ 
lions of bytes of data to the 
whole Asian and Middle East 
region from the AsiaSat n satel¬ 
lite. The major advantage is that 


Even winning the ‘heart’ of Intel’s Chairman: 

The iMac is everyone’s favourite 


THE MAC, Apple’s latest 
Macintosh, has rekindled user 
emotions. about computers; 
something we haven’t seen far 
over a decade! 

Even the chairman of Intel, 
Andy Grove, who is m charge 
of a company that produces the 

, processors for the competing 
.jplatfbnn, expressed Ins ‘afiec- 
"tion' for the lMact 

Speaking to Time magazine, 
Andy Grove commented that, 
‘His vision for the computer of 
the future looks a lot * like 
Apple’s new iMac. ft 


ing about Sometimes ■ what 
Apple is doing may have an 
electrifying effect on the reat of 
ns. It's nothing we couldn’t 
have .done, hut Apple went 
ahead and did it" 

Apple’s iMac, it should be 
noted, is buflt around processors 
made by Motorola, not hneL 
. . These wends of flattery for 
foe iMac correspond well with 
foe: huge level of appreciation' 
shown by users all around , foe 
world.. Buyers .have: been 
queuing all over foe United 
^Sjapes 


an amazing sales record with the 
[Mac. In August, it-was the sec¬ 
ond top selling personal com¬ 
puter in foe US; raising Apple's 
retail share'by 13.5% from a 
mere humble 6.8%. Apple has 
never been able to sell so many 
units of one model in one 
month!. 

What is very interesting is foe 
fed that it is not only Mac fens 
who are buying the iMac. It has 
been estimated that around 15% 
of all sales are to first-time buy¬ 
ers, white 12% of buyers are 
‘capveds’.Aam Windows/latel 


The question now is whether 
or not the iMac can maintain 
the same level of sales when foe 
enthusiasm dies down and when 
foe iMac has to perform, rather 
than just lock great! It should 
he remembered that Windows/ 
Intel PCs are reaching Stib- 
$1000 prices compared to the 
iMac's $1300 price tag. Only 
time will telL For now, Apple is 
content to ride on this wave of 
appreciation for the iMac. Tens 
of thousands of users have, for 
die first time, a favourite com¬ 
puter, tbeiMaCiJi' \“ 



you do not need an Internet con- ' 
need on to receive the data. 

The following sendees will be 
offered through the broadcast 
Internet 

Active Channels 

ZakNet will broadcast up to 
600 popular worldwide web¬ 
sites. including foe regions lead¬ 
ing newspapers, financial and 
stock repots. 

live News and Financial 
Tickers 

The latest news from around 
the world viewed through tickers 
can be set up to scroll continu¬ 
ously on die user’s screen. Users 
can customize the tickers to 
include favorite stocks, sports 
events, and news items. 

Live Streaming Video 


ZakNet will bring you live 
coverage of the most popular 
business and news channels 
delivered right into your PC. 
Simply dick, and news will 
come to you live with picture 
and sound. 

Corporate Media Broadcast 

It is ideal for companies who 
need to deliver large amounts of 
data to many sites on a regular 
basis. ZakNet can provide a 
dedicated and secure channel to 
broadcast data or video to all 
offices covered by the AsiaSat 2 
footprint (Asia. Middle East, 
and parts of Africa & Austra¬ 
lia). Far a live demonstration of 
ZakNet's ‘Internet Plus” and 
“Broadcast Internet,” please 
visit our stand (J6-3) at Hall 
No.6. 


News update 


STS is the Defl distributor 
for Jordan 

• Specialized Technical Ser¬ 
vices (STS) has been appointed 
as the sole distributor for Dell 
in Jordan. 

’Dellis aieading'PC supplier 


worldwide and often introduces 
the latest technologies in its 
machines, in record time and at 
competitive pricing. 

For more information on Dell 
products in Jordan, contact Spe¬ 
cialized Technical Services 
(STS), sm telephone 582761 te 



BY. Z58E> MASSES 


Web entrepreneurs 
emerge in Jordan 

THE WEB development scene in Jordan is more active than 
ever. Contrary to some predictions—that clients would find 
ways to create their own Web sites in-house—demand for 
Web design, publishing and development has soared. 

Companies in the Web design field like CNS (Primus), 
Access to Arabia. Business Optimization Consultants (BOCl. 
and Arabist have made their presence felt and now enjoy a 
sizable amount of business. 

'What is very pleasing is that all 
these companies are run by young 
entrepreneurs, all of whom 

embody die international trend for 
young, tech-minded people who 
are succeeding in changing foe 
face of their local economies. Of 
course, I wouldn't go that far in 
describing the Jordanian Web spe¬ 
cialists. but it is fair to say they are 
rejuvenating foe local ‘ business 
environment. 

As the situation stands today, 
there are no huge Web design companies, employing tens of 
programmers or designers. 

What we have is a number of small and medium sized 
firms, each handling some 15 to 20 Web projects at one time 
with teams of three or four designers and web developers. 

A very interesting trend is the emergence of interactive 
design and very-technical programming firms, whose exper¬ 
tise in Web development covers the somewhat complex areas 
of advanced Web development languages. 

These companies ore actually exporting their skills, as most 
of their work comes from outside Jordan. Clients are mainly 
from the Gulf, but a small number of clients are based in 
Europe and the USA. This is quite thrilling, considering Jor¬ 
dan's relatively under-developed status in information 
technology. 

One company based in Amman, called One World Soft¬ 
ware Solutions, is very prominent in this respect. Also, a new 
company called SYNTAX is producing some interactive Web 
design work of international standard. 

Of course, there are a number of negative aspects to foe 
local Web market The main problem faced by the Web 
design firms is foe cut-throat price war. Although it is to eve¬ 
rybody's benefit that the rates for Web design sen-ices remain 
as they are— around JD 700 on average for a basic site with a 
few pages— some firms are even going lower, offering rates 
as low as JD 400. This is going to have devastating effects. 

However, at this stage, clients are somewhat generous in 
allocating funds for Internet and Web services. So. there 
should still be enough business to go around for high or low 
price suppliers of Web design services. 

The point to remember is thru there is a serious ‘brain- 
drain' taking place, in which talented Jordanians in the differ¬ 
ent fields of Internet services are leaving the country, taking 
attractive offers in countries like the United Arab Emirates, 
Saudi Arabia, and Qatar. So, there is need to retain these skills 
and talents. 

Still, I don't think this poses a real threat to our local Web 
development industry, especially as more firms take on jobs 
or projects from outside foe country. 

For now, it is nice and comforting to know that we have 
such advanced Intemet/Web design and development services 
in Jordan. 

In a way, it feels like that we have truly entered the cyber¬ 
age with profession's who have taken on its challenges. M 
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Many villas and 
apartments for rent 
and sale, Furnished 
and unfurnished 

For more information call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 
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Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room 



Boston Fried Chicken 

O 12 pieces of chicken 
1 (regular & spicy) 

^ 04crinkle-cut fries 

^ O 1 coleslaw 

. O 1 liter pepsi 

34 pieces of bread. 
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Ideal Residence for 
Expatriates * Basinessroen 


To advertise in 
this place please 
call the marketing 
department 
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Mozart with a twist 
from the Middle East 


i 


By Maris Swed 

RAHSAAN ROLAND Kirk, the 
wildly imaginative reed player, 
claimed he did something for the first 
time in the history of Western music 
when he performed 'Sentimental Jour- 
. ney’ on one saxophone and the melody 
from the slow movement of Dvorak’s 
‘New World’ Symphony on another at 
the same time. You have to split the 
brain in two parts, he told the audience 
at the Village Vanguard .in 1970 (a live 
performance recently reissued on 32 
Jazz). “It’s like making one part of 
your mind say, *oob la di’ and making 
the other part of your mind say, ‘What 
does he mean?"' 

Kirk may have been first, but be is 
hardly last. On one track of a new 
Mozart recording, ‘oob la di' is .a 
Nubian singer performing an Arabic 
lullaby, while the other side of the 
brain is presented with a lullaby that 
Mozart remembered his nurse singing, 
here performed by a Western counter¬ 
tenor. What does it all mean? Plenty. 

The-- 0 £o_jnelodies, from discon¬ 
nected cultures: - sung with different 
kinds of vocal production, don't 
exactly join seamlessly. But the sensi¬ 
bilities are close, and the effect is start¬ 
lingly beautiful. These two disembod¬ 
ied solo voices float in an ether, 
somewhere outside conventional geog¬ 
raphy or history. We can hear that they 
are saying the same thing in the same 
way with different accents, as if they 
embodied the very soul and essence of 
the human condition, according LA 
Times-Washington Post News Service. 

This extraordinary collaboration is 
pan of a recent CD entitled ‘Mozan in 
Egypt.' which discovers one revelatory 
way after another to relate Mozart with 
Arabic music. The concept by Hughes 
de Courson and Ahmed el Maghraby is 
not only not farfetched but practically 
inevitable. Mozart loved Egypt, and 
the notes tell us that Egyptians love 
Mozart. 

There are problems, of course, in 
trying to'many Mozart and Egypt 
Western music takes pride in the verti¬ 
cal arts of harmony and counterpoint 
Arabic music is linear, one event fol¬ 
lowing another. The result then is what 
the producers describe as a ‘crazy 
diagonal.' 

And yet it works. There is a perfor¬ 


mance of the slow movement of 
Mozart's Piano Concerto No. 23, in 
which an oud (die ancestor of our lute) 
joins the piano in dialogue, mostly 
playing Mozart Mozan sounds just 
fine on the oud, and its way. of decorat¬ 
ing a melodic line is not at all dissimi¬ 
lar to the Western approach. Best of a0 
is hearing the piano and oud together, 
when one player takes the melodic 
line^the other harmony. 

Perhaps-this diagonal isn’t so crazy 
after all but is actually the way of the 
Postmodern world. Indeed, in the' early 
‘70s, just around- 

the time Kirk was 
experimenting with 
his own diagonals, 

Hiab Hass an, a liter¬ 
ary theorist at the 
University of Wis¬ 
consin at Milwau¬ 
kee, found himself . 
tom between his 
Egyptian heritage 
and attraction to 
clean, minimalist 
Modernism. This 
led him to search 
out a synthesis for 
the spirit of his 
time, a spirit he 
thought best repre¬ 
sented by the global 
tastes of Robert - 
Rauschenberg, 

Buckminster Fuller, 

John Cage and Mar- ~ 

shall McLuhan. 

From this, Hass an developed some of 
the first theories of Postmodernism. 

Such connections are not, of 
course, entirely new. Mozart, as many 
Viennese did in his day, had a passion 
for Egypt. He titled an early opera 
(which survives only in sketch) ‘The 
Goose of Cairo.' Midway through his 
career Mozart wrote incidental music 
to . the drama ' ‘Thamos, King of 
Egypt.’ And at the end of his short 
life, he produced his Masonic opera. 
‘The Magic Flute,’ which is foil of 
Egyptian symbolism. 

Today. 25 years after Hassan's first 
essays on Postmodernism, cultures 
have become interconnected like 
never before. But still. ‘Mozart in 
Egypt,' released on British label EMI, 
can give a listener shivers as it dem¬ 



onstrates one way after another of 
combining 18th century music’s Clas¬ 
sicism with ancient Arabic traditions. 
Nothing quite prepares one for. just 
how compelling the Symphony No. 
25 can sound in seven-eighths time or 
for how comfortably Arabic musi¬ 
cians on traditional instruments can 
jam with violin, viola, cello and clari¬ 
net in and around Mozart chamber 

music. . 

The deeply moving final selection 
is from Mozart's Requiem and it-will, 

1 suspect, continue to haunt .me for a 
very long time. It 

begins with the 
sound of breath¬ 
ing, meant to 
induce-ojieaceful 
trance as part of 
Islamic Dhikr 
ceremonies. 

Sheikh * 
Mohammed Ai 
- Helbany begins a 
sacred .song that 
segues into the 
' first bars of 
Mozart's 

. Requiem. Later 
we hear a child 
soloist in the 
Mozart answered 
by a Coptic song 
sung by an Ara¬ 
bic child, music - 
‘ that once accom¬ 
panied the 

embalming of 

mummies. The joining of spirits of 
the living and the dead, of spirits from 
East and West, of the spirits of our 
tune and ancient tunes.' of die voices 
of children is profound. This is music 
a divided world desperately needs. 

Since EMI has chosen not to import 
this disc (you’ll have to order it via 
your record store), maybe Warner 
should try to obtain it, because it is a 
perfect prologue for a new CD of. 
Mozan piano sonatas released On' 
Warner's jazz label, Atlantic, the per¬ 
formances on "Mozart: Piano Sonatas 
and Variations’ axe by controversial 
young Turkish pianist Fazil Say., 
These are not jazz renderings, but Say 
is also a jazz player and Atlantic's 
founder. .Tuikish-bom record com¬ 
pany legend ■'Ahmet Ertegun, has 


taken an interest in him. 

Say is something very few Mozar- 
leans are anymore, a genuinely ethnic 
. interpreter. Indeed, the most elegant 
Mozart piano playing is rarely tied to 
nationality and can come from just 
a b out anywhere, be it Japan (Mnsuko 
Uchida) or Russia (Alexei Lubimov), 
almost as if the cultivated Viennese 
style has covered the Earth like a thin 
layer of sweet schlag. Yet Mozan 
himself branched out musically as 
much as his times would allow hrn^ 
He also had an infatuation for TuridslT 
music (as did Beethoven, who' 
included a Turkish march even in 
‘Ode to Joy'.of his Ninth Symphony, 
and other composers of the time). His" 
opera ‘The Abduction From the Sera¬ 
glio’ is Turkish, and the popular 
Piano Sonata in A Major, K. 331. 
with which Say completes his recilaj 
disc, is known as ‘The Turkish’ for hs 
finale. - 

Say is not a genteel Mozanean, 
although there is indication that he 
could be if he wanted. Every now and 
then he will break off from a gener¬ 
ally percussive style of playing and 
toss off a phrase, or maybe just an 
orn ame nt, with a disconcerting air of 
sweet, delicate refinement. 

Yet, Say mainly—who also 

presents the sonatas m B-flat Major, 
K. 333, and C Major, K. 330, as well 1 
os the Variations on 'Ah, vous diraj-* 
je, m nrnan ,' for, if you will, "Twinkle, 
Twinkle, Little Star")—goes in for 
more clangor than most listeners may 
be accustomed to. This is visceral, 
rhythmically emphatic playing. The 
tone is cold and steely, which a hard- 
edged, close-up recording only exag¬ 
gerates (presumably intentionally). 
Tempos can be willfully unconven¬ 
tional (slow or fast). The Turkish 
finale of the A-Major Sonata is almost 
as metallic as some of the examples 
on ‘Mozart in Egjqrt.’ 

- These sonatas have been recorded 
dozens upon dozens of times, and 
they regularly find their way into the 
repertory of beginning piano students, 
so it should hardly worry us if Sayjj 
intends to be different. Especially^ 
since the brightness of sound and the - 
clatter make us feel that drums and 
cymbals and reeds are not far away.B - 


Sure and seductive 
route into spring 


By Brenda Polan 

ONE OF the advantages of 
peering six months into fash¬ 
ion's future is that the informa¬ 
tion you acquire can serve as a 
warning of sharp rocks of 
change ahead. 

The prudent can then batten 
down their wallets and refuse 
to invest in today's styles that 
will soon be outdated. But if 
calm seas are shown to be in 
prospect with only a subtle 
refinement of the present you 
can shop now with some 
confidence. 

The spring clothes shown 
last weekend at London Fash¬ 
ion Week, the biannual round 
of catwalk show? and selling 
exhibitions in South Kensing¬ 
ton. in the main provided unal¬ 
loyed reassurance. 

Some of the less commer¬ 
cially minded younger design¬ 
ers. it is true, did head off into 
strange and scary territory, but 
a perfunctory nod and a 
politely muttered ‘‘interesting" 
will have to satisfy the likes of 
Tristan Webber. Andrew 
Groves and Sean McGowan. 

The designers to be taken 
seriously, however, gave us a 
wonderfolly seductive progres- 


JEWELLERY ARA- ; 
BIA—the most prestig- \ 
ious exhibition 1 

designed for the Gulf \ 
jewellery market—this : 
year lists more interna- ! 
tional exhibitors of 
world repute than ever I 
before . The show f ! 
which will take place 
from 4-7 November at . 
the Bahrain Interna- \ 
tional Exhibition Cen¬ 
ter, features a glitter- j 
ing list of famous \ 
jewllery houses. • 

Sophisticated and valu¬ 
able jewellery and 
watches being shown ■ 
will include pieces by \ 
Piaget, Chopard, Bid- i . 
gari, Ambrosi GioieUi, j 
Harry Winston, Tag | 
Heuer, and Eterna. • 


sion from the clothes of this 
autumn and winter. Apart from 
the almost ubiquitous white, 
grey will still be the most 
important staple colour, mostly 
pale and pearly but also as a 
melange of black and white in 
light spring worsteds and 
speckled linen-based tweeds. 
Black persists, very often used 
with white or * interleaved 
between two layers of white or 
palest chiffon or organza. .And, 
navy will be back and in its 
darkest, most sophisticated 
shades. 

These essentially urban col¬ 
ours are all given either a fluid 
softness or a fragile p re to ness, 
which plays against their nor¬ 
mal rather formal character. 
The resulting clothes are femi¬ 
nine without being too girly. 
grown-up without any aggres¬ 
sive "executive-babe" pompos¬ 
ity. Many of the fabrics used 
for daywear are those we con¬ 
ventionally think of as evening- 
wear—high-shine satin, chif¬ 
fon, tulle and organza—but the 
diaphanous are doubled, lined 
or layered to maintain respecta¬ 
bility while hinting at the linge¬ 
rie drawer. 

Lingerie details remain 
important. Lace and threaded- 


through ribbon compete with 
applique, beading and embroid¬ 
ery for attention. The knitwear, 
in particular, resembles the 
kind of delicate ribbon-decked 
bedjackets convalescent ladies 
used to wear to receive visitors. 

The prettiest embroideries, 
usually with a him of Lurex or 
rhinestone glitter, are to be 
found on the ethereally roman¬ 
tic clothes from Helen David 
(formerly English Eccentricsj, 
Tanya Same a; Ghost. Workers 
for Freedom ar.d Clements 
Ribeiro. The most spectacular 
are Matthew Williamson's in 
his signature hot colours of 
fuchsia, orange, peacock and 
royal blue. 

To carry this burden of deco¬ 
ration. shapes tend to be simple 
like Ghost's Jane Austen high- 
waisted dresses or Helen 
David's streamlined tunics and 
the easy 1920s straight gowns 
from both David and Clements 
Ribeiro. 

There was a consensus on 
the new importance of the 
diagonal, used in its most 
sophisticated form by Owen 
Gas ter, a young designer who 
has been movms season by 
season and with great sure ness 
towards a confident mature 
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style. In lustrous fabrics, he cut 
sharp trouser suits with narrow’, 
torso-defining jackets logically 
into restrained asymmetric 
effects. 

Origami was Hussein Cha- 
layan's obsession. Each season 
he worries away at a single 
theme. His basic pale organza 
shift dress was in keeping, in 
its austere innocence, with the 
mood of many of his peers but 
its almost imperceptible varia¬ 
tions more layered front pan¬ 
els, a neckline varying to the 
left an inch, a transparent panel 
where an opaque had been 
were hardly enough to keep 
you interested in the outcome. 

Alexander McQueen repre¬ 
sents the opposite extreme. He 
numbs your perceptions by pil¬ 
ing on second-rate theatrics and 
attention-getting ploys which 
are always in doubtfol taste. A 
mental edit, however, always 
repays the effort. For spring he 
has tailored romantic, dandyish 
trouser suits, and long jackets 
with swooping coat-tails in 
glossy. burnished fabrics. 
Against their metallic strictness 
be juxtaposed the softness of 
frothy, luxurious lace. 

Though there wiU be plenty 
of earth tones to choose from 
putty, beige, ecru, string, but¬ 
termilk. sand and khaki—one’s • 
covetousness was most seri¬ 
ously aroused by the maidenly 
white and cream and the him- 
of-tint pastels. 

They linger in the memory: 
Betty Jackson's Suzanne Len¬ 
glen white cotton dresses and 
silky, palest green coat, Anto¬ 
nio Benurdi's sexy fencer’s 
leathers which shaded gradu¬ 
ally in matador bravura and his 
baby's-shaui mohair, tent- 
shaped evening dresses, Paul 
Costelloe's virginal braderie 
anglaise pieces, Tomasz Star- 
zewski’s swashbuckling 1950s 
shirtwaists. John Rocha's 
frayed-fairy miles and JuJien 
Macdonald's cobweb-light, 
semi-transparent mohair 
sweater with hair-fine silver fil¬ 
aments floating languidly from 
it It was Jasper Conran, how¬ 
ever. who managed best the dif¬ 
ficult trick of making the fab¬ 
rics traditionally associated 
with little girls' parry dresses 
and debutantes* meringues look 


cool, collected and completely 
worldly. He topped a simple 
white linen shift with a slender 
panel of grey chiffon, he 
layered palest shades of pink or 
ice blue or lavender tulle over 
shiny satin on the strictest 
sheath shapes and floated black 
chiffon-over silver organza to 
give the hint of glint. 

Future change was presaged 
this season as new ideas were 
tentatively suggested, ideas 
which we will see developed ' 
for the millennium. Among 
these were the bold, big-bnish 
abstract patterns which, with 
more than a nod to Sonia 
Delaunay. Clements Ribeiro 
showed. 

Another was the shirtwaist 
with business-like, rolled-up 
sleeves which Paul Smith (and 
others) proposed. A third was 
niching, hinted at by Conran, 
insisted upon by Vivienne 
Westwood in her trailer-trash 
second collection. Red Label, 
toyed with by Alexander 
McQueen. 

The reliable key points, how¬ 
ever, are clear. 

Colours: grey and palest pas¬ 
tels. black, white, navy. Fab¬ 
rics: two-tone tweeds (prefer¬ 
ably black/white), canon, linen, 
fluid viscose jersey, high-shine 
satin, chiffon, tulle, organza, 
metafiles. Shapes: simple out¬ 
lines, high waists, low waists, 
real waists, some strictness in 
tailored jackets with a tendency 
towards long and lean, other¬ 
wise everything's a-flutter. 
Decoration: as much os you 
like os long as it is pretty. 
Mood : feminine, ingenue/ 
boudoir if you con take it, 
merely sensuous if you can’t 
Hemlines: everywhere from 
mid-thigh to ankle but rarely 
even or straight Trousers: 
from skimpily cropped and leg¬ 
gings-like to wide and shoe- 
enveloping. Shoes: flats, often 
quite chunky, for day. kitten 
heels and full-blooded stilettos 
for evening. Jewellery: fine and 
fragile, mostly glistening liquid 
silver. Snatch up a Lara Boeing 
necklace now and segue into 
spring, when it comes, without 
a qualm.B 
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